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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


"COMMON INTERESTS' OF ARMENIANS, DRUZES CITED 
Paris GAMK in Armenian/French 22 May 86 p 1 
[ Article by G.U. | 


[Text | We hear next to nothing these days about the Druzes in 
Lebanon currently; now that the hostages and terrorism have 
taken over the newspaper headlines, to the exclusion of all 
other news. This silence on the part of the media, furthermore, 
is not confined to this community: religious and community con- 
flicts are routinely passed over in favor of spot news; the re- 
sult is that, in general, reporters have stopped covering the 
Lebanon question from any angle other than the most sensatio- 
nal--make that bloodiest--happenings. While the hazards of 
daily existence can: drag this or that community onto center- 
stage momentarily, basic analysis is pushed off the page in fa- 
vor of a Simplistic account of events. 


Does this mean that the situation has cooled down? Though it is 
true that of recent years we have witnessed a regrouping of na- 
tionalities or religious sects that considerably simplifies the 
ethnic and religious map of the country, the fact remains that 
this "Balkanization" has succeeded only in strengthening some 
camps and weakening others. Each group remains in posession of 
its territory, but the Lebanese identity, which has just been 
imposed on this multiplicity, has led to a race for power that 
gives rise to violent clashes between communities: the numerous 
frontiers that slice through the country have become so many 
hotbeds of tension, not to mention the uncontrolled elements that 
complicate still further a situation which frequently escapes the 


incumbent political leaders. 


The Druzes themselves are victims of the ambiguity in this si- 
tuation: controlling their traditional fiefdom in Lebanon, in the 
Chouf mountains, whose Christian populations have been "“dis- 
placed" during the past 3 years, they are also responsible for 
surveillance over a sector of West Beirut. That presence in the 
Muslim sector of Beirut makes the Druzes, led by the Progres- 
Sive Socialist Party (PSP) under Walid Jumblatt a community that 
must be reckoned with in Lebanon, despite its relatively small 
numbers (150,000 Druzes). A reputation as permanent rebels and 
a spirit of independence has won the Druze community a degree 
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of respectability in the Lebanese mosaic, a respectability that 
legitimized an honest observance of parliamentary rule in the 
Lebanese political game, at least until the civil war in 1985. 
In 1984, Walid Jumblatt's father, Kamal Jumblatt, the feudal 
chief of the Druzes, founded the Progressive Socialist Party 
whose adherents are recruited primarily among the faithful. 
Since then, although headed by a feudal family and governed by 
rules for the hereditary transfer of power, the PSP seeks to 
offer a social alternative that would help resolve the community 
imbroglio. 


When we met with Walid Jumblatt, the FRA Dachnaktsoutioun dele- 
gation was addressing the head of a Lebanese party: that made 
it a party-to-party discussion on the overall situation in Leba- 
non in general and, of course, on the Armenian community that 
has always maintained excellent reJ3%tions with the Druze com- 
munity. In that connection, Walid Jumblatt reaffirmed those 
good relations, citing the problems involved in preventing cer- 
tain incidents in quarters of Beirut that are supposed to be 
under, Druze control. 


Finding that they shared many views in common, the Druze and 
Armenian communities can indeed understand one another: As a 
sect professing an unorthodox Muslim religion, the Druzes have 
managed to retain a degree of independence--alternating with pe- 
riods of submission and persecution--in the lands where they 
have scattered and taken root: Southern Lebanon, Southern Syria, 
the Galilee (in Northern Israel). 


Their status as schismatics has nurtured the national identity 
of a community artificially divided by political borders. Cen- 
turies of history have molded them into a homogeneous people 

who feel that they are Lebanese, even though they are aware of 
belonging to a far broader ethnic and religious community. Don't 
Armenians, albeit with fundamental differences, tind themselves 
in very much the same situation? Those similarities should help 
intensify sustained contacts, both im Beirut and in France. 
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ALGERIA 


IMPROVED COORDINATION OF LAND, WATER AGENCIES 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 18 May 86 p 3 
[Article by 0.B.: "Optimum Management of Land and Water"] 


[Text] Mr. Kaski Merbah, an alternate member of the Politburo and minister 
of Agriculture and Fishing, and Mr Mohamed Rouighi, a member of the Central 
Committee and minister of Hydraulics, Environment & Forests, cochaired a 
ceremony held yesterday at the ministry of Agriculture and Fishing, where 
the national coordinating committee for the Office of Irrigation Perimiters 
(OPI) and the Offices of Development (OAMU) was installed. 


In addition to representatives from the two ministries directly concerned, 
namely Agriculture & Fishing and Hydraulics, Environment & Forests, this 
committee includes representatives from the ministries of Finance; Interior 
and Localities; Planning and Natural Development; Light Industry; Heavy 
Industry, and the UNPA [National Union of Algerian Peasants] and the BADA 
[Bank for Agricultural and Rural Development]. The committee is charged 
with coordinating the actions of the various economic agencies operating 
with and around irrigation management. 


Algeria has started a vast irrigation program intended to increase the as 
yet still limited amount of land under irrigation. Structures were 
established for this purpose very early on. The Commission for Rural 
Development (CDR), and the OAMU, the OPI, and an arsenal of structures and 
organizations were set up to further and follow up on irrigation develop- 
ment and management. However, despite real needs and precise definitions _ 
of the duties and responsibilities of each department, there was poor or no 
coordination between these departments and other operators, which seriously 
jeopardized some irrigation facilities. It was brought out during the new 
committee's installation ceremony that these facilities are now in trouble. 
The committee broadens the scope of coordination of the ministries and 
institutions directly or indirectly involved in irrigation management. Its 
missions are important because they involve basic policy such as the 
elaboration of irrigation and land development projects, and the development 
of irrigation planning and offices. The committee is also charged with 
following up on the implementation of these programs, and with studying new 
or extended irrigation plans. Also, it should be noted that the new 
committee does not duplicate or parallel existing offices but will improve 
coordination by providing an adequate framework for it. The OAMU and OPI 
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will continue to exist and perform their normal duties. Now that the 
irrigation office has been established, the OAMU will be concerned with 
development outside of the established perimeters. This should make the 
OAMU more effective. 


The committee's objectives and the implications of the new agricultural 
development policy were outlined by Messrs Kasdi Merbah and Mohamed 
Rouighi during the installation ceremony. The minister of Agriculture and 
Fishing observed that this structure meets a major concern, which is the 
best use of irrigated land. This land is limited, the minister said, hence 
the necessity of finalizing the country's objectives in reducing its food 
dependency and expanding production, which alone will ensure the stability 
and growth of production. Mr Kasdi Merbah therefore called for a renewed 
effort to manage existing irrigated land practically and to do everything 
possible to remove the obstacles facing some areas. The minister also 
exhorted agency officials to learn all they could from past experience to 
support the new policy and to refine it so that future agencies will have 
a solid base to work from. 


The committee's role in land development was also mentioned by Mr Merbah, 
who reaffirmed the strategic importance of mountain reservoirs in the 
country's agricultural development strategy. 


Speaking after Mr Merbah, Mr Rouighi also stressed the committee's import- 
ance and urged optimum use and least-cost management of hydroagricultural 
infrastructures. The new committee should define management problems and 
in hydraulic infrastructures and the water resources available to them; 

it should provide appropriate solutions. In conclusion, the minister of 
Hydraulics, Environment & Forests stressed the necessity for a unified 
policy and clear directions in carrying out the committee's work. 


8782 
CSO: 4519/111 











GOVERNMENT ENCOURAGES DOMESTIC TOURISM 


Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 11 May 86 p 3 


[Text ] 


THE government is presently exerting all possible 
efforts to encourage Egyptians to vacation at local 
resorts and attract foreign visitors. While the great 
increase in air fares to foreign countries will preclude 
a substantial number of Egyptians from holidaying 
abroad, greater attention should be directed to deve- 
loping the country’s diverse tourist sites and offering 
incentives to encourage Egyptians to vacation in 
these areas. In this regard, the accommodations and 
cervices provided should be comparable, both in qua- 
lity and price, to those found abroad. 


. As the number of foreigners visiting Egypt has 


.dropped dramatically due to international circums- 


‘tances over which the country has no control, encou- 
raging the citizens to visit local resorts should 
become a priority issue. Egyptians, as well as forei- 
gners, are desirous of clean, comfortable accommo- 
dation at reasonable orices, together with friendly, 
competent services beir'g rendered by the staff mem- 
bers of the hotels and restaurants, and being availed 
of diverse forms of entertainment, such 4s sailing, 
diving, hiking, fishing, visiting historical and religious 
‘sites and night club programmes featuring popular 
performers. 


To motivate Egyptians to holiday at the various 
domestic resorts, the resorts, in conjunction with 
transportation agencies, should offer travel packages 
for Egyptians at discount prices and with special 
family rates (i.e., children under 12 years of age free, 
when accompanied by parents). This would enable a 
greater number of citizens to visit these areas and, 
based on the visitors enjoyment of their holidays, 
word would spread among the citizens, which would 
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encourage even more families to holiday at these 
areas. This element would exploit an undeveloped 
source of tourism revenues, which would help com- 
pensate for the loss of foreign tourism revenues, until 
such time as the latter market regains its werent pro- 
minence. 


-Therefore, the Ministry of Tourism, domestic 


resort owners and transportation agents should | 


undertake immediate, conjunctive efforts to initiate a 
campaign to promote toca! tourism. In addition to 
supplementing Egypt’s income within a relatively 
short period of time, as summer vacation Is rapidly 


‘approaching, domestic tourists would become sour- 


ces of recurring business, which would continue to 
augment the country’s coffers after foreign tourism 
révenhues resume their former levels. “ 











SALES DECLINE THROUGH RAMADAN 


Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 16 May 86 p 2 


{Text ] 
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COMMERCIAL stagnation 
is outstanding in the Egyp- 
tian market apart from sales 
of foodstuff which normally 
increase during Ramadan. 
This state is prevailing in the 
market covering even dura- 
ble commodities, ready-made 
clothes, carpets and even 
jewellery shops. 


Experts are trying to find 
an answer to this state. Some 


of them say that this pheno- . 


menon is due to the disappea- 
rance of imported goods, 
others say it is because of 
inadequate local production. 


The Head of the Commer- 
cial Sector at Omar Effendi 
Company, Mr. Ibrahim Has- 
san pointed out that the sta- 
gnation state in Egypt is a 
part of the international eco- 
nomic situation. He further 


said that when we compare. 


the volume of purchases 
during the first quarter of 
this year and the same period 


of the previous year, we find 
that there is a marked 
decrease in sales. It may be 
due to the urgent need to pro- 
vide foodstuffs during this 
period of the year and to 
meet the requirements of 
children for the new school 
year, and the feasts. 


The Chairman of the 
Chamber of Commerce, Mr. 
Kamal Hafez Ramadan affir- 
med that stagnation is an 
ordinary situation affecting 
all commodities, but this 
stage witnesses a severer sta- 
gnation than usual, leading 
to disturbance in selling and 
buying. This disturbance 
extends to production ‘com- 
ponents, and as a result other 
goods are affected. He con- 
cluded that this is temporary 
and all its causes can be sol- 
ved through the rationalisa- 
tion methods which will be 
adopted by the Customs 
House. — GSS 
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EXPATRIATE WORKERS' ISSUES DISCUSSED 


Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 24 Apr 86 p 2 


[Text ] 


No vacant seats are availa- 
ble aboard the airliners 
coming from Jordan and Iraq 
till July as many Egyptians 
who were working in the said 
countries are planning to 
return. Great numbers of 
Egyptians who worked in 
Iraq left the country for Jor- 


dan and as a result job oppor-. 


tunities themselves have 
become noticeably scarce. 


The flow of Egyptians wor- 
kers to Jordan led to wages 
reduction. A worker who 
used to get 120 Jordanian 


Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 28 Apr 86 p 2 


‘Job. Shortage in Arab Countries 


Dinars for ten hours’ work, | 


now gets 60 Dinars only 


‘These pressing circumstan: . 
‘ces compelled Egyptians to' 


hurry up booking any availa- 
ble seat either on a plane\or 
on a ship to return home. 


Interviewed by ‘AI- 


Gomhuria’ correspondent at 
. Nweibaa, Baker, Kashef, a 
| farmer from Assiut said, by 
. way of warning farmers for 
’ Iraq, that he himself spent 25 


days in Iraq, searching for a 
job opportunity, during 
which time he spent his 


Land for Expatriate Use 


EGYPT 


savings and had to return to 
Egypt empty-handed. Moha- 
med Alian Abdul Rahman, 
from Qena, said that he 
stayed 8 days in Iraq, he did. 
not find any vacant job. He 
left Iraq for Jordan where he 


fared no better. 
In spite of the circulated 


stories more passengers are 
currently leaving for Jordan 
and Iraq. A ferry leaving for 
Aqaba was crowded with 
Egyptians of different pro- 
fessions. Arrival procedures 
were conducted on the ferry 
deck. 


[Text] Egypt has embarked on a plan to reclaim 3.2 million feddans by the year 
2000 so that the total area of arable land can be increased to eight million 
feddans, the Minister of Emigration and Expatriate Affairs, Mr William Nagib 


Sefein said. 


Addressing members of the Egyptian community and the Federation of Egyptian 
Expatriates in Paris, whom he met yesterday, the Minister indicated that 2000 
feddans reclaimed in Nubaria have been placed under disposal of Egyptians 
France, who requested to participate in national development projects. 


The Minister listened to a number of suggestions made by expatriates and pro- 





mised to consider them. Egyptia. expatriates in France were given copies of a 
pamphlet prepared by the ministry and which includes more than 200 government- 
approved projects that the expatriates could choose from. 
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Campaign to Attract Foreign Currency 


Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 12 May 86 p 2 


{Text ] 


THE despatch of .a commer- 
cial delegation representing 
duty-free shops and the Cus- 
toms Authority to Saudi Ara-' 
bia, Iraq, the: Gulf area,’ 
Yemen and Kuwait has been 
approved by the Minister of. 
Economy and Foreign Trade, 
Dr. Sultan Abu Ali. if 


The delegation will explain 


_ to expatriates the facilities — 
and advantages extended by 


duty-free shop companies to 
Egyptians on their return 
home, with a view to attrac 
ting more foreign currencies 
instead of the expatriates’ 
spending them abroad, said 
the head of the Financial Sec- 
tor at Misr Company for 
Duty-Free Shops, Mr. Yussri 
Fayed. ; toe, a 


~* 


The impact of the recent 
economic resolutions on 
duty-free shops prices will be. 
explained to them, said Mr. ; 
Hosni Shafie, Head of the 
Sales Sector in' the free 
shops. Price increases do not 
exceed 10 per cent, he said. 


He pointed out that mobile 


maintenance centres are avai- 


lable to repair electric 


taken by way of ensuring lar- 
ger sales at this particular 
time of the year when Egyp- 


‘tian teachers working in 
' Arab countries return home 


to spend the summer vaca- 
Lion. 


Expatriate Investment Projects 


Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 24 Apr 86 p 2 


{Text ] 
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FIVE Investment ventures 
at a total cost of LE 
61,700,000 have been assi- 
gned by the Ministry of Emi- 
gration and Expatriates 
Affairs for Egyptian expa- 
triates to participate in. The 
projects include a fish farm 
on 6,000 feddans at. el- 
Manzala Lake that will yield 
about 6,000 tons of fish 
annually, according to the 


Minister of Emigration, Mr. 


; William Sefein. He further 


said that the five enterprises 
also include an agricultural 
mechanisation station that 
will serve 15,000 feddans, a 

LE 1.2-m fruit and vegetable 
canning plant a shrimp farm 
with a capacity of 5,000 tons 
a year, and a cattle-raising 


‘farm on an area of 500 fed-— 


dans. 














SINAI LAND RECLAMATION PLANNED 


Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 21 Apr 86 p 2 


{Text ] 
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A TOTAL of 170,000 fed- 
dans in Wadi el-Arish, Tina 
Valley and Wadi el-Qaa, 
Sinai will be reclaimed with 
the use of Nile wter from the 
Salam canal, said the Minis- 
ter of Reconstruction and 
New Communities, Mr. 
Hasaballah el-Kafrawi, 
during his field visit yvester- 
day to new reconstruction 
projects in South Sinai. Sub- 
terranean wells will also be 
used in the reclamation of 
these lands. The Minister 
also pointed out that in these 
three regions, 200 new villa- 
ges copable of accommoda- 
ting 3 million inhabitants 
will be built. 


Mr. el-Kafrawi added that 
the area of 600 feddans cur- 
rently cultivated in Wadi el- 
Qaa with vegetables and 
fruits, is due to be increased 
to 3.000 feddans. Two new 
villages will be set up in the 
region with all the services 
and utilities required. 

He said that the number of 
fedda.s which have been 


reclaimed since’ 1981 
amounts to 300.000 feddans. 


In allocating title deed’s © 


privity will begiven to small 
farmers and pensioners as 
pievious experiences proved 
that these had been the most 
«uccessful in cultivating the 
mew reclaimed lands. The 
chance will he provided for 
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new university graduates to 
participate in land reclama- 
tion projects in el-Farafara 
region, New Valley. Almost 
60 nnn 

feddans in the region have 


been allocated for that pur-' 


pose. 

Mr. el-Kafrawi added tint 
the two cities fof Sadat and 
October 6 will be officially 
opened during the coming 
October. Work will start in 
setting up el-Obour city on 
the Belbeis cross road at the 
beginning of the coming 
vear. 


The Minister also toured 
the first stage of Sit. Gathe- 
rine tourist village which con- 
sista of 50 chalets. Its cost 
reached LE 5 million and it 
can receive 200 tourists daily. 
The second stage of the vil- 
lage which also includes 50 
chalets is due to be comple- 
ted at the end of the coming 
vear It will include an inter- 
national park and « number 
of playgrounds. 


Mr. el-Kafrawi also visited 
the water desalination sta- 
tion in Taba which will have 
a capacity of 390 cubic 
metres per day and will 
include a reservoir with a 


capacity of 1,200 cubic 


metres. The station will pro- 
vide potable water to Taba 
outlet and Saladin citadel 


region in Pharain island. GSS 
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ALEXANDRIA SEWAGE SITUATION IMPROVES 


Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 5 May 86 p 3 


{Text ] 


19274 
CSO: 


THE Prime Minister, Dr. Ali 
Lutfi, yesterday inspected a 
sewage that has. been 
urgently carried out at 
Alexandria. He stated that 
the twelve sewerage outlets 
on the Alexandria shores 
have been closed, affirming 
that the beaches of the Medi- 


- 


_ Alexandria will get ‘additio- . 
nal suppliis of foodstuffs 


this summer, said Dr. Lutfi, 
‘referring “to an agreement 
made in this respect with the 


,-~_ Ministty of Supply. 
Mr. Farid Sweilam, super- . 
‘visor of the sewage project 


~ explained to the Premier how 


terranean city will be clean ’ 


this summer. 

Alexandria University and 
the Higher Hygiene Institute 
are to conduct the necessary 
studies to make the Alexan- 
dria beaches pollution-free, 


said Dr. Lutfi adding that - . 


the project cost LE 50 million 
and was executed within five 
months. The project will pro- 
tect the shores against rf ollu- 
tion until the year 1990; by 
which time another project, 
currently under way, is due 
to be operational and utilities 
are to be improved to serve 


the expected 2.5 million . 
holiday-makers this year, and . 


the city will be ready to 
receive its guésts early in 
June, said the Premier. 


4504/130 


the project has been carried 


“ out in stages. He explained 


_that ten pumping stations 
have been renovated, three | 


new ‘ones established in the 


- areas of Siuf, Smuha. and 


Kait Bey. In addition, six 
tunnels and a flyover have 
been built in a railway-line 
and irrigation canal area. - ° 

Sewage will be directed 
through drains from eastern 
Alexandria to southern 


.. Alexandria where it will be 


treated, then pumped to the 


" 12-kilometre-long Deir el- 
- Matar canal. The. waste is 


then: directed to the Mariut 
Canal where the sewage 
water, estimated at 300,000 


cubic metres daily, will be 


mixed with about 12 million © 


11 


cubic metres ot tarming drai- 
nage water which is channel- 
Jed to el-Max pumping sta- 


tion 

. In a bid to improve servi- 
ces during the summer sea- 
son'in Alexandria, the Rail- 
way Authority and the 


Public Transport Authority 


are about to run extra 
Alexandria-bound trains and 
buses. - 

Dr. Lutfi, talking about the 
next five year plan, said 
Alexandria will get a large 
share of: the proposed pro 
jects, since the number of 
projects carried out in 
Alexandria under the current 
five-year plan has not been, 
proportional to its popula- 
tion or area, Alexandria 
being the second largest city 
and main sea-port gity. 


. Meanwhile, Dr. Lutfi also 


indicated that the harbour 


and the airport of Port Said 
are scheduled to be improved 
and that for the first time the 
railway-line will be extended 
to Port Said. GSS 
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( 1VERNMENT URGED TO RECONSIDER PESTICIDE USE 


Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 27 Apr 86 p 2 


[Text ] 
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EGYPT'S production of 
ammonia nitrate will be dou- 
bled to reach up to two mil- 
lion tons annually within the 
coming three _‘rs, in order 
to realise se sufficiency in 
fertilizers, said Mr. Sabri 
Aglaan, chairman of the Che- 
mical Industries Authority. 
He pointed out that the 
increase in fertilizer output 
will help cover requirements 
of agriculture and land recla- 
mation, as well as expo 

requirements. 


Mr. Aglaan also said that 
the government of the Fede- 
ral Republic of Germany has 
agreed to extend a loan of 
DM 200 million to participate 
in a project for establishing a 
new factory for ammonia 
nitrate in Alexandria with a 
capacity of 750,000 tons 


12 


annually, 


FIRMS 

He, moreover, said that 
international firms will be 
invited to extend tenders for 
the project very soon. ‘“‘The 
factory will provide jobs for 
one the sand workers’’, he 
adde 


“Feasibility studies are 
currently being conducted 
for ‘:e establishment of a 
num of expansion pro- 
jects 11 the field of ammonia 
.. trate production, especially 
in El-Nasr Company for Fer- 
tilizers in Suez and Talkha, 
Kena Company in Aswan, 
and El-Nasr Company for 
Coke and Basic Chemicals in 
Helwan in a bid to double the 
output of these companies to 
reach 500,000 tons annually’’, 
he said. — GSS 
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FERTILIZER PRODUCTION INCREASED 


Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 27 Apr 86 p 3 


{Text } 


THE government is adopting numerous measures to 
improve the productivity of the agricultural sector, so 
that it may meet a greater percentage of the citizens’ 
requirements. However, despite the importance of 
these measures the Ministry of Agriculture shouid 
seriously reconsider one of them, namely the use of 
pesticides, which increase the levels of environmen- 
tal pollutants and has detrimental effects on birds, 
fish, livestock and humans. In addition, the continued 
use of these substances depletes the soil of vital 
nutrients and eliminates useful mircobes which 
aerate the soil. 


According to a report prepared by Dr. Mohamed 
Helmi Belal, a professor of pesticides at Cairo Univer- 
sity, Egypt imports pesticides with a value of 110 mil- 
lion dollars, annually, making it the second largest 
importer of pesticides in the world. These statistics 
reveal the extent to which chemicals are depended 
on to combat agricultural pests in Egypt, particularly 
when one considers the fact that the agricultural area 
encompasses less than 12 million feddans. The 
report also indicated that 85 per cent, or 7,443 tons, of 
imported chemicals are used to treat the cotton 
crops, with the remaining pesticides being used to 
protect other crops, such as fruits and vegetables. 


The chemical components of pesticides now used 
in the country total approximately 400 and an impor- 
tant repercussion of this is that the pests’ tolerance 
to the pesticides increases. Therefore, the applica- 
tion of greater quantities and, eventually, more toxic 
substances, is required in order to maintain the effec- 
tiveness of the pesticides. Furthermore, increasing 
the application and/or toxicity of the pesticides will 
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further increase the levels of environmental pollu- 
tants and the scope of the detrimentally affected 
land. In addition, crops raised for either human or ani- 
mal consumption will absorb greater quantities of the 
poisonous substances, which will render them 
unsafe for consumption by either man or beast. ” 


Due to the emission of noxious fumes and carbons 
from factories and motor vehicles, the levels of envi- 
ronmental contaminants have already reached dan- 
gerous levels, specifically in large cities, such as 


‘Cairo and Alexandria. Therefore, it is a matter of pri- 


mary importance that the use of chemical-based pes- ' 
ticides in the agricultural sector be substantially cur- 
tailed. 


As a result of modern scientific research, effective 
methods of agricultural pest control have been deve- 
loped and are being utilised in the developed coun- 
tries, and the Ministry of Agriculture should take 
advantage of this information. A further area to be 
considered is the success of Egyptian researchers in 
deriving effective medicinal substances from certain 
domestic herbs and other plants and these research 
activities should be extended to developing natural 
substances for pest control. For example, planting 
certain ornamental plants, such as marigolds adja- 
cent to crops, prevents the crops from becoming 
infested with aphids, as does treating crops with a 
mixture of water and tobacco leaves. 


Due to the serious health and environmental pro- 
blems, the negative effects on arable land and the 
vast sums of foreign currency required to import pes- 
ticides, the Ministry of Agriculture should gradually 
eliminate the use of chemical-based pesticides. 
while concurrently, developing and applying safe 
natural methods of controlling agricultural pests. 
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FUTURE COURSES OPEN TO MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD DISCUSSED 
London AL~MAJALLAH in Arabic 28 May-3 Jun 86 pp 16-17 


[Article by 'Abd-al-Latif al-Minawi: “After the Death of ‘Umar al-Talmasani: 
The Muslim Brotherhood: ‘Middle Solution’ or Extremism?” ] 


[Text] Since ‘Umar al-Talmasani entered the dangerous phase of his illness 

and was moved to the recovery room, the leaders of the Muslim Brotherhood 

have begun to search for a successor to him and to fear in their minds the 
renewed conflicts and struggles that had become hidden with the passage of time. 
Those leaders called for an emergency meeting at the beginning of the current 
month of May to discuss the post-al-Talmasani era. They came forward with 

a request to the Egyptian Minister of the Interior to hold a meeting of the 
general assembly of the Brotherhood in order to choose a new guide. However, 
the minister of the interior refused this request, for no group called the 
Muslim Brotherhood exists legally. So it was decided to hold a reduced meet- 
ing, which some of the leaders of the assembly attended, including Salah Abu- 
Shadi, Mustafa Mashhur, Dr Ahmad al-Malat, Dr Muhammad al-Za'farani, and several 
other leaders. Despite this meeting, the name of a candidate to succeed al- 
Talmasani was not discussed specifically, although the meeting was not able 

to avoid this altogether. In fact, names were suggested and motions were 

made by members of the Brotherhood either to propose a candidate or to convince 
someone to nominate himself. Annovncements and newspaper interviews have 

begun to appear discussing the positions and ideas of the candidates. 


It may be said that the Muslim Brotherhood might be split now into several 
fronts. Each front has its candidate to succeed al-Talmasani. Some of these 
are pointed to as the next guide for certain; some others are pointed to as 
strong rivals who are supported by a wing inside the movement. This does 

not mean that surprises are unlikely, for a candidate may come from outside 
the arena. The experience of al-Hudaybi is still remembered. 


Three or four names have now surfaced, the relative strengths of whom vary 

and around whom various groups have separated. The strongest candidate is 
currently Mustafa Mashhur, one of those who were sentenced to 10 years in 
prison in 1954. He completed these 10 years then traveled to Munich where 

he lived with his daughter who resides there. Then, after his return to Egypt, 
he left once again in September 1981, when he learned in advance of former 
President Anwar al-Sadat's intention to imprison his opponents. He finally 
returned to Egypt after 5 years, which he spent in Germany. Mustafa Mashur 
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was nominated to succeed al-Talmasani by Farid '‘Abd-al-Khaliq, Muhammad al- 
Za'farani, Dr Ahmad al-Malat, members of the Guidance Bureau. He has behind 
him the strength of a group of young Brothers not to be overlooked and the 
zealotry of Mustafa Mashhur. This may be one of the deciding factors in his 
nomination, for he has in the past protested against the method of flexible 
opposition used by the Brot*erhood in dealing with the government. 


Candidates 


The second candidate is Muhammad Hamid Abu-al-Nasr, the oldest member of the 
guidance committee. His age may be the deciding factor in his case. However, 
in addition, he has behind him members of the Brotherhood from Upper Egypt 

and a large number of Brotherhood leaders who spent anywhere from 10 to 15 
years in prison. Muhammad Hamid Abu-al-Nasr played a prominent role in pro- 
tecting the organizational structure of the Brotherhood in the past. He was 
also responsible for the organization of the Brotherhood while Sayid Qatib 

was in prison. The third name in the competition for the post of supreme 
guide is Salah Shadi, a former police officer who was considered the spearhead 
of the Brotherhood within the police. The name of Salah Shadi was strongly 
proposed even before a few weeks had passed. His name was put forward although 
he had been supreme guide of the Brotherhood in May of last year and was re- 
moved by the constituent assembly of the Brotherhood. Despite the fact that 
this experiment was rejected, it is considered an indication of the weight 
that Salah Shadi carries within the group. However, this weight was greatly 
shaken after the newspaper pronouncements that Salih Abu-Raqgiq, one of the 
most prominent and influential leaders in the group, made when he said, ‘I 
think that it would be wise and would avoid dangers if we did not choose the 
Supreme guide from among elements that at one time had something to do with 

a special agency, so that no opportunity may be given to either our internal 
or external enemies to launch campaigns against us and to greedily attack 

us. We are not in need of this problem, especially with regard to violence.” 
The announcement of Abu-Raqiq ended and with it also ended, it appears, the 
chance that Shadi would be choseon as the new guideto the Brotherhood, for 

the name of Salah Shadi was associated with the secret service of the Brother- 
hood and he is a former police officer and the Brotherhood appears to be in 

no need of opening new fronts. Nevertheless, there is a movement in the group’ 
to support Shadi. There are even rumors that say that he was already chosen 
as the guide of the Brotherhood at the Lausanne conference. 


The fourth name mentioned as new guide is that of Muhammad Kamal ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz, 
whom Abu-Raqia proposed. However, ‘'Abd-al'Aziz denied this later and said 
that he was surprised by this proposal. 


The name of the fifth candidate, who is without a doubt the most likely one, 

is still not known and may be contrary to all expectations. For those who 
follow the methods of the Brotherhood would not be surprised if it came up 

with a man who is not conspicuously involved in events to succeed al-Talmasani, 
because a broad base of the Brotherhood rejects the struggles and fierce com- 
petition that do not lead in their eyes to anything but more fragmentation 

and factionalism. Perhaps the story of the accession of al-Hudaybi to the 
position of supreme guide is the best proof of this, since after Hasan al- 
Banna's death, some of the elements of the leadership within the group nominated 
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themselves for the position of supreme guide to oppose Salih al~Ashmawi who 
was a candidate to succeed al-Banna by virtue of the fact that he held the 
position of assistant general guide and was one of his close associates. 

The prevailing belief was that the transfer of authority to al-'Ashmawi would 
take place peacefully and naturally. However, the fact that some members, 
such as ‘Abd-al-Rahman, Ahmad Hasan al-Baquri, and Abd-al-Halim ‘Abidin, had 
nominated themselves in opposition to al-'Ashmawi spurred the broad base to 
elect al-Hudaybi who was not among the most prominent candidates. He was 
chosen in order to avoid a conflict that might have been fatal if matters 
had proceeded in the manner of a fierce competition. 


Thus it may be said that it is difficult to be positive about the name of 
the new leader. The month of Ramadan may be one of the reasons that will 
postpone the settlement of this matter until the return of the leaders of 
the Brotherhood currently located outside of Egypt. 


Another Dilemma 


There still remains another dilemma: In what direction will the Brotherhood 

go in the coming pliase? How will its relations be with the various government 
and party forces? And with the Islamic groups that broke off from the Brother- 
hood? Al-Talmasani was a middle solution acceptable to everyone, for there 
was no conflict or clash, but rather a peaceful and wise movement in all direc- 
tions for the sake of achieving the goals of the group. This method did not 
satisfy many within the group, although they agreed on the goals. 


The group is now divided around two positions concerning the attempts to estab- 
lish an Islamic party. For while some, and at their forefront Salah Shadi 
and his group, believe in the necessity of establishing an Islamic party, 
another faction, at the head of which is Salih Abu-Ragqiq, lean in a different 
direction, seeing the futility of the attempt, since the committee on parties 
will not agree to such a party. As an alternative to this, they propose a 
current policy of action and movement for the Brotherhood that depends on 
dispersing among the parties and attempting to penetrate them and then take 
them over, if possible. Salah Shadi says that he has prepared a program for 
the new Islamic party and that it is currenttly before some of the “wise men” 
to be studied before being sent to the committee on parties. 


Salih Abu-Ragigq, for his part, believes that the three choices available to 

the Brotherhood are: either to create a party, to return the Brotherhood 

to a legal status, or to work through the existing parties. He believes in 

the futility of the attempt to establish a new party and thinks that the enormous 
size of the Brotherhood currently would make it impossible for them to form 

an association under current association law. Thus, only the third proposed 
choice remains-~working through the existing parties. 


A professor of political science and one of the close followers of the Brother- 
hood movement believes that the coming period will not witness a great change 
in the policy of the Brotherhood in this direction, not because they believe 

in it, but because they have no other. Perhaps this position is consistent 
with the nature of the Brotherhood movement, which is characterized by a great 
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measure of intelligence in working out its temporary political alliances. 
Therefore, it is not expected that the Brotherhood will be counted among the 
existing parties, which include the Wafd and the Nationalist Party, but will 
continue its efforts to strengthen its support within these parties and to 
endeavor speedily for the sake of forming its future party. 


Historical Role 


The second question in this area is: Is it possible that the Brotherhood 
will turn in the near future to extremism in its positions in the absence 

of al-Tilmasani, the “middle solution"? Dr 'Abd-al-'Azim Ramadan, a history 
professor who has written a number of things on the Muslim Brotherhood movement 
through the years answers us by telling AL-MAJALLAH that he does not expect 
that the coming phase will witness a noticeable change in ‘Umar al-Talmasani's 
absence, because the Brotherhood has undertaken a historic role for the sake 
of which it has struggled and fought. It has always represented the moderate 
and enlightened trend in Islamic political thought. This trend has become 
now an example for the most extreme Islamic groups in their imposing their 
authority on the Islamic youth. I do not think that the Brotherhood under 

any other leadership will be in a better situation than it was during al- 
Talmasani's era. Its existence is necessary in Egyptian political life in 
order to find the right balance among the Islamic movements. 


When AL-MAJALLAH asked Dr Ramadan if the group's tendency to head toward ex- 
tremism during the coming period might itself suggest a name to succeed al- 
Talmasani or if the candidate would be the one who might impose this direction, 
he said that no future personality will affect the position of the group because 
every political party has a historical role that directs it, regardless of 

its leadership. However, if the Brotherhood headed toward extremism, they 
would hasten the end of the historic role they have played hecause the age 

in which we live needs more enlightened Islamic movement and not a more extreme 
one. 


The Brotherhood and Islamic Groups 


Shaykh 'Umar al-Talmasani told AL-MAJALLAH once, "We believe that the violence 
to which some religious youth have resorted is not an expression of fundamental 
trend among them, but is rather a reaction to the different kinds of torture 
and oppression that they have suffered. It was by the grade of God to the 
Brotherhood that it has not attacked or accused any of these groups which 

have made it a target of their antagonism, attacks, and slander. This is 

one of the things with which God has graced the Brotherhood. If the Brother- 
hood used violence, it would be able to contain these groups easily. But 

we try to have a peaceful dialogue with them in the manner of a good religious 
exhortation. I believe that the retum of the Brotherhood could be tantamount 
to a safety valve against these groups for any excesses on their part.” 


This is what al-Talmasani said about the groups and he was speaking for his 
movement. The question is this: How will future relations be? Perhaps the 
description that Salah ‘Isa the well-known Egyptian writer used to characterize 











the Brotherhood is the most appropriate to answer this question: “The funda- 
mental law that has governed the alliances of the Brotherhood throughout its 
existence has not been the achievement of the common goals, be they temporary 
or permanent, that bring it and other political forces together.” This dis- 
cription fits because it answers most of the questions raised, including the 
relation with other Islamic groups. For it is not expected in the coming 
period that the Brotherhood will get involved in a relationship with these 
groups that might be counted against it. But it will try to attract them 

to its position without concessions or sacrifices from its side and without 
risking worsening relations with any other political movement with which it 
is in its interest to make an alliance. For the political savvy of the Musiim 
Brotherhood is unquestionable. However, depite this there remain qr‘estion 
marks and expressions of expectation on faces, as they wait for an answer 

to the important question: What, after ‘Umar al-Talmasani? Is it a “middle 
solution” or extremism? 


13292/7051 
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OIL IN WESTERN DESERT--Five international companies specialised in oil, min- 
eral wealth and subterranean water exploration, started their activities in 
the Western Desert, Seiwa desert, Matruh and el-Salloum to be acquainted 
with the districts of concessions granted to them by the Ministry of 
Petroleum. These companies will examine soil and test stone layers in 

which oil could be found, according to the Governor of Matruh, Mr Yousri el- 
Shami. He further said that the experts of petroleum affirmed that the 
scientific reports conducted on a large scale have proved the. possibility 
of discovering petroleum in the said districts. Mr el-Shami pointed out 
that the concessions of these companies range from 4 to 8 years and these 
agreements will be re-considered in the light of results achieved. [Text] 
[Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 18 May 86 p 2] /9274 


TRADE WITH POLAND, MALAYSIA--Transaction worth 60 million dollars to each 
country will be signed at the end of the present month by Egypt and Poland. 
According to Mr Ali Abdin, Chairman of the General Company for frade and 
Chemicals, exports covered by the transaction include cotton, cotton yarn, 
textiles, leather products rice and car spare parts, while imports will in- 
clude sulphur, chemicals, plastics, paper, timber, building materials and 
light transport means. He added that similar transaction was recently 

signed with Malaysia, which will be worth 32 million dollars to each country, 
will be executed next month. According to the terms of this transaction, 
cotton yarn and textiles, phosphate, aluminium and fruit will be exported and 
rubber, timber and tin will be imported. [Text] [Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE 
in English 20 Apr 86 p 2] /9274 


NATURAL GAS ON NORTHERN COAST--The recently discovered fields of natural gas 

on the northern coast, some 80 kilometres from Mersa Matruh, will be utilised 
for the purpose of water desalination, for the first time in Egypt, said the 
Minister of Petroleum and Mineral Resources, Mr Abdul Hadi Kandil. This 

project will help cultivate new areas of land on the norhtern coast and will 
provide drinking water for petroleum companies’ workers and their families in 
the Western Desert, he said. "The new project comes within the framework of 
the Ministry's policy that aims at establishing new integrated residential 
communities enjoying self-sufficiency in supply commodities and services," 

said the Minister. Natural gas discovered in these areas will also be used to 
operate the electricity generating station, which is to be set up on the northern 
coast in a bid to save the biggest quantity possible of petroleum as a strategic 
reserve, said Mr Kandil. [Text] [Cairo THE EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 27 Apr 
86 p 2] /9274 
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SUDAN 


PRIME MINISTER ELECT AL-SADIQ AL-MAHDI INTERVIEWED 


Lagos THE AFRICAN GUARDIAN in English 8 May 86 p 54 


{Text ] 


UDANESE prime-minister elect, 
Sadiq Al Mahdi, had a long chat 
with The African Guardian’s Reporter- 
Researcher, Ngozi Ojidoh, at his Party's 
headquarters in Omduman, Khartoum, 
on some pressing national issues. They 
include the civil war in Southern Sudan, 
the economic crisis and the application 
of Sharia law. 
Below are excerpts from the interview: 


The African Guardian: What is the 
state of the Sudanese economy? 


Al Mahdi: The Sudanese economy 
has been dealt a very heavy blow by the 
ousted regime. The regime of Nimeiry 
by its very nature depended on coer- 
cion, misinformation, and the corrupt 
practice of buying political favours. All 
this meant a lot of over-expenditure that 
was more than the country’s earned re- 
venue and had a very negative effect on 
the economy. 


Secondly, because of the bandit na- 
ture of the regime it did not really make 
any genuine development effort. The 
economy suffered tremendously and 
the country also acquired a huge exter- 
nal debt of US $12 billion which is more 
than the national product. This is the 
economic record of the Nimeiry regime. 

However, we believe that the coun- 
try’s potential in terms of resources is 
very good indeed. We think that with 
proper leadership, proper economic 
administration and the complete eli- 
mination of corruption, it is possible 
that the Sudanese economy will very 
soon take off. 


What about the recurring problem of 
the South? 


The question of the South is an impor- 
tant one. We think that for the first time 
in modern history the problem of the 
South is no longer posed by the different 
factions involved in terms of separation 
or seccession but in terms of differences 
over the nature of government and polli- 
tics of the whole Sudan. This is an in- 
dication of the development of a nation- 
al conscience in the Sudan that was ab- 
sent in the recent past. Secondly, there 
is no longer a kind of North-South 
polarisation. Many problems that are 
within the South itself which re- 
quire a revolution in terms of justice, 
are not expressed at all in terms of 
North-South confrontation. 

How do you think the problem can be 
¢ffectively resolved? 

The genuine issues that can and 
should be resolved by the constitutional 
conference are the relations — be- 
tween the centre and the region, the 
issue of balanced development between 
the different parts of the country, the 
issue Of participation which should 
mean that the different ethnic groups in 
the Sudan are properly participating in 
the public life of the country, the issue 
of the reconcilliation between the 
aspiration of the moslem majority and 
that of non-moslems, the issue of Arab- 
ism and Africanism in the identity of the 
country, the issue of the national com- 
position and deployment of the armed 
forces, and the issue of the just distribu- 
tion of the country’s revenue and miner- 
al wealth. 











We believe that these issues are 
genuine and should be examined and 
resolved by the suggested constitutional 
conference. If all goes well, it is possible 
to outline an agreement between the 
Sudanese people over those issues. 


Now to the controversial issue of the 
Sharia law. What is its place in the new 
political reality? What do you think of 
the way Nimeiry applied Sharia? 

What Nimeiry did had nothing to do 
with Sharia. He simply legislated laws 
which used the name of Islam to but- 
tress dictatorship, to buttress coercion. 
Therefore, we have said that those laws 
are a mutilation of Islam, an insult to 


Islam and should be completely abro- 
gated. 


But isn’t it true that your party is also 
Islamic in orientation 

Yes, we are an Islamic ideological 
movement which has outlined its road 
to islamisation clearly in a set of books; 
one of them is titled /slarnic Punishment 
in the light of an Islamic Social Order. 
Every aspect of life to do with Islamisa- 
tion is discussed and analysed in this 
book. 

Anyway, part of our scheme for the 
revival of Islam involves an agreement 
with non-muslim Sudanese about the 
outline and preservation of their full 
citizenship rights, their full human 
rights and their full religious rights 

In your own programme would Sudan 
be under an Islamic judicial, political 
and economic system or would it be a 
secular state in all respects? 

Well you see, our first point is that the 
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distinction between this and that is not 
legitimate in Islam, because Islam ca- 
ters for secular rights within its own sys- 
tem. If we reject Nimeiry’s concept of 
Islam it is because the issue of secularity 
and non-secularity does not arise really. 


Is there no contradiction between run- 
ning an Islamic State and guaranteeing 
the fundamental rights of non-mosiem 
Sudanese? Since they can conveni- 
ently argue that they have a right to 
drink, would such a state in the Sudan 
invest money for the importation or 
brewing of alcohol for instance? 

Under a proper Islamic regime non- 
mosiems are not required to abide by 
such principles. They may drink alcohol 
and trade in alcohol without being 
in anyway opposed to Islam. 


HAT lessons do you draw from 

Nimeiry’s foreign policy. 
Nimeiry’s mistake was to align himself 
first with the East, thereby incurring 
the wrath of the West, then he aligned 
himself with the West with the reverse 
consequences. In both cases the lesson 
of his regime is that allignment is 
wrong. 

With regards to our neighbours, 
Nimeiry followed an active kind of poli- 
cy which is wrong for Sudan be- 
cause, as I pointed out earlier, the 
Sudan has eight neighbours. Such a situa- 
tion requires the pursuance of a ba- 
lanced policy which is based on good 
neighbourliness, thereby preventing 
any kind of polarisation amongst our 
neighbours. 
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SUDANESE WOMEN'S UNION PRESIDENT INTERVIEWED 


Khartoum SUDANOW in English May 86 p 13 


[Text } 


Sudanow contributor, Nabawia Mo- 
hamed Mahgoub, discussess the position 
of womeén with Fatima Ahmed Ibrahim 
the critically outspoken president of 
the Sudanese Women’s Union. 


SUDANOW: It is argued that the May 
regime granted Sudanese women their 
economic, political and social rights. 
What is your comment? 

FATIMA: This argument is completely 
wrong. Above all it is inconsistent with 
the nature and politics of that regime. 
In fact, Sudanese women enjoyed 
fundamental rights since the 1960s 
under the leadership of the Sudanese 
Women’s Union. They acquired their 
political rights in 1965, the right of 
equal pay for equal work in 1967, 
the right to maternity leave, equal 
employment opportunities and the 
right to a pension in February 1969. 
By e 1969, when Nimeiri took 
over, the rights of Sudanese women 
were already approved on the legal 
level, though they had not yet been 
implemented. The May regime dis- 
torted the concept of women’s rights 
because its policies were not designed 
to serve the interests of the masses, 
including of course Sudanese women. 
Under conditions of increasing mass 
impoverishment ard rising prices — 
to the extent that people’s income 
could not meet the expenses of basic 
necessities — it is inconceivable to 
talk about women’s rights. For 
example, how could working Sudanese 
women think about their future pen- 
sions if the minimum requirements of 
their daily life were not guaranteed? 
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Under these deteriorating economic 
conditions, and the lack of health 
care and human housing, the coming 
of a new child in itself became an addi- 
tional burden to be shouldered by the 
family. Thus, the right for materity 
leave became meaningless. 

Moreover, Nimeiri’s policies led to 
clear cut class divisions. They created 
a class of millionaires at the expense 
of the poor majority. The famine which 
resulted in the death of millions was the 
logical outcome of this policy. In such 
a class seciety where men themselves 
could not be equal, equality between 
man and woman is completely impos- 
sible. Since there is a minority of ex- 
ploiters and an exploited majority, Su- 
danese women could be classified only 
within the most exploited. 


Q: Although women participated ir 
the political struggle against the May 
regime, they are not represented in the 
transitional government. How can you 
explain this? 


A: There is a simple explanation. 
Firstly, those who assumed powe1 


were not representative of the masses. 
The Transitional Military Council 
(TMC) was not brought in by the 
masses. Secondly, those who supervised 
the formulation of the Council of 
Ministers have hostile attitudes to- 
wards women and they do not recognise 
women’s rights and their struggles. 


Q: The Establishment Bureau adminis- 
trators justified the discrimination in 


the housing allowance between the 
married women and men by refer- 








ring to sharia law, which confines the 
responsibility of supporting the family 


to the husband only, What do you think - 


about this? 

A: This is one of the problems of those 
who are planning for this country. For 
example, those who designed the 
housing allowance neglected the crux 
of the matter, which is the housing cri- 
sis. A  pxoportion of 25 per cent 
of the basic salary is not sufficient to 
hire a house. In fact, the allowance 
of the husband together with that 
of his wife is also not sufficient. How- 
ever, more important here is that 
working women’s rights should not be 
decided on the grounds that the man 
is responsible or that she is a female. 
Women perform the same work as well 
as men. 


Q: How do you explain the rejection by 
the TMC and the Council of Minis- 
ters of the National Alliance’s pro- 
posal for the representation of modern 
forces in the parliament (which would 
give women nine seats)? 
A: The TMC and the Council of Minis- 
ters deprived the modern forces 
(workers, peasants, professionals, etc.) 
of their right to be represented in the 
liament. This decision was made 
ecause both councils know the 


significant role which these fortes © 


pla:ved in the xevolt. They were able to 
organise a political strike which led to 
the downfall of the regime. It is na- 
tural that women could not be re- 
presented by the two Councils that 
denied this right to the modern forces. 


Q: Do you think that the performance 
of the transitional government satisfies 
women’s expections? 
A: The transitional government did not 
even fulfil the agenda of the National 
Charter. How could women expect 
anything from this government? In 
‘ fact, women expect nothing from it — 
and indeed what women receive is 
neglect and unfaireness. 


Q: What do you think about the sug- 
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gestion of the formulation of a na- 
tional government after the elections? 
A: I think this is off the point. This 
suggestion could be accepted only as 
an alternative to elections on the 
grounds that the financial situation 
of the cofintry could not tolerate the 
expenditure of the election or if it was 
accompanied by a suggestion calling 
for the resignation of the two Councils 
and formulation of a new government 
to fulfil the agenda of the National 
Charter, firstly, and secondly to put 
another Charter for the Salvation of the 
country in these areas in which there 
are no political differences. To in- 
terfere in affairs which are not included 
in the agenda of the transitional period 
is a matter which I can not understand, 
especially when we know that this 
— failed to achieve its basic 
uty. 

Q: What are the priorities of the Su- 
danese women’s struggle during the 
next stage? 

A: We believe that the first task of 
women in the next stage is to practise 
their political rights and to struggle to 
be part of the decision-making. Poli- 
tics interferes in women’s private affairs. 
Politics determine the prices of all 
women’s necessities, the milk for their 
children and the nutrition of their fa- 
milies. Thus if a policy is directed to- 
wards the interest of the masses it will 
provide the necessities for women. 
Therefore, we believe that women 
should try to direct the nation’s policy 
to serve and safeguard the interests of 
the masses. The second task is to solve 
the problem of homeless children. This 
huge army of homeless children re- 
presents a serious problem in our so- 
ciety and it is inhumane to leave them 
without food and a home. The third 
task is to emancipate men and 
women from illiteracy. The fourth 
taks is the amendment of the family 
law in accordance with Islamic and 
Christian jurisprudence. 











TUNISIA 


MZALI'S POWER BASE SAID TO BE ERODED BY CABINET RESHUFFLE 


London MIDDLE EAST ECONOMIC DIGEST in English 24 May 86 pp 25, 26 


(Text } 


THE power of Tunisia’s Prime Minister 
Mohamed Mzali has been eroded in recent 
weeks by a series of cabinet reshuffles that 
have removed his allies from the govern- 
ment. Diplomats in Tunis are still uncertain 
whether these changes herald the removal 
of Mzali himself — an event that would 
open up a potentially bitter struggle for the 
premiership, and thus the succession to the 
aging President Bourguiba. 

The roots of these political changes lie in 
a power shift that has taken place since 
summer 1985 at the presidential palace in 
Carthage. President Bourguiba, whose 
health has improved since his heart prob- 
lems of November 1984, has again started 
to take an interest in the day-to-day running 
of the government. More important, fresh 
advisers have gained access to the presi- 
dent, supplanting in turn Bourguiba’s for- 
mer private secretary Allala Laouiti, his wife 
Wassila, his son Habib Bourguiba and his 
special adviser Mongi Kooili. 

In the saturation coverage given to pres- 
idential activities by the local press and 
television, a new set of faces appear by the 
president's side — on his daily walks and at 
Official palace functions. Mansour Skhiri, 
the head of the president's private office, 
Mahmoud Belhassine, Bourguiba's special 
adviser, and Saida Sassi, his niece, have 
all to a greater or lesser extent helped the 
president to take the decisions that have 
reduced the power of the prime minister, 
diplomats say. 

The backdrop to these changes is the 
deteriorating economic situation in Tunisia 
and the unrest at the university and among 
the trades unions. The recent political 
changes have expressed the president's 
new resolve that something must be done 
to rectify the position. A drive against 
corruption in high places began towards the 
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end of last year and has resulted in the 
imprisonment of a former head of Tunis Air 
and a former chairman of Union Tunisienne 
de Banques. It was Wassila and Habib 
Bourguiba Jr's attempts to intercede on 
behalf of these men that led to their 


estrangement from the president. 


Ammunition 

Mansour Skhiri’s appointment in Decem- 
ber 1985 to oversee development projects 
is expected to supply ammunition for other 
such investigations — a judicial inquiry has 
been set up to examine the Tunis metro 
project, which has been the subject of 
substantial delays and cost overruns. 
Skhiri’s position was further strengthened 
on 7 April, when he replaced Mezri Chekir 
as minister for the civil service and adminis- 
trative reform in the first of the cabinet 
reshuffles. Skhiri now has offices in the two 
centres of power in Tunisia — the presiden- 
tial palace at Carthage and the govern- 
ment’s headquarters in the Casbah. 

The change was a “key signal” to the 
prime minister, observers say. Not only did 
it set the seal on the rise of Mansour Skhiri, 
but it also removed one of Mzali’s closest 
cabinet allies — Chekir. The subsequent 
reshuffles have further reduced Mzali's 
influence. 

The US raid on Libya and a further spell 
of student unrest at Tunis university pro- 
vided the background for the next set of 
cabinet changes. Street demonstrations 
outside the US embassy were broken up by 
the police as the government refused to 
condemn the American attack — partly 
because of Bourguiba's traditional sym- 
pathy for the US, and partly due to present 
cool relations with Libya. 

Soon after this challenge to the govern- 
ment's authority — which resulted in the 








imprisonment of opposition leader Ahmed 
Mestiri — student demonstrations erupted 
ai the university. About 1,500 arrests were 
made and a student member of the Islamic 
party was shot by police. 


Tough line 

Mzali was on a visit to Kasserine, in the 
southwest, when the next changes were 
decided. Zine el-Abidine Ben Ali, responsi- 
ble since the January 1984 riots for reform- 
ing the country’s police and security forces, 
was appointed interior minister, taking the 
portfolio from Mzali. Diplomats say this 
indicates that the government will take a 
tough line on student and union demonstra- 
tions. 

At the same time, Bourguiba decided a 
reform of the university system designed to 
combat the unrest, which stems mainly 
from the demands of Islamic activists. The 
university is to be split into three sections, 

- located at separate sites in the north, centre 
and south of the country. Amor Chedli was 
brought into the cabinet in the 5 May 
reshuffle to supervise these reforms. 

Other Mzaii allies to leave the cabinet are 
the former culture minister Bechir Ben 
Slama, replaced in the latest reshuffle on 
12 May, and Amor Guedira, removed from 
his post as secretary-general at the Interior 
Ministry. Guedira’s departure leaves Zine 
el-Abidine Ben Ali in sole control of the 
police and security forces. 

An attempt has also been made to invigo- 
rate the administration of the economy, 
according to a plan put forward by Rachid 

- Sfar. In the 28 April reshuffle, Sfar was 
transferred to the old Finance Ministry — 
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renamed Finance & Economy —- and the 
former National Economy Ministry was split 
up. Energy and mines are handled by Salah 
Ben M'Barka, the former finance minister: 
the industry and commerce portfolio goes 
to Slaheddine Ben Mbarek, former head of 
the Banque de Co-operation du Maghreb 
Arabe (BMCA), the joint venture bank set 
up with Algeria. 

Mzali's position may become clearer 
after the congress of the ruling Parti 
Socialiste Destourien (PSD), planned to be 
held between 19-21 June, diplomats say. 
The congress is to discuss party strategy 
ahead of the November parliamentary elec- 
tions — the first since the elections of 
November 1981 in which the PSD swept 
the polls, amid allegations of ballot-rigging. 

The elections pose yet another challenge 
to the prime minister. Mzali has in the past 
advocated a policy of increased democra- 
cy, Calling last November for free and fair 
elections in 1986. He held exploratory talks 
with the Islamic party — the Mouvement de 
la Tendance Islamique (MTI) — at about 
the same time, leading to speculation that 
the party would be allowed to contest the 
elections. 

The recent clampdown on Islamic activ- 
ists at the university, and the arrest of 
Ahmed Mestiri, suggest the government 
may take a different line. A substantial 
electoral reverse for the PSD, the party that 
Bourguiba founded, would not be tolerated 
by the president, diplomats say. And they 
point out that by losing control of the:interior 
portfolio, Mzali has lost the ministry that will 
organise — and if necessary distort — the 
November elections. 











EFFECT OF FALLING OIL PRICES ON ECONOMY 








London MIDDLE EAST ECONOMIC DIGEST in English 10 May 86 p 33 


{Text ] 


THE various economic difficulties Tunisia 
has faced since 1982 came to a head in 
summer 1985, when the government im- 


posed a severe cutback on imports. The | 
rising deficit on the current account in 


1982-84 brought about a worrying increase 


in external indebtedness. And foreign ex- | 


change reserves have dwindled from $607 
million at the end of 1982 to $233 million at 
the end of last year. A further challenge is 
posed this year by the recent collapse in the 
price of oil, which still accounts for more 
than 40 per cent of total export earnings. 
Other exports — phosphates, agricultural 
goods and solid fertilisers — are unlikely to 
show much growth in 1986, so further 
import cuts are likely if the balance of 
payments position is to improve. 


Growth The fluctuations ‘in the agricul- 
ture sector since 1981 have had the 
greatest influence on changes in gross 
domestic product (GDP). Growth in other 
sectors, such as industry and tourism, has 
been siuggish. The severe drought of 1982 
was mainly responsible for the small con- 
traction of total GDP — at constant prices 
— in that year. Since then, constant GDP 
growth has been roughly 5 per cent a year, 
as the agricultural sector has slowly reco- 
vered; the population is growing at a rate of 
about 21 per cent a year. Prospects for 
1986 growth are affected by the poor 
outlook for the agricultural sector, which 
has again been hit by drought in the south 
and central regions. MEED predicts a 
growth figure of about 3 per cent for 1986. 


Balance of payments The trade deficit 
exceeded $1,000 million every year in the 
1980-84 period, but fell back to about $810 
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million last year as a result of a clampdown 
on imports. Revenue from oil exports, 
which made up 42 per cent of total exports 
in 1985, has fallen consistently in dollar 
terms since 1981. Production peaked in 
1983 at 111,000 barrels a day (b/d) and 
Tunisia is expected to become a net energy 
importer in the early 1990s. 

A further fall in oil income in 1986 is 
expected to cut total export revenues this 
year to $1,400 million. Assuming there is 
some easing of the restrictions on imports 
this year, and given the poor outlook for the 
cereals harvest this summer, total imports 
should hold steady at about $2,400 million 
(see table). 

The current account deficit moved sharp- 
ly upwards in 1982 and remained at around 
$700 million annually for three years, bring- 
ing about a worrying rise in external debt. 
Tourism revenues and remittances from 
Tunisians working abroad have not proved 

| Sufficient to close the gap left by the trade 

| account. The improved trade figures for 

| 1985 allowed a temporary reduction in the 
current account deficit, but the poor trade 
outlook for 1986 suggests the current 
account deficit will widen again to about 
$700 million. 


Public spending The government has 
attempted various ways of reversing the 
growth in the budget deficit that took place 
between 1982-85. In January 1984, it tried 
to reduce an annual commodity subsidy of 
about TD 100 million ($140 million) by 
doubling bread and wheat product prices. 
The move sparked off countrywide rioting 
and forced the government to back down. 
Commodity subsidies will now be reduced 
gradually, and cuts have been imposed 
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instead on the investment budget. An 18 
per cent cut has been budgeted for 1986 in 
an attempt to reduce the budget deficit by 
11 per cent, to TD 430 million ($596 mil- 
lion). Meanwhile, debt service accounts for 
an ever-growing slice of government 
spending — 22 per cent of total budgeted 
spending in 1986. 


Debt Total external debt reached about 
$5,500 million at the end of 1985, com- 
pared with $5,290 million at the end of 
1984. The country has been forced to 
borrow to finance its deficit on the current 
account, pushing the totai debt up to rough- 
ly 65 per cent of GDP at current prices. Debt 
service has also been rising steadily, 
amounting to a total $800 million in 1985, 
and the government has been forced into 
more expensive borrowing on the interna- 
tional financial markets to cover its current 
account deficit. Tunisia managed to stay 
away from the markei in 1985 by cuting 
imports and drawing down exchange re- 
serves. But reserves have fallen to mini- 
mum levels, and the country is likely to 
resort to the international capital markets 
on an annual basis for the foreseeable 
future. 


Outlook After a successful attempt to 
improve the balance of payments position 
in 1985, Tunisia faces a difficult year in 
1986 as a result of the oil price collapse. 
The deficit on the current account is ex- 
pected to increase again to roughly $700 
million as the trade deficit widens and 
tourism income improves only marginally. 
The government will have to borrow on the 
international markets to finance these de- 
ficits at a time when banks are becoming 
more and more concerned about the coun- 
try’s prospects. One option that the govern- 
ment has yet to sanction is a rescheduling 
of external debt. If no further savings can be 
found in the investment budget or by cutting 
imports, it is an option Tunisia may be 
forced to consider. 
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ISRAEL 


LABOR MINISTER QATZAV PROFILED 
Tel Aviv KCTERET RASHIT in Hebrew No 174, 2 Apr 86 pp 16-18 
[Article by Na'omi Levitzqi: "The Other Face of Moshe Qatzav"] 


[Text] He was the only politician that came out from the Herut convention as 
unruffled as when he entered it. Even when he was forced to get off the stage 
under guard, while the supporters of Sharon and Levi were screaming at him 
that he broke up the convention, Moshe Qatzav kept his good manners. It seems 
that he is resistant to the type of violence that makes other Herut leaders, 
including even Yitzhaq Shamir, lose their cool. He forgets his manners on 
other occasions, far away from newspapermen's notebooks an? television 
cameras. 


Moshe Qatzav, 40 years old, a professional public figure, bears the 
communication image of a good Jerusalem boy. It is doub*ful that this image 
will be useful to him during the continuation of his path, when he tries’ to 
establish a place for himself at the Herut top. In any event, this image is 
far from Qatzav's manner of work in reality. As he demonstrated during his 
generally successful term of office as head of the council of Qiryat Mal'akhi 
and later in the Knesset and in the government, Qatzav the politician--to 
differentiate from Qatzav the man--can be egoistical, party-minded, bad- 
tempered, and intolerant to the point of discomfort. True, most politicians 
are such, but the public image that Qatzav has created for himself says: ad 
am not like everyone." 


In 1969 Qatzav ran for the office of head of the council of Qiryat Mal'akhi. 
His opponent was David 'Avudi, a member of the Alignment. Qatzav was 24 years 
old. He won and became the youngest council head in the country. The 
Alignment contested the results and after 3 months expelled him. In 1973 he 
ran again, signed a rotation agreement, and after 2 years returned as head of 
the council. People say that he has succeeded in his job. 


In 1977 ‘Ezer Weizmann, then one of the heads of Herut, saw to it that Moshe 
Qatzav was put on the Likud list for the Knesset. Qatzav aspired to more. 
"When I was elected head of the council," he says, "I was happy, but I wanted 
to be a Knesset member. When I was elected to the Knesset, my dream was to be 
a deputy minister, and when I became a deputy minister, I began to think about 
the post of minister. Each time I dreamt about another forward step." 


29 








Method of Appointments 


Polished politicans know that their road will be paved not only by their 
charm, but also by means of political appointments. This phenomenon is 
especially acute in the present government. If Qatzav is unusual, he is 
unusual in a bad way. I heard about his first personal appointment in Qiryat 
Maltakhi. When he was the council head, he saw to it that his uncle, Haviv 
Alon, was appointed director-general of the local center for culture, youth, 
and sports with management consisting mainly of Herut members at his side. 
When Qatzav was appointed deputy minister of housing and was put in charge of 
neighborhood renewal, he appointed Arye Fiqel, his personal assistant, project 
director in Qiryat Mal'akhi against the wishes of the council head. 


In September 1984 he was appointed minister of labor and social welfare--the 
youngest government minister. A wave of political appointments intended to 
Strengthen Qatzav's position in his party swept the ministry in 2 months. 


He works by the stick and carrot method. At first he invites the victim and 
suggests that he leave willingly with increased compensations and fully paid 
long leaves. If he fails, he adopts the stick method: He isolates the 
victim, restricts his steps, curtails his authority, and, finally, fires him, 
claiming that he does not perform his job. "People say that you are 
destroying public service," I told Qatzav. "You fire professionals and bring 
in unqualified Herut members." 


"Indeed, there are political appointments," Qatzav says, "but I did not 
dismiss professionals in order to bring in my people. I demand 100 percent 
qualifications for every job. I am not satisfied even with 90 percent 
qualifications in order to bring in my people. But if 70 percent of the state 
employees are allowed to be identified with the Alignment, there is no reason 
to disqualify Herut members. Everything that I do is done in accordance with 
the law and civil service regulations." 


Violations of Civil Service Regulations 


The Institute of Labor Productivity was one of his first victims. This is a 
professional institute, which operates as a public corporation in cooperation 
with the Histadrut and employers. Former ministers of labor, including TAMI 
members, avoided touching the institute. Not so Qatzav. Israel Midan, a 
professional man and one of the founders of this institute, was removed from 
the post of director-general. Qatzav replaced him with Yosef Doritel, a 
public figure in the Herut branch in Tel Aviv, whose qualifications as an 
engineer and his private business ventures were controversial ("Yosqe's 
Return," KOTERET RASHIT, 150). The appointment was made against the position 
of the Histadrut and employers. The two bodies are now engaged in 
negotiations for the establishment of an alternative to the institute, which, 
in fact, functions today as a department submissive to the Ministry of Labor. 


"Let them leave," Qatzav says. "I am doing what I think is right. The prime 


minister also telephoned me, seeking to prevent Midan's replacement, but I 
stuck to my opinion." 
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He appointed Nissim Barukh director-general of national insurance. Indeed, 
this is a political appointment, but the man has a professional background. 
Other appointments in national insurance are less camouflaged. We will 
mention a few: David Men'a, a senior public figure in the Herut movement, was 
appointed depuvy director-general for special tasks (incidentally, Men'a 
apparently violates civil service regulations, which prohibit political 
activities by state employees). Qatzav appointed Arye Figel, his senior 
assistant, assistant to spokesman Dov Qol. Moshe Hoge, formerly personal 
assistant to Avraham Natan, a Herut member, a civil service commissioner, was 
appointed deputy director-general of administration. Asher Nagar was 
appointed director of the Tel Aviv branch and Moti al-Farih, director of the 
Haifa branch. Both of them are members of the outgoing Herut center. 


Ya'aqov ‘Aqnin, a land merchant in the areas and formerly head of the Israel 
Land Administration, was appointed Qatzav's special salaried adviser for Arab 
affairs (!). Recently, ‘'Aqnin's name has appeared as the central figure in 


the investigation of the land bribe case in the bank. ‘Aqnin has resigned 
from his job in the Ministry of Labor. 


The next candidate for dismissal is Barukh Haqlai, director-general of the 
employment. service. Haqlai, a veteran member of the service, refuses to 
leave. Qatzav uses the stick tactic on him. He appointed Aharon Sadovnigq, a 
member of Herut, deputy director-general for workers' affairs at his side. 
Moshe Asulin, former deputy director-general, received a new job: deputy 
director-general for special tasks. Now two people receive salaries, 
transportation, and additional hours. I asked Qatzav if, indeed, he intended 
to replace Haqlai. "I have not yet decided," he answered. 


Qatzav Camp 


The abundance of advisers and personal assistants, with whom Qatzav has 
surrounded himself, is one of the phenomena in absolute contradiction to his 
personal modesty. They include Shamir's people, Levi's people, and Sharon's 
people. This is one of the proofs that Qatzav seeks to establish for himself, 
at the next stage, an independent camp of his own--the Qatzav camp. 


(Marian Grisaryo) is assistant to the minister. He holds an additional post-- 
treasurer of the local council of Ganey Tiqva. Edmund Mutzafi is adviser to 
the minister on employment in the Arab sector and Rami Levi, adviser to the 
minister on Galilee affairs. Avi Lev is assistant to the director-general. 
Shim'on Moshe is adviser to the minister. Yo'av Alon is assistant to _ the 
minister and Avi Yitzhaq is assistant to the minister (Qatzav says that Yo'av 
Alon is leaving). One adviser serves as a camouflage and works without a 
Salary. This is Dr Gad Deqel, the brother of Mikhael Deqel, a pensioner 
serving as adviser on vocational training matters. The battery of assistants 
and advisers extends the confusion in the ministry's professional team. These 
people can, perhaps, solve their own problems of unemployment and those of 
their colleagues, but their ability to solve the oppressive unemployment 
problems of the state is limited. The professional team's authority is 
curtailed and the team is not included in the decision-making process. Those 
that are not Herut members fear dismissal. 
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Wireless Telephone 


When he left the post of head of the council of Qiryat Mal'takhi for the 
appointment of deputy minister, he vacated his chair to his deputy Yosef 
(Vatanuno). On the eve of the elections (Va'anuno) and other party activists 
left Herut and joined 'Ezer Weizmann's Yahad. Qatzav did not forgive him for 
his "desertion," as he called it. He began to organize activities to remove 
(Va'tanuno). On the outside he denied any involvement in the internal affairs 
of the village. From time to time the sharpest exchanges of words broke out 
between the two. Perhaps Qatzav would have come out the winner from this 
struggle if he had not bought a wireless telephone during one of his visits to 
the United States. 


He liked this game. He used to sit in the garden of his home and to talk with 
friends. Moshe Shim'on, "Shimi" to his friends, a central Herut activist in 
the village and a follower of Ariel Sharon, also wanted to hear the content of 
Qatzav's conversations. He used to situate himself close to Qatzav's home 
with his own wireless telephone and to join in and listen to his 
conversations. He did not wish to cause harm; he only wanted information. 
The fact that information is equal to power is also recognized at the local 
level of politics. One day Shim'on heard Qatzav planning a strategic move to 
expel the council head. He jumped with excitement and with the telephone in 
his hand ran quickly to the home of a neighbor so that the latter too might 
hear this. Qiryat Mal'akhi is a small village and within a few minutes 
everyone, including the council head, knew the content of the conversation. 


"At first I supported (Va'tanuno) as head of the council," Qatzav said, "but I 
was disappointed at his performance. It also hurt me very much that he left 
the party. I love 'Ezer and we have excellent relations. But the office of 
council head is a very strong political position of power. Since he joined 
Yahad there has been a break between us." 


As the date of elections to the Knesset drew closer, the atmosphere in the 
village became heated. The hostility between (Va'anono) and Qatzav dropped to 
the lowest level. A mass assembly on behalf of the Likud with the 
participation of David Levi was planned a few days before the elections. 
Qatzav did no like the site chosen for the assembly and tried to convince the 
police representative to change it. When he did not succeed, he dealt harshly 
with the policeman. The station commander had to intervene and to calm the 
Situation. Did Qatzav lose his self-control? 


Qatzav: "We had a sharp exchange of words, but that was not so terrible. I 
was angry, because the Yahad movement was given a more successful site." 


"Tnsolent" 


One of the heads of the Labor Party said that Qatzav was Shim'on Peres' 
darling when the present government took office. This affection has dissolved 
during the 19 months that have passed since then. This week, at a government 
meeting, Qatzav submitted a question to Peres in connection with the speeches 
made by ministers Shahal and Ya'aqobi on behalf of the government at the 
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Knesset's plenary session. Peres refused to answer. "You are the most party- 
minded minister in the government," Peres was quoted later. "If you don't 
like this, you can draw conclusions." 


"In everything concerning personal matters," Qatzav says, "I have never waged 
a fight, but in public matters and in the area of principles I do not 
compromise and am not ready to give up easily. Against this background from 
time to time I had differences of opinion with the prime minister, as I also 
had with others. I am personally involved in the problem: On the one hand, a 
finance minister from Likud and on the other, the prime minister. Since the 
establishment of the government I have not received help or backing from them. 
I am not more party-minded than any other member of the government. There are 
even people who have more party appointments. My approach is national." 


Qatzav can say that the anger that he evokes in Peres and in other politicians 
results from his fight for his views. According to politicians, his style is 
the problem. He is "insolent." When Peres came to Qiryat Mal'akhi a few 
Months ago to receive honorary citizenship there, the minister from Qiryat 
Mal'akhi did not bother to come to the ceremony. Qatzav: "I spoke with the 
prime minister, I apologized, and I explained to him that I had another 
obligation." 


Ora Namir is chairman of the Knesset's Labor and Social Welfare Committee. 
She was hurt by Qatzav's manner of speech. The key word is insolence. On the 
other hand, Qatzav complained about Namir to the prime minister. According to 
him, she disturbed him in his work. Namir claimed that he rejected each of 
her proposals and conspired against the Histadrut. 


Eli'ezer Shustag, one of the oldest Knesset members, a member of the Labor and 
Social Welfare Committee, called for the dismissal of Nissim Barukh from 
national insurance and was very severely reprimanded by Qatzav in the presence 
of other people. Shustaq was hurt, perhaps because of the age gap. He was 
also reprimanded because of his cooperation with Ora Namir. "I have never 
hurt anyone," Qatzav told me this week. "Certainly, I speak harsh words, but 
I do not lose my head. In Shustaqg's case he suggested that Nissim Barukh be 
fired from national insurance without any justification and without consulting 
me. I was angry. True, I was also angry at Ora Namir, but I was told that I 
had a talent for speaking harsh words without hurting." 


‘In 1980 the State Department invited Qatzav for a visit to the United States. 
At that time Dayan resigned from the government and a vote of no-confidence 
was on the agenda. Qatzav wanted to go on that trip. He was advised to ask 
Shahal, then head of the Alignment faction, for party equalization. Shahal, 
as is his custom, let Qatzav understand that his request would be fulfilled. 
One day before the trip Shahal changed his mind and Qatzav was in tears. ‘Uzi 
Bar'am sympathized with hin. "I will be responsible for party equalization. 
Go in peace." Qatzav was very moved and sent a thank-you-letter to Bar'’am. 
Then he went on his trip. After several months, during another vote, Bar'am 
had to go to Tel Aviv. He asked Qatzav for party equalization. "What do you 
want from me?" Qatzav said. "Go to Corfu." 











Whatever the complaints of politicians may be, no one disputed Qatzav's 
modesty and integrity in private matters. 


Shamir, Levi, Shamir 


During the period of his office as deputy minister of housing he _ became 
embroiled ina big dispute with David Levi in connection with the control of 
the neighborhood renewal project. He went on a leave of protest and after a 
talk with Begin returned to his job. 


Qatzav: "True, I had a big dispute with Levi. I said terrible things about 
him in public and I took a tremendous risk that he might fire me." 


Qatzav was not fired and during the contest between Levi and Shamir after 
Begin's resignation Qatzav announced his support for Levi. 


"Some of your close associates say that along with your declared position you 
hinted that they should vote for Shamir," I told him. 


"I did not tell my people to vote for Shamir. In that contest I supported 
David Levi and in the contest between Sharon and Shamir I voted for Shamir." 


"What has led you to support Levi suddenly?" 


"I struggled over this matter a great deal. The dispute had already been 
behind us. Indeed, I was not sure that my decision to vote for Levi was 
correct, but I decided and that was that. Perhaps I felt a moral obligation 
toward him. I don't remember exactly what passed through my head then." 


In any case Shamir won in that contest and appointed Qatzav minister of labor 
and social welfare. "If the contest between Shamir and Levi had taken place 
today, I would have voted for Shamir. If there had been a contest between 
Arens and Levi at the convention, I would have voted for Arens." 


"And when there is a contest between Sharon and Levi, for whom will you vote?" 
"If Levi opposes Ariq, I will weigh the matter and decide." 


Even today, after the convention, Qatzav refuses to define himself as 
belonging to one camp or another. "Not everyone must find a solution for 
himself." In the Levi camp and in the Sharon camp he is defined as a Shamir 
man. Within the framework of the wave of accusations that is sweeping Herut 
today Levi's and Sharon's people say that he is "parve" and an "opportunist." 
Nevertheless, all the camps want him. There is no doubt that he is a high- 
value share. 


I asked Qatzav if he had ambitions to be No 1 in Herut. "There is an 
opinion," I said, "that after the rotation the Shamir camp will reach the 
conclusion that only with you do they have the chance to successfully run 
against David Levi." 
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"I don't have ambitions to be No 1. Even with me they don't have a_ chance. 
If they are counting on me, they are making a big mistake. I prefer to think 
about a constellation, in which Sharon, Levi, and Arens will ask Shamir to 
continue." 


"A phenomenon of populism and an attempt to please the public were present 
there. Ariq and Levi did not make any attempt to stop the unruliness. Thus, 
to my regret, what happened, happened." 


The handsome man, the most good looking of ministers according to _ the 
pronouncement by the weekly SIGNON [Style] of MA'ARIV, has matured quickly, 
perhaps too quickly, in the power politics of the Herut movement. He tries to 
remain outside of it, at least in his declarations, but, unheedingly, he is 
inside it, callous and unrestrained like the others, an inseparable part of 
Qatzavim [Butchers'] Alley. 


11439 
CSO: 4423/106 


35 











ISRAEL 


RELIGIOUS DEMONSTRATORS GET SPECIAL TREATMENT 


Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 2 Apr 86 pp 6, 7 


[Article by Nitza Aviram, YEDI'OT AHARONOT correspondent: "The Police Treat 
Religious Demonstrators With Kid Gloves"] 


[Text] Research examining police conduct during demonstrations reveals that 
the police show excessive restraint toward religious demonstrators and have a 
preferential attitude toward this population. 


The research was conducted by Giyora Goldberg and Shemu'el Leyman-Viltzig from 
the Department of Political Science at Bar-Ilan University. Police reaction 
to public protest in Israel was examined within its framework. The 
researchers gathered the data on public protest and demonstrations in the 
country from newspaper publications over a period of 20 years. A total of 
2,102 demonstrations and protest assemblies were examined. 


The research also examined cases of use of firearms. The public stand on 
police reactions was examined by means of a questionnaire, to which 1,250 
people answered (a representative sample of the adult Jewish population in 
Israel). Those examined answered the question as to how the police handled 
demonstrations: with too strong a hand, with too weak a hand, or as 
necessary? 


The research reveals that the police do not lose their patience in the face of 
a large number of demonstrators. During all the giant demonstrations there 
was no extreme reaction, or use of firearms, on the part of the police. The 
use of firearms was more frequent during small demonstrations. 


The conclusion reached by the researchers is that the authorities are not 
excessively forceful and that there is a tendency toward restraint. 
Researchers have determined that part of the phenomenon of excessive restraint 
during religious demonstrations results from the policy according to which 
religious arrestees cannot be transported on Shabat. They explain that this 
prevents an aggravation of the protest con the part of religious circles. 


According to the researchers, there is supervision of the police on the part 
of civilian authorities. This explains the fact that the police are not too 
forceful against religious demonstrators. At the same time, according to the 








research findings, there is no fear that the police will become a_ tool 
mobilized for party purposes under the guise of national needs. 


With respect to the public stand on the question of the handling of 
demonstrations by the police about 52 percent of those questioned answered 
that the police handled demonstrations "as necessary." About 22 percent 
believe that the handling is "too weak" and only 19 percent that it is "too 
harsh." 


As the age of those questioned rises, the satisfaction with the handling by 
the police increases. 


The income element is also important. Richer people tend to show 
dissatisfaction, claiming that the handling of demonstrations by the police is 
"too weak." The religious people questioned were also less satisfied with the 
handling by the police. 
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LEBANON 


MINISTER OF ECONOMY REVIEWS CURRENT SITUATION 
Abu Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD in Arabic 17 Mar 86 p 17 


{Interview with Victor Qasir, Lebanese minister of economy, by May ‘Aboud 
in Beirut; date not specified, ] 


[Text] After 11 years of war and hostilities in Lebanon, the man in the 
street has lost all hope of peace. He has become accustomed and adjusted 
to hostilities. He lives in and with a state of war. However, his major 
and most difficult confrontation is with economic conditions and his battle 
with the ever-rising cost of living. Famine lies in wait at his doorstep 
now that the prices of goods, especially essential needs like wheat, flour, 
sugar and rice have doubled, to say nothing of such luxuries as cigarettes, 
beverages, perfumes, etc. 


In a country like Lebanon, where 80 percent of consumption depends on 
imports, everything relates to the dollar rate of exchange. The market 
rate fluctuates widly, alarmingly, and the Central Bank has to intervene, 
sometimes several times a day. There are even days when the stock 
exchange closes at 10 am. 


Economists continue to urge the termination of hostilities; the consequences 
of economic warfare are far more grievous than those of any military action. 
A fearful increase in prices is rampant against a background of destroyed 
factories, threatened closure, or bankruptcy of public and private establish- 
ments and corporations, workers dismissed, rife unemployment exceeding 30 
percent, and Lebanese government domestic debts involving treasury bills 

and Central Bank outstandings amounting to 85 million Lebanese pounds. 


The existence of illegal ports and harbors and collection by the various 
parties of taxes and customs dues has deprived the government of its earnings 


from such revenues that last year reached a minimal 300 million Lebanese 
pounds, which is nothing compared to revenues in previous years. 


AL-ITTIHAD met with Victor Qasir, the minister of economy, trade, industry, 


and petroleum, whom it interviewed on the subject of the immeasurable trials 
and tribulations of the Lebanese economy. 
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Assessing the Position of Lebanon's Economy 


[Question] How would you assess the position of Lebanon's economy at the 
present time? Are we at the brink of the catastrophe you warned about 
earlier? 


[Answer] Economic conditions are extremely bad, but there is still a 
chance of avoiding a catastrophe. The problem today is one of political 
crisis: a crisis involving boundaries and a total disregard of our destiny. 
People have panicked. The high dollar rate -- or rather diminished value 
of the pound -- is having its impact. Any security agreement reached 

would, however, considerably alleviate the economic crisis. 


The crisis is difficult and harsh. High prices rule the marketplace, 
social issues are becoming exacerbated, and we are unable to keep our feet 
in view of what is happening in the market. If we order our price control 
teams into action, goods disappear from the countries and the black market 
makes its appearance. Whenever we counter by injecting quantities of 
goods, our storehouses are voided. We mobilize our controllers, refer 
traders to trial, and destroy unfit goods, but all such action is not 
enough to reduce prices. 


What is required is security, stability, and political harmony. Only these 
can help counteract high prices. 


Pound Rate Decline 


[Question] You have pointed out that high prices are the result of the 
declining price of the Lebanese pound. Is that decline solely to 
deteriorating security conditions or has our economy collapsed? 


[Answer] It is only natural that after 1l years of war the economy should 
deteriorate. By the end of 1984 the dollar was pegged at 8 pounds. In 

1985 it reached 16 to 17 pounds. Of course, the security situation has 

been very influential. The exchange rate will never go back to where it 

was in 1975, but it should hardly be expected to hit such a high as 25 pounds 
to the dollar, or ten times what it was before the war. That is 
catastrophic. 


[Question] Have any practical steps or decisions been taken to help people 
to deal with the high cost of living? 


fAnswer} There are two commodities that are government subsidized: wheat 
and petroleum. Sugar is not subsidized but we do have reserves in stock. 
Any sale of that stock requires action by the council of ministers. How- 
ever, it was agreed with the prime minister that about 10,000 tons from 
that stock be distributed to cooperatives at a fixed price of 4.5 pounds 
per kilomgram to be retailed to consumers at 5 pounds. When traders heard 
that the sugar was coming onto the market, stocks that had, until then, 
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been secreted away suddenly appeared, and the price which had reached 7 to 
18 pounds a kilogram dropped. 


At the same time control activities are under way with controllers doing 
their job as far as possible and issuing citations where required. 


[Question] Despite the arrangements you have made, there has been no 
effective outcome so far. Do you not believe that the government must help 
shoulder part of the burden the people are bearing? 


[Answer] Many controllers are not doing their jobs. Others are unable to 
penetrate into certain areas. That is one aspect. On the other hand the 
government is incurring heavy losses. There is a black market and 
intolerable squandering, smuggling, and theft. Despite all that, the 
government has continued to pursue its policy of maintaining subsidies on 
wheat. A kilogram of wheat delivered to the flour mills at 47 piasters 
costs us 3 pounds at today's dollar rates. The mills sell flour at 70 
piasters a kilogram. It sells on the black market at 3.5 to 4 pounds and 
is then passed on to livestock and pack animals or to smugglers. Smuggling 
and the black market are the problem. Again, there is the question of oil. 
Once subsidies were removed, losses declined, prior to increased dollar 
rates to 2 billion pounds. Diesel oil, fuel, and gas incurred losses, while 
gasoline covers its cost. 


Fuel Subsidies 


[Question] Losses continued in spite of subsidies on fuels being 
eliminated? 


[Answer] We used to incur losses 8 billion, but now we are only losing 

2 billion. Had the rate of exchange remained at 18 pounds to the dollar, 
and with declining oil prices, we might have had a surplus, but now that 
the rate has reached 25 pounds to the dollar we are back on the old merry- 
go-round and the losses continue. 


[Question] Let us address a number of principal economic factors. Are 
there any external debts or domestic outstandings? What about treasury 
bills? 


[Answer] Lebanon has no external debts. Domestic indebtedness in treasury 
bills and amounts outstanding to the Central Bank come to 58 billion pounds. 
If the situation continues unchanged those debts are going to increase and 
accrue substantially. 


The average citizen is demanding services from the government, even at a 
loss. Payment of civil service salaries, retiree entitlements, and high 
cost of living allowance differentials to the public sector alone accounts 
for 3 billion liras. 
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[Question] But prices are also going up and everything is becoming much 
more expensive. 


[Answer] I agree and the citizens are being very unfairly treated, yet 

how can the government sustain its burdens? It is in substantial and 
constant deficit. How can the deficit be covered? Nobody is paying taxes. 
The official and legal port is losing. It is paying salaries without 
earnings. Illegal ports stretch along our coastline. There are no customs, 
no incomes, or proceeds accruing to the government. That is the problem. 


However, by using the instruments of law, exercising discipline and 
restoring to the government its incomes, everything can be rectified in 
due course. We have not reached total destruction yet, especially since 
we have no external debts. 


Manipulation of Dollar Rates 


{Question] How do you account for the comme by flagrant manipulation of 
the dollar rate on Beirut's market? x 


[Answer] It is said that there is a dollar "mafia," but in my view it 
is a matter of supply and demand, which is the basis of any liberal 
economy. When anyone seeks to purchase an amount in dollars can a bank . 
turn down that request? c 


[Question] It is only a very few individuals who posses such vast amounts 
of dollars, not the people as a whole. 


[Answer] There is a demand also by small scale depositors who have only 
$100,000 or $200,000. Together with the large dollar holders, they are 
able to build up the substantial amounts that influence the market. 


[Question] Do you not believe that the Central Bank's daily intervention 
to curb dollar rate increases is part of the collusion since the 
intervention sets in motion a drain on its dollar deposits? 


[Answer] Certainly it is a drain, but it is the Central Bank's duty, at 
times, to interfere in order to hold down foreign currency rates on the 
market. However, the bank has set aside a certain contigency reserve and 
has bought currency at 4ll prices. When prices rise it sells and re- 
purchases. Without such action the government would be unable to purchase 
wheat and oil, since the Wheat and Grain Bureau and the Petroleum Office 
need about 70 million pounds a year. How can this be financed? The | 
Ministry of Finance requests the amount from the Central Bank in ee 
exchange. 


So, the bank has made purchases, transfers, and provisions and still holds 
some reserves. 
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Gold Reserves 
[Question] Why have gold reserves not been used so far? 


[Answer] That is government policy, but in my own private opinion I feel 
that a part of it could be utilized. As the old adage puts it, "a bright 
penny serves on a gloomy day." It could have been used to break the 
market price of the Lebanese pound. We consider the gold as backing as 
is the case in all parts of the wrold. In the United States and Europe 
gold is considered a commodity. The United States owes billions in debt. 
A country's capital is its sound economy and prosperity that enable a 
government to meet its expenses and protect its productive sectors. Gold 
is a commodity which could be used when necessary. Nowadays no European 
or American country maintains a gold backing. They all rely on sound 
economies and prosperity, not like us who are in a state of war and 
destruction. 


[Question] As minister of industry you are aware of the state of the 
labour market. What is the government doing for manufacturers and labour? 


[Answer] We have granted manufacturers an exemption from payment of customs 
dues on primary commodities which are not produced in Lebanon. 


We have also confined government procurements to national industry. There 
are certain financial facilities the decisions concerning which are taken 
by the ministry of finance. We are also endeavoring to furnish financial 
assistance. to factories and workshops damaged by war and the fighting. 

As for undamaged factories, they now have a chance to export since their 
prices are relatively low compared to those in Europe. 


[Question] There is also the question of workers. After the latest cost 
of living increases, many establishments and workshops threatened to dismiss 
their workers. What are you doing about them? 


[Answer] We are opposed to the dismissal of workers. But if a 
manufacturer cannot afford it, what can we do about that? 


[Question] Manufacturers have increased the prices of commodities and 
products. 


[Answer] There are insufficient Lebanese workers and any such dismissals 
will affect only foreign workers. 


13291/12640 
CSO: 4404/329 


42 





PORT AUTHORITY GIVES IMPORT FIGURES 


Riyadh RIYADH DAILY in English 14 May 86 p 2 


{Text ] 
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RIYADH, May 13 — As many 
as 31 million tons of goods and 
commodities were imported by 
the Kingdom in 1985, of which 54 
percent came through the Jeddah 
Islamic Port while 30 percent was 
imported through King Abdulaziz 
Port in Dammam. 

The number of passengers who 
arrived at the Kingdom’s ports 
during the same year reached 
472,803. 

Meanwhile, the ports registered 
higher employment rates during 
1985, despite the economic reces- 
sion, the ports authority annual 
report said. 

The report attributed the de- 
cline in foreign trade in the King- 
dom to the drop in demand by the 
private sector and stability in the 
growth rate of the agricultural 
sector. 

The report said, the completion 
of a number of industrial projects 
have directly affected imports. 

It said the port authority has set 
up a number of new measures to 
summarize administrative proce- 
dures and to upgrade efficiency. It 
noted the development of the 
marine transport processes and 
attributed the progress to the in- 
troduction of the container trans- 
port system. 

The ports in Jubail, Jeddah and 
Dammam were provided with 
cranes, as well as sophisticated 
shipment and computer devices, 
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the reports added. 

Regarding pollution control the 
report pointed out a higher level 
of proficiency achieved by the 
pollution control center in the 
Kingdom which could easily 
mobilize experts to encounter any 
emergency. 

Regarding ships repair and 
maintenance services, the report 
said the ports in Dammam and 
Jeddah were provided with fully 
furnished marine workshops as 
well as training centers. 

Meanwhile, 325 Saudi em- 
ployees were appointed by the 
port authority during 1885. The 
Islamic port in Jeddah received 15 
million tons of goods during the 
same period, the report added. 

The development witnessed by 
Jeddah Islamic port included the 
opening of two sea platforms to 
enable it to receive livestock as 
well as frozen commodities. 

The report said the ports au- 
thority is currently involved in 
widening the North Western part 
of the port so as to provide it with 
five deep anchorage docks. 

King Fahd industrial port in 
Jubail is currently witnessing an 
increase in the number of pet- 
rochemical factories the report 
observed. 

Regarding the ports in Yanbu 
and Jizan, the report noted de- 
velopment and progress. 
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ELECTRIFICATION PROGRESS REPORTED 


Riyadh RIYADH DAILY in English 17 May 86 p 2 


(Text 4 


RIYADH, May 16 — The 
General Organization for Electric- 
ity is currently celebrating its 10th 

‘anniversary. To mark the occasion 
Vice Governor of the General 
Organization for Electricity, 
Fehaid Fahd Al Sharif, released a 
report to the Riyadh Daily, out: 
ling the achievements achieved by 
the organization over the past 10 
years. 

According to the report the 
organization has realized great 
success and succeeded in meeting 
ali its established objectives. The 
General Organization for Electric- 
ity was established to undertake 
the responsibility for supplying 
power to all parts of the Kingdom 
in the shortest possible time in 
accordance with a specific plan set 
up by the state. 

In order to carry out its duties, 
the organization was awarded 
wide ranging authority and was 

‘provided with all necessary funds 
to manage already existing power 
projects and establish new pro- 
jects as required. 


The report mentioned that, 
since its establishment, the cor- 
poration has conducted compre- 
hensive studies in the field of 
power services in the Kingdom 
and said that the studies proved 
the effectiveness of central pro- 
jects management due to the wide 
areas of the Kingdom. The report 


outlinedthe central projects , which 
were implemented by the corpora- 
tion as follows: 

(] Assir Central Power Project: 
This project consists of nine diesel 
units with a total capacity of 90 
megawatts. The project, which 

‘covers 480 villages, was im- 
plemented six-years ago at a total 
cost of SR632 million. 

(_] Baha Central Power Project: 
This includes seven diesel units 
with a capacity of 60 megawatts 
and covers 420 villages. It was 
completed six-years ago at a total 
cost of SR607 million. 

(_] Jizan Central Power Project: 
It includes six diesel units with a 
total capacity of 42 megawatts. 
This project which was im- 
plemented six-years ago at a total 


cost of §R332 million covers 66 
towns and vi 


(_] Kharj Central Power Pro- 
ject: It has two thermal turbines 
with a total capacity of 40 mega- 
watts and serves 9,000 subscribers. 
“The total cost of the project was 
SR300 million. 

(] Najran Central Power Pro- 
ject: It has five thermal turbine 
units with a capacity of 118 mega- 
watts. This project, which cost 
SR867 million, covers 82 towns 
and villages, and was inaugurated 
by Prince Naif bin Abdulaziz on 
March 10. 

[-] Qassim Central Power Pro- 
ject: It includes nine thermal tur- 
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bine units with a total capacity of 
600 megawatt. This project covers 
600 towns and villages and its cost 
is estimated at SR3 billion. 

[] Hail Central Power Project: 
It has five thermal turbine units 
with a total capacity of 340 mega- 
watts. This project which feeds 
about 450 villages and towns is in 
its final stages while its cost 
amounts to over SR2 billion. 

[_] Jouf Central Power Project: 
This project of five thermal tur- 
bine units with a capacity of 125 
megawatts is scheduled to serve 
11,600 subscribers. The total cost 
of this project is SR925 million. 

The reports also outlined pro- 
jects under construction, study or 
design as follows: 

(_] Tabuk Central Power Pro- 
ject: This project which is current- 
ly under construction is scheduled 
to serve 31 villages by the end of 
its first phase. It includes three 
thermal turbine units with a total 
capacity of 16.5 megawatts. The 
first phase is scheduled to be 
completed early next year. 

[_] Wadil Dawasir Power Pro- 
ject: Implementation of this pro- 
ject began in 1984 and is expected 
to be completed next year. It is 
designed to provide power ser- 
vices to 140 towns and villages, 
while its cost is estimated at SR885 
million. 

(_] Fifa Central Power Project: 
It is currently under construction 
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and is expected to be completed 


within four months. The project . 


which will cover 100 villages with 
16,000 subscribers cost SR525 mil- 
lion. 

(_] Yambual Bahr and Yanbual 
Nakhi Network Project: This pro- 
ject is aimed at transfering electric 
power from Yanbual Bahr to Yan- 
bual Nakhi and its surrounding 
areas. The first phase of this pro- 
ject is currently under construc- 
tion while the total cost of the 
project is estimated at about SR 
250 million. 

_) South Taif Electricity Pro- 
ject: It is currently under study 
and implementation is expected to 
begin upon allotment of necessary 
funds. This project will be carried 
out in two phases, over a period of 
seven years. The first phase in- 
cludes establishment of a generat- 
ing station with a total capacity of 
140 megawatts, while the second 
phase includes establishment of 
another station with a capacity of 
57 megawatts. The number of the 
subscribers it will serve is expected 
to reach 40,500. 

LJ Qurayyat Power Project: 
This project, which is currently 
under study, is aimed at providing 
power services to 12 villages with 
9,000 subscribers. It includes the 
establishment of a generating sta- 
tion at Qurayyat town. This three 
phase project is estimated to cost 
about SR350 million. 

(-] Al-Mahani Power Project: It 
is currently under design and is 
scheduled to cover 21 villages and 
hamlets in Al-Mahani area, North 
of Taif. 


(_] Tabarjal Power Station Ex- 
pansion Project: This project 


which is under designing is aimed 
at expanding the existing power 
station to produce additional five 
megawatts. 

According to the report the 
organization has also adopted a 
program to lend some villages and 
hamlets generators to provide 
them with the required power 


services in a temporary manner till 


provision of permanent service 
either through the central power 
projects or rural power projects. 


These generators can be bor- 
rowed by any village or hamlet 
whose inhabitants are ready and 
able to construct the necessary 
power extensions in accordance 
with safety standards. 


More than 800 villages and 
hamlets hae already made use of 
the service. 





CHAMBER OF COMMERCE URGES GREATER PRIVATE INVESTMENT 


Riyadh RIYADH DAILY in English 18 May 86 p 2 


{Article by Othman Salih al-Amir] 


[Text ] 


RIYADH, May 17 — To con- 
ceive an idea on the chambersof 
commerce federation’s role in en- 
hancing the development process, 
it is essential to gain an insight into 
responsibilities assigned to the 
chambers in the Fourth _ Five- 
Year Development Plan, a 
spokesman of the Riyadh Cham- 
ber of Commerce and Industry 
told the Riyadh Daily. 


A report issued by the chamber 
here outlined the federation’s re- 
sponsibilities in the development 
Strategy along with difficulties 
which the chamber aims to over- 
come. 


One of the major goals of the 
Fourth Development Plan is the 
diversification of the economic 
base, Salih Al-Teaimi, secretary 
general of the Riyadh chamber 
said. He stressed the necessity to 
boost activities in the industrial 
and non-petroleum fields. 

He urged the private sector to 
take the initiative at investment in 


the processing industry field. 

Hedescribed the privatization 
as a sign of the state’s recognition 
for the importance of the private 
sector. 
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The strategy of the current de- 
velopment plan attempts to 
change the trend of industrial pro- 
duction towards medium as well as 
major projects, he said. 


The plan’s strategy encourages 
the establishment of joint venture 
companies to invest in major pro- 
jects which have better economic 
potentials, he pointed out. 


In order to launch major pro- 
jects and shoulder development 
burdens, the strategy of the 
Fourth Development Plan focused 
on collective capitals for the 
financing of projects, he added. 


The strategy stressed the ne- 
cessity to seek out means for the 
establishment of bourses to circu- 
late company shares and to bolster 
the investment process. 


The Fourth Five- Year Develop- 
ment Plan is concerned with sea- 
ting opportunities for industrial 
investment, instead of the current 
businessmen’s activity in the real 
estate and trade fields. 

The upcoming stage urges com- 
mercial banks to raise financial 
support for development projects 
instead of accumulating financing 
on importation, a report of the 
fourth development plan said. 


Commercial banks must be 


46 


SAUDI ARABIA 


given the opportunity to contni- 
bute in the establishment of profit- 
able projects. Such a move will 
help in boosting investment pro- 
cess, the report said calling for an 
amendment of the commercial 
banks regulations to enable them 
contribute more effectively. 


Since governmental investment 
in building and construction fields 
is expected to fall, it is therefore 
imperative to draw attention of 
the private sector to invest in 
infrastructure as well as the utili- 
ties fields, the report said. 


Efforts of the private sector 
represented in the chambers fed- 
eration is quite evident in develop- 
ing Saudi manpower and upgrad- 
ing skills through the past 15 
years, the report added. 

It highlighted the significance of 
training and the competition be- 
tween private and government 
sectors in attracting skilled trained 
labor force. Great attention was 
being paid by federation in dealing 
with trends in the current econo- 
mic policy including, the rationa- 
lization of subsidies and reinforc- 
ing of the ongoing financial sta- 
bility. 

The report discussed difficulties 
impeding businessmen from wide- 
ning their scope of participation in 
investment field. 











EASTERN REGION WATER PROJECTS DESCRIBED 


Riyadh RIYADH DAILY in English 17 May 86 p 2 


[Text ] 


RIYADH, May 16 — The total 
cost of projects implemented by 
the Water and Sewage Depart- 
ment in the Eastern region in 
Dammam, Khobar, _ Hassa, 
Qateef, Jubail and the neighbor- 
ing villages, touched SR1.1 billion, 
Director-General of Water and 
Sewage Department here Abdul- 
lah Al-Babteen said. 

There was a close connection 
between urban and _ housing 
growth and the needs of that 
growth, Babteen observed. 

The government's successive 
development plans have concen- 


trated on the infrastructure and 
installations projects through 


comprehensive planning for the 
expansion of towns as well as 
villages, he said. Within the 
framework of the policy, water 
and sewage and drainage projects 
throughout the Kingdom have 
been given, great attention and 
priority, he added. 

Water and sewage networks im- 
plemented in the region not only 
exceed current requirements but 
also allow for future expansion, he 
added. 

Approximately 2,700  kilo- 
meters of water networks had 
been implemented in the Eastern 
region in addition to 500 more 
under construction, Babteen 
added. 

Speaking to Riyadh Daily, he 
pointed out that there were 2,500 
kilometers of drainage network 
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lines as well as 23 water purifica- 
tion plants in the region. 

Approximately 500,000 cubic 
meters of - water is daily con- 
sumed in the main parts of the 
region, he said. 

Regarding the new projects 
which have recently being 
approved, he said they would cov- 
er a number of villages and towns 
in the region. He pointed out a 
project, worth SR75.7 million in 


North West Dammam and a simi- 


lar project at the Southern and 
Northern part of the city at a total 
cost of SR86.7 million. 

Comprehensive planning is 
being devoted to the new projects 
so as to facilitate joining Dam- 
mam areas including, Dammam, 
Khobar and Dhahran as well as 
the regions between the three 
cities, Babteen: added. 

He said, the new projects in 
Dammam included two water pro- 
jects at a total cost of over SR10 
million, in addition to integated 
operation and maintenance pro- 
jects worth SR89 million. 


The new projects extend to 
Khobar where there was a SR93 
million project at Hizam Al-Zaha- 
bi (golden belt) area for the drain- 
age of rain water. Projects which 
will be implemented in line with 
the directives from the council of 
ministers will include Qateef and 
its neighboring villages. 

Speaking in this connection, he 
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indicated a number of projects 
including a water reservoir project 
worth SR17 million with a capac- 
ity of 2,000 cubic meters as well as 
an operation and maintenance 
project worth SR60.7 million. 

Regarding the water and sew- 
age projects in Hofuf, Mubaraz 
and Hassa, Babteen pointed out 
the establishment of two plants for 
sewage and water pumping in 
Hofuf at a total cost of 66.8 
million to provide services for 
citizens in Manquor, Mubaraz 
Hofuf and Al-Yehia. 

He also indicated a water pump- 
ing station in Hassa worth SR37 
million as well as a water reser- 
voirs in Horad at a capacity of 
114,000 cubic meter. Work. is 
currently underway on the imple- 
mentation of sewage operation 
and maintenance projects worth 
SR69 million in Hassa, the direc- 
tor said. He indicated an inte- 
grated project for drinking water 
in Abgeeq at a total cost of 
SR63.9 million. 

In comparison with the plans 
set for the water and sewage 
department during 1985-1986, the 
assessment of the plans achieve- 
ments seen to go beyond the goals 
sought, he said. 

He hailed efforts of Prince 
Mohammad bin Fahd, Governor 
of the Eastern region, towards the 
development of services in general 
and water and sewage require- 
ments in particular. 











WATER PROJECTS IN TA'IF OUTLINED 


Riyadh RIYADH DAILY in English 18 May 86 p 2 


[Article by Fahd al-Sulaimani ] 


{Text ] 
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TAIF, May 17 — Intensive 
work is currently underway to 
. ; water 


Sea to both Makkah and Taif, an 
official source said. 

Dr. Abdullah Al Hussein, de- 
puty governor of the general 
establishment of desalination for 
operation and maintenance 
affairs, told Riyadh Daily that 
work on this gigantic project 
which cost SR2.5 billion would be 
finished within eight months from 
now. 

“The 15-million gallon-per-day 
capacity station will satisfy Taif’s 
needs of potable water, especially 
in summer season,” he said. 

The official said that the water 
desalination pump at Al-Shuaiba, 
some 110 kilometer from Jeddah, 
represents the heart of this project 
with the dual pipeline as its lungs. 


“Two parallel pipes with a total 
length of 96.3 kilometers are being 
laid from the first pumping station 
near the desalination station up to 
four kilometers from Makkah-Taif 
highway.” he added. 

Dr. Hussein pointed that four 
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huge reservoirs, with 50,000 meters 
Capacity each, were constructed in 
that position to provide Makkah 
with some of its needs. 

The second pumping station, 
established nearby, as well as a 
single 25.3 meter-long pipeline 
which will begin from the Jeddah- 
Taif highway for non-Muslims will 
provide Taif with the rest of its 
water demands, he stated. 


This pipe will follow the Mak- 
kah-Taif highway until it reaches 
the third pumping station south- 
wards of the police inspection’ 
post, he added. “From there be- 
gins pumping to Taif through 
Bank valley and for a 2.5 kilo- 
meter distance to reach the fourth 
and last pumping station,” he ex- 
plained. 


“Here begins the gigantic tunnel 
of Al-Kara area where water is 
repumped from the fourth sta- 
tion,” he added. 

Taif’s need of potable water will 
be stocked in four 3.25 cubic 
meter capacity reservoirs in Al- 
Khalidia suburb of Taif town as 
well as a water treatment building. 
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THREE NEW DAMS ACROSS EUPHRATES DESCRIBED 


Al-Shariqah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 14 Mar 86 p 9 


[Text] "Al-Ba'th" dam across the Euphrates, one of a series of hydro- 
logical works that Syria is constructing on its water sources, is expected 
to go into commission some time this month. The dam was constructed by 
the General Authority for Land Reclamation, a national corporation 
affiliated to the Syrian Ministry of Irrigation, which has replaced the 
General Euphrates Dam Authority having assumed all roles and obligations. 


The contract for construction of the dam was signed with the Soviet Union 
in 1982. Duration of the contract was 6 years, but the Syrian party to 
the agreement requested that it be reduced to 4 years, since the contract 
only covered designing the dam, while the Syrian party would be carrying 
out construction using its own national professionals. 


Cost of the dam is about 700 million Syrian pounds. The dam is designed 
to ensure constant water supplies along the course of the river running 
through Syria, reducing fluctuations in Euphrates water levels following 
utilization of the Greater Euphrates dam. 


It also designed to generate additional electric power for Syria of about 
375,000,000 kwh per annum, or about 1,000,000 kwh a day. 


Following stoppage of the Euphrates flow for a second time prior to 
commencing work on al-Ba'th dam, the lake upstream of the dam is expected 
to extend for about 25 kms, with a storage capacity of 90 million cubic 
meters. The moving volume of water is expected to be 25 million cubic 
meters a day. 


About 90 percent of the construction work has now been completed, and 
60 percent of hydraulic and hydroelectric machinery and equipment has 
been installed. 


Elsewhere the heightening of the Euphrates dam is expected to begin in 

the first quarter of 1987. A contract for design preparation has been 
signed with the Soviet Union. The Syrian Government was faced with two 
options, either to increase the height of the existing dam to 20 additional 
meters, or heightening it to 6 meters and initiating work on the Tishrin 
dam. 
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After completing technical and economic studies of the two options, the 
government decided to heighten the dam, thence contacting the Soviet party 
and signing the technical design contract for the project, as well as 
contracts for procurement of all machinery and equipment required. 


The third project to be carried out on the Euphrates is the Tishrin dam 
located at the tip of Lake al-Asad. It is essentially designed to increase 
generation of electric power to about 1 billion kwh. The contract for 
design work was signed recently with the Soviet Union. Construction is 
expected to take about 36 months. The minister of irrigation has declared 
that linking the Euphrates and al-Ba'th dams will enable practical and 
targeted control of the Euphrates' waters. At peak, all turbines will 
operate at full capacity, after which the Euphrates flow will be shut 

off by the Euphrates dam, enabling water to accumulate at al-Ba'th dam. 
Later still, the waters will be allowed to flow normally for 24 hours. 
This means that regular energy supplies will be available throughout the 
day in addition to regulating water flow along the river course. 
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VALUE OF EXPATRIATE MANPOWER EXAMINED 
Al-Shariqah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 7 Mar 86 p 10 
[Article: "Workshop on Remittances by Syrian Expatriates"] 


[Text] Two workshops were held during the symposium on financial markets 

and project financing recently organized by the Arab Investment Guarantee 

Agency in collaboration with Syria's State Planning Commission. The first 
considered the investment environment in Syria, while the second addressed 
the issue of remittances by Syrian expatriates, or the flow of funds into 

Syria in the form of remittances. 


The following is an analysis of the second workshop's proceedings. 


Discussion in the workshop revolved around guarantees that could be 
furnished for funds fighting their way into Syria. Generally speaking 
the guarantees referred to in this context relate to possibilities of* 
intervention by the government or taxation and exchange control authorities, 
rather than those that ensure utilization of such funds in productive 
investment sectors and diverting them away from the consumer sectors and 
nonproductive investment such as speculation or tourism ventures. While 
both types of guarantees may be comparable, differences do exist; the 
most important being that such remittances are an expression of a 
relationship between expatriates and their home country and kinfolk. 
They may be used to meet a special, or consumer need of the expatriate's 
family. In other words, funds used to build a home for the expatriate 
in the old country cannot be considered in the same light as funds 
utilized by Arab, local, or foreign investments in real estate. However, 
if the matter is regarded in the abstract and considered in both cases 
as being a givenmoney supply being used in different ways in the market, 
we should find the results to be the same whether sound or otherwise, 
depending on the method of utilization. The fact still remains however 
that expatriates’ funds must be handled in a manner facilitating full 
links with the home country and assuring expatriates some benefit from 
their remittances. 


Two trends appeared in the workshop. The first was of the opinion that 
Syrian expatriates' remittances, and consequently export of Syrian 
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manpower, is an important source of national income that can be relied 
upon to help improve living conditions and orient them to development, even 
if such development means evolving consumption patterns by introducing 

new directions. 


The other point of view was that the export of Syrian manpower has created 
an imbalance in the natural economy which is no help in structuring a sound 
and practical economy. Therefore the role of such remittances should not 
be overrated if it is going to lead us to devoting ourselves to the 
principle of exporting manpower. 


Manpower exportation seems somehow to create unofficial bonds between 
two countries, manpower importer and exporter. A move was entertained in 
the workshop to formalize such links and establish them on clear cut 
agreements to ensure exporting countries greater benefits to compensate 
for loss of human resources on the training of which much had been 
spent. Hence, remittances by expatriates from manpower importing to 
exporter countries do not constitute a favor, gift, or grant from the 
importers, but a meagre part of the rights to which a country exporting 
its human resources is entitled. However much the volume of remittances, 
it is but a part of the service rendered by the expatriate to the 

host country. 


The matter can be viewed from the angle of an expatriate's wages. Such 
an expatriate is, as can only naturally be expected, subjected to a form 
of "spoliation" based on the enormous diversity between the value of 
worker production in the host country and wages earned; the major part 

is spent in the host country and any remaining surplus is remitted to 

the home country. To sum up, the manpower exporting country finds itself 
in the position of worker vis-a-vis employer, which in this case is the 
manpower importing country. 


Dr Muhammad Sa'id al-Nabulsi, workshop moderator, referred to other risks 
incurred by relying on the export of manpower, as may be reflected in the 
relationship established between the manpower exporting country's national 
economy and other labor importing countries. Examples abound. Relations 
between two countries involved can sour as a result of the importing 
country threatening to deport and repatriate manpower as was the case with 
Libya when it deported Tunisian and Egyptian workers. 


Dr ‘Arif Dalilah told the workshop that it is too late for any agreement 
between manpower exporting and importing countries in view of the economic 
conditions suffered by the latter. 


He pointed out that remittances had never at any time succored the economy 
of any Arab manpower exporting countries. Indeed some of them, although 
bragging about their experience, were on the brink of economic crisis no 
less disastrous than the Kuwati Suq al-Manakh collapse. 
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The workshop's conclusions may be summarized in the following: 
Trend I 


--Export of manpower acts as a source of cash inflows and foreign exchange. 
--It assists in improving the balance of payments position and stabilizes 
exchange rates. 

--Such remittances need safeguards and should enjoy special facilities and 
exceptions. 


Trend II 

--The export of manpower has created an imbalance in national economies 
and should not be unduly pursued. 

--There is a need for agreements betwen importing and exporting countries 
to ensure greater equity for the latter. 

--The danger of tensions between countries as a result of positions taken 
vis-a-vis exported manpower. 

--A careful assessment must be made of the use of remittances. 

--There is always the danger of a country's economic difficulties impacting 
on its manpower suppliers. 


[Box on p 10] | 

According to the civil status registry, the population of Syria through 
1984 totalled 11,528,098 of whom 5,765,557 were males and 5,762,541 females. 
The inhabitants of Damascus, according to the same source, numbered 
1,077,581, those of Malab 962,914, Hims 474,441, and Hamah 342,887. 


As for the other towns with populations exceeding 100,000 each: 
al-Ladhiqiyah 188,299; Dayr al-Zawr 177,718, al Raqah 130,358; Dar'a 
128,525, Idlib 108,598, and al-Suwayda' 104,241. 
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ARTICLE DISCUSSES TROOP WITHDRAWAL DILEMMA 


AFGHANISTAN 


New Delhi INDIA TODAY in English 31 May 86 p 113 


[Article by Karan Thapar: 


[Text] 


HE AFCILANIST.AN problem may 
be finally approaching a solution, 
judging by the optimism on the 
eve of the UN-sponsored talks in Geneva 
on the possible pull-out of Soviet troops 
from Afghanistan. Already, the seventh 
round of the Geneva talks which com- 
menced last fortnight is being spoken of 
as being the last. 
It is now six years since the night in 
December 1979 when the 
Russian army crossed the 
undefended borders of Af- 
ghanistan and toppled the 
Government that purpor- 
tedly invited it in. Since 
then, the Afghan crisis 
has become one of the 
most unsavoury episodes 
in international affairs. 
Nearly four-and-a-half 
million refugees, constitu- 
ting some one-fourth of © 
Afghanistan’s popula- 
tion, have sought shelter 
in neighbouring Pakistan 
and Iran, whilst, accord- 
ing to at least one esti- 
mate, perhaps as many as 
500,000 have died within the belea- 
guered country’s borders. Afghanistan 
itself is divided by civil war, its major 
cities controlled by the Soviet-backed 
‘People’s Democratic’ regime whilst the 
vast majority of the countryside is in the 
equally unsettling grip ofa fractured and 
unrepresentative Mujahideen, them- 
selves influenced by outside agencies. 
Periodically, efforts have been made 
by the indefatigable Diego Cordovez of 
the United Nations to find a solution that 
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will facilitate the return of the Soviet 
Army and the restoration of peace and 
stability in Afghanistan. To this end he 
has coordinated indirect talks between 
the Afghan Government, who also rep- 
resents the Soviet Union's interests, and 
that of Pakistan, which speaks for both 
the Mujahideen and their supporters, 
most particularly the United States. 
From its outset, the United Nations’ 
peace process set itself the task of secur- 
ing a package deal comprising four 
separate but inter-related agreements. 
Two of these, between the governments 
of Afghanistan and Pakistan. focus on 
the voluntary return of the Afghan 
refugees and the cessation of all interfer- 
ence or intervention in the internal 
affairs of Afghanistan from Pakistani 
territory. The third is a set of guarantees 
from the two super powers, while the 
fourth will be the interlinking document 
determining the date and timetable of 
the proposed Soviet withdrawal as well 
as the manner and timing of the imple- 
mentation ofthe other three documents. 
By the end of 1985 most of this 


package had been agreed to. Both super 
powers were also willing to act as guar- 
antors. All that was left was agreement 
on the fourth instrument. So the issue 
was reduced to whether the Afghans 
would table an acceptable date and 
timetable for the withdrawal of Soviet 
troops and if this would be adhered to. 

It was at this juncture that Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev publicly de- 
clared his commitment to a Soviet with- 
drawal “in the nearest possible time”. 
He then went a step further and re- 
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scinded his stand on direct talks. Instead 
Cordovez was given a draft of the Soviet 
withdrawal plan and allowed to show it 
to the Pakistanis. As a result, the tech- 
nical deadlock was broken. 

Thus far the complex facts suggest a 
breakthrough, and one of significant 
proportions, Both sides have agreed to 
negotiate the crucial withdrawal instru- 
ment on conditions initially stipulated 
by the Pakistanis and since accepted by 
the Russians. But now the question 
really is: will the talks produce a mutu- 
ally acceptable Soviet withdrawal and 
will it be sufficient for a solution? 

Even if Gorbachev docs offer a credi- 


ble and mutually acceptable schedule of 

withdrawal. the present Afghan regime 

will still be there even without Karmal 

and the question of its acceptability to 

the Pakistanis and the US will remain— 

until either the Russians agree to get rid 

ofthe regime (which they won’t) or until 

the Americans accept they have to live 

with it (which they show no signs of). At 

this more fundamental level, all that 

Cordovez's latest efforts can hope to 

achieve is to strip the issue of its diplo- 

matic wrapping down to its essential 

conundrum, which is: Has the time 

come for the Americans to let the Rus- 
sians off the Afghan hook? 

As yet there are pre- 

cious few indications that 

Washington has realised 

that the Afghan ball could 

soon be in its court. When 

it is, the American refusal 

to countenance the peace 
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terms on offer could seem 
considerably less moral 
and righteous than it pres- 
ently does. For a refusal to 
accept a Soviet withdraw- 
al then would suggest a 
determination to inflict 
further suffering on the 
Afghans themselves sim- 
ply because the deal does 
not accord with the Rea- 
gan Administration's 
new muscular view of the world. 
The Soviets, meanwhile, have begun 
a process of modification of the Afghan 
regime to advance its chances of inde- 
pendent survival once they withdraw, 
thus increasing its prospects of future 
acceptability. They have scught to 
broaden the regime's base by inducting 
non-communist party members, in- 
creasing the involvement of the clergy 
and adopting softer policies, particularly 
towards the alienated border tribes. The 
removal of Babrak Karmal is part of this 
pattern. Should this process be pursued 
to the extent of involving some of the less 
fundamentalist Mujahideen factions, it 
might not only provide an Afghan gov- 
ernment that will survive a Russian 
withdrawal, but one that could also 
prove tempting to the Pakistanis. But 
will the US accept it? No doubt such a 
government will not be to their liking — 
as it won't be to the Soviet Union's full 
satisfaction—but that could be the cost 
they both have to pay for a lasting 
solution: And it could prove acceptable. 
to the Afghan people themselves. Maybe 
that is what ought to really count. 
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REPORTAGE ON U.S.-INDIAN ANTITERRORIST COOPERATION 
Cooperation Increases 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 2 May 86 p 1 


[Article by J. N. Parimoo] 


(Text) sds A ha da a now much warmer, more positive and 
| WASHINGTON, May i. - "are candid.” ssid this official pulls 
| PERATION between the: —_—_; veal that the U.S. has taken:up with the The distinction is obviously super- 
United States and India in _: Pakistan government the issue of Sikh ficial and made with the explicit 
combating Sikh terrorism is in-' terrorists receiving support from Paki-' purpose of protecting Pakistan's pos- 
creasing. According to one senior ' stan, But the Pakistan has repudiated ition, because in today's Pakistan, 
. a aa oe > American official sources say they. not be arganised without the con- 
—|||l Ts 
“There have been some activities in’ a SOREN Co rene may be. "In this context, American officials 
the U.S. that had to do with Sikh. “receiving ‘support from Pakistan’. ‘have no convincing answer to the 
terrorism. Sikh terrorism has ipso facto | , a 7 ae question whether India should not 
become an international issue. The ' ‘They are thus making the fine dis- follow the American example and 
degree of co-operation between the tinction that whatever support the ‘bomb. Pakistani camps where Sikh 
U.S. and India has, therfore, increased terrorists are receiving from Pakistan is terrorists are trained or to bomb all 
considerably and we. share infor-: ‘pot state-sponsored and that it may be ‘other Pakistani centres from where the 


Differences in UN 
Madras THE HINDU in English 2 May 86 p 9 


[Article by R. Chakrapani] 


[Text ] | 
—- ternal Affaire Minister, Mir. 6. A Bhaget, vetoed 
~ “WASHING the indignation nonaligned group 
Desp in oan ben re owl 14 serial attack mede by the US. 
ora dee United States over the Libyan issue, inst Libya. This eo 
Americen oficels tate We onanuse to remain Vernon Waters, and Mr. Bheget ot the Counc 
ya cet Walt who criticised several third 
need not retard this positive trend in the rée- Mr we we s 
or ifferences over Libya erupted In the special the US. perceives as the hotbed of Intemation: 
eeesion of the Security Council at which the Ex- al terrorism, referred to . Bhagat’s speech 
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been detected in time and neutralised. 


U.S. sources say that diplomatic dealings - 
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Communist Paper on Walters 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 8 May 86 p 7 


(Text ] Genezal Vernén Wallets f a man 
-from the shadowy underworld of 
diplomacy, the area where espio- | 
nage and shady deals predominate. | 
He is an experienced diplomat but ; 
whether his experience has any rel- | 
evance to.the public diplomacy at } 
the UN js open to question. The » 
‘General, ‘who of course has ex- * 
tremely limited experience of com- * 

manding troops, is angry with In- , 
dia. He considers India’s Foreign | 
Minister to be “naive” and believes | 

. that a magician is required to “un-* 

derstand” the position of India. - 

; There is no reason for the Gen- . 

-eral to lose his temper. India is 

‘evety more opposed to terrorism , 

than the United States for it has . 

, been a major victim of terrorism. ' 

: What New Delhi fails to -under- : 

stand is the aouble standard which ‘ 

.the United States and the West! 

have adopted. If terrorism. is bad, ° 


‘then: all those who sponsor, fi- 

nance, train and equip terrorists 

and potential terrorists should be 

held guilty; there cannot be the in- 

' yidious distinction which the West 
(‘draws between our terrorists and: 
. their terrorists. If Arab terrorists. 
’ are bad, so are the ‘Khalistan’ ter-; 
{ ,rorists: India has sought American 
',and British’ cooperation against 
a, terrorism but without ‘any 


«The American position is clear. 
t There is nothing in American law 
‘ which prevents an individual or. 
; group from training people in so- 

phisticated methods of guerilla 
warfare; the use of arms, explosives 

and other methods of destruction 
(' which can be used by terrorists. Mr 
' Camper was certainly not unaware 
| why a certain group of fanatics had. 
‘ sought his expertise. He was will- 
, ing to train them even when he 
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_ knew that the aim was to engage in 


terrorist activities. 
It would. be wrong to believe 
that the law enforcing agencies of 


the United States are not in the 


_ know of what Camper and his ilk , 
are engaged in. The Government ' 
of India has drawn the attention of . 


Washington to America’s role in 
sponsoring terrorism in India but 
without’ any effpct. The United ; 


State's view is that it is responsible 


a— 


for any criminal act committed in’ 
the country; if an Indian is killed in ; 
the country it will be duty bound to | 


- act. The Reagan administration .; 
has, therefore, not taken any ac- ; 
tion against these potential terror- ' 


ists. Canada has so far not found . 


- the criminals guilty of blowing up 


the Kanishka and the United , 


‘ 


i 


’ 


Kingdom, in‘ spite of the inflam- . 
_ matory statements of some British 
' citizens and the evidence provided , 


by India on the terrorist connec- 


' tion of some residents in the UK, : 


lr aah hae 


their activity. | 
"The Western case is that India © 


of law.‘Has anybody produced suf- . 


has not produced sufficient evi- 
dence which will hold up in a court 


ficient evidence to link Ghadaffi or 
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for that matter even Abu Nidal’ 
’ with terrorist activities? The real 
' problem - ‘with terrorism is that 
' there is seldom sufficient evidence 
‘to, link the so-called masterminds 
’ to the crime. The actual perpetua- 
tors cannot be caught and pun- 
_ ished. India can only find evidence 
of the external links of the terror- 
ists if Washington and London 
cooperate, but they are not inter- 


ested in combating terrorism on a 


global scale. And there is a very | ; 

_simple reason for this refusal to - 

‘ cooperate. The United States is a» 
+ major sponsor of terrorism. It has , 
‘been deeply = involved in | 
destabilising third world countries, 

Terrorists are trained and merce- ° 
‘naries can be hired by ne. 
via newspapers: 


"The warning iasued by Walters. , 
\ cannot be ignored. It is an attempt 
‘ “at blackmail. The pressure will in- 
‘ crease, more terrorist actions will 
_ be launched, the destabilisation ef- . 
_ fort will be pursued with even 
greater determination. Reagan’s 
master terrorist has to be taken se- 
riously; .if there is any increase in 


terrorist activity, we will ir nedi- 


ately know the guilty men. 
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INDIA 


DELII RENEWS BAN ON PUNJAB EXTREMIST GROUPS 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 2 May 86 p 1 


[Text } 

The Dal Khalsa and the National Coun- _ jective and for this purpose has been government-in-exile and allocated 

cil of Khalistan, two Sikh extremist preaching secession anddisruptionof portfolios to its members. 

groups, were on Thursday declared un- _ the territorial integrity of India, the The National Council of 

lawful organisations and- banned with _ notification said. Khalistan, the notification said, had 

immediate effect for further two years. The office-bearers and activistsof | through the declaration of its secre- 

The two organisations were banned in the Dal Khalsa have extended sup- _tary-general Balbir Singh Sandhu, 

1984 and the order expired yesterday, re- port to the creation of ‘Khalistan’ by _ proclaimed as its objective the estab- 

ports UNI. exhorting Sikhs oe the circula- _ lishment of ‘Khalistan’ and been en- 
. . , tion of posters and press notes toin- § couraging the secessionist and vio- 

asl avemeacaae dulge in such activities as the burning _lent activities of the ‘Dal Khalsa’ 


ful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967, 
the two organisations were c 


with preaching and encouraging se- 


cessionist and violent activities 
aimed at disrupting the territorial in- 
tegrity of India. 

The Dal Khalsa has declared the 


establishment of a completely auton- 
omous ‘Khalsa state’ as its main ob- 
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‘of the national flag, it said. 


The Dal Khalsa had also finalised 
a ‘future course of action’ to achieve 
the objective of ‘Khalsa raj’, it 
added. 

Dal Khelsa activists have also 
been arming themselves to achieve 
the goal. 

The organisation’s activists have 
reportedly formed a ‘Khalistan’ 
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Dr Jagjit Singh Chauhan, the self- 
styled ‘presiderit’ of ‘Khalistan’, had 
extended threats through foreign me- 
dia to late Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi and other national leaders 
and instigated Sikh extremists to as- 
sassinate her by announcing huge 
sums of money for the purpose. 

The council had announced the 
formation of a five-member commit- 
tee to carry on the work of the 
‘Khalistan government’ and also the 
appointment of ‘ambassadors’ and 
other ‘consular officers’ who had, 
through information furnished to 
newspapers, justified the demand for 
a separate sovereign state, and urged 
its foliowers to burn the Indian na- 
tional flag and the Constitution and 
hoist the ‘Khalistan flag’. 

The councii office-bearers and ac- 
tivists abroad indulged in writing 
threatening letters to leaders in India 
and had undertaken the printing and 
distribution of so-called currency 
notes on behalf of the ‘republic of 
Khalistan’. Its activists in India are 
also indulging in pro-Khalistan and 
anti- Hindu propaganda, the notifica- 
tion added. 











TRAN 


ARTICLE EXAMINES REGIME'S PROBLEMS, DIFFICULTIES TO COME 
Paris POLITIQUE INTERNATIONALE in French Apr 86 pp 167-178 
[Article by Hushang Nahavandi: "After Khomeyni'’] 


[Text] On 16 January 1979, after a year of troubles during which the hesita- 
tions, weaknesses and errors of an irresolute power only hastened the conver- 
sion of the majority into a government opposition party, Shah Mohammed Reza 
Pahlavi left Iran once and for all. 


During the night of 11-12 February, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeyni and his suppor- 
ters officially took over the government of the country. Between these two 
dates there was a period of total confusion, typical perhaps of all tragic ends 
of government. 


During these first months of 1986, time seems no longer to hang in the balance. 
The facts are too well known, indefensible and completely negative. From now 
on one need only observe the strengths and weaknesses of the present regime to 
better discern future perspectives. 


Illusions and Realities 


It will have taken more than seven years and the destruction of a nation in or- 
der for a number of illusions about this revolution, at times deliberately fos- 
tered, to begin at last to disappear: 


1) The "free society" and the regime honoring the rights of man that was prom- 
ised by this society have not been achieved. A totalitarianism theocratic in 
appearance, backed up by a most fearsome police terrorism apparatus, has been 
established in Iran. Compared with this pitiless regime, the at times authori- 
tarian government it has replaced, and whose methods had been so severely crit- 
icized, could pass for liberal, affable, even lax! 


2) Authentic nonalignment, symbolized by the slogan "Neither East Nor West," 
has progressively been interpreted as an alignment based on the strategic and 
international options of the Soviet Union. There can be no more doubt today 
that the operation of "suspending" Tudeh--the Iranian communist party--launched 
in February 1983, was first and foremost designed to deceive public opinion 
abroad and to accredit the position that the government had taken an “anti- 
Soviet turn." In the West, those who had let themselves be fooled by this ope- 
ration, sometimes voluntarily, are now singing a different tune and even going 
so far as to make honorable amends. 
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It seems in fact that, despite the massive presence and infiltration of ortho- 
dox communist elements into the machinery of government and among the ruling 
echelons of the regime, Moscow looks more particularly to religious with a rev- 
olutionary background (often "educated" in terrorist training camps or trained 
in the East) in establishing its influence. The model of Soviet infiltration 
into Iran presents the originality of calling upon oblique methods that escape 
the cartesian analysis of certain observers. It reminds one of the use of lib- 
eration theology in Latin America, however. The Islamic Republic of Iran is 
becoming one of the chief bases for international terrorism. Numerous training 
centers are welcome to exist there and are installed with great ostentation. 
The regime subscribes its logistic and political support to subversive and ter- 
rorist movements throughout the world. By acting in this way it approaches the 
"Libyan model" and affords--as if there were any need--a new proof of the direc- 
tion of its "nonalignment." 


Thus detached since January 1979 from its privileged alliances with the free 
world, Iran, blessed with a determinative strategic position in the region, has 
progressively come to form an integral part of the enemy camp. This tendency 
manifests itself in the use of "Islamic integrism'’ as the principal vector of 
destabilization in Muslim nations with ties to the West. 


These new options are not exempt from presenting a variety of problems to the 
Iranian government: 


1) The regime has lost the relatively strong popular following it enjoyed in 
the beginning. 


Numerous reasons explain this disaffection: the ruin of the economy, unemploy- 
ment, inflation, the corruption and the debauchery that reign among the power- 
ful government officials, the terrorism and the suppression of fundamental 
freedoms, not to mention the interminable war with Iraq. 


Of course, for the government now established in Tehran, this conflict is an 
element of security, a "blessed war." It allows those who rule to justify the 
very difficult food situation and to maintain the rationing of commodities that 
are essential, all of which constitutes at the same time an effective instru- 
ment of control over the populace. It also justifies the retention of the armed 
forces on the borders while the operation of strengthening and officering the 
militias--the Guardians of the Revolution--effectively aided and abetted by sev- 
eral Eastern block countries, is brought to completion. Thus in due time the 
two forces can be unified, causing the disappearance as such, of an Iranian 
army whose nationalist traditions still inspire distrust. Be that as it may, 
the war is becoming less and less popular; weariness is gaining ground, and it 
is no doubt the same in Iraq. But the regime of the mullahs cannot and will not 
put an end to the confrontations. Despite the desperate nature of the crisis, 
this dilemma has not yet been exploited by the opponents of Ayatollah Khomeyni. 


2) More than seven years after its proclamation of inauguration, the Islamic 
Republic has not been able to present the slightest design for a society. 
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The initial references to the need for a return to the dawn of Islam are now 
rarely heard and appear to be uttered purely for form's sake. Apart from a 
few naive souls or uneducated fanatics, no one apparently believes in the con- 
crete realization of such a hypothesis. 


The claims of a certain number of "radical visionaries" who want to "perfect 
the work the Prophet was unable to accomplish while on earth" and to construct 
a new revolutionary theology, have at this writing produced nothing more than 
a copy of Marx's collectivism, scarcely disguised by the cosmetics of Islamic 
phraseology. 


It is surprising to observe that in the West we attribute a great deal more 
creativity to these champions of "Islamic renewal" than they really possess. 


In the face of this total vacuum, those who continue to call to witness the Is- 
lamic Republic can only dig themselves in deeper each day in their attempt to 
square the circle of an abject repression at home and a systematic recourse to 
terrorism abroad. 


3) The regime born of the revolution is meeting with an ever stronger and more 
active resistance on the part of the Shi'ite religious hierarchy and clergy. 


One of the great paradoxes of the power established in the name of a Shi'ite 
Islam (and without any doubt the one of which foreigners and western nations 

in particular are the least aware) is the opposition that this power arouses in 
the hearts of the clergy and the repression exercised in its regard. 


3eginning in 1980, the Muslim clergy manifested its hostility regarding doctri- 
nal positions and the methods of action of the new regime. Since then these 
periodic recantations have turned progressively into formal condemnations. 


After Grand Ayatollahs Bahaoldin Mahallati, Hadj Hassan Tabatabai Ghomi, Aya- 
tollah Zandjani and certain less important Shi'ite dignitaries, it was Grand 
Ayatollah Hadj Abolghassem Khoy--incontestably number one in the Shi'ite hier- 
archy--who last November condemned both the words and the actions of the Isla- 
mic Revolution. These position statements correspond in fact to veritable ex- 
communications and are understood as such by the very great majority of the 
true clergy and faithful. 


Several factors may explain this repudiation: 


In the first pLace, a basic disagreement at the doctrinal level, particularly 
with respect to the role of the clergy in government and the theory of the king- 
dom of the learned, the foundation stone of the reigning theocratic totalitar- 
lanism. 


In the second place, a disapproval of the methods used by the government. The 
traditional clergy, in contact with numerous strata of the population, could 
not remain passive in the face of the massive and arbitrary expropriations, the 
general practice of torture, the extortions, indecent assaults and rapes com- 
mitted by the Guardians of the Revolution. A failure to react would have com- 
pletely discredited them and would in addition have led to a stanching of the 
flow of their principal source of revenue: donations. 
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Finally, a growing uneasiness in the face of the disaffection of the populace 
with regard to religious practice. Contrary to the stock phrases circulated 
by one segment of the press, the popular response to the excesses committed in 
the name of religion is turning into a widespread anticlerical sentiment. The 
mosques are empty. Isolated mullahs, often innocent of official crimes, are 
molested, kidnapped, beaten and sometimes assassinated. The several sessions 
of public prayer that have been televised have had massive audiences only be- 
cause of the presence of the Guardians of the Revolution, the civil servants 
who have been forced to attend, or the "counter-revolutionary" prisoners who 
are in the process of ideological reeducation. It is interesting to observe 
the numerous cases of more or less clandestine conversion to Zoroastrianism, 
the monotheistic religion of ancient Persia. 


To this hostility of the Shi'ite hierarchy and a large segment of the clergy, 
the government has retorted by the authoritarian appointment of new mullahs-- 
the “combattant clergy"'--and especially by a severe and often bloody repres- 
sion. An enormous number of "non-conformist" mullahs have been imprisoned, ex- 
iled or slain, and thousands of others have been forbidden to exercise their 
clerical functions. Of the seven "Grand Ayatollahs," who are the only legiti- 
mate interpreters of the law and who represent the summit of the Shi'ite hier- 
archy, three are presently in prison or under house arrest and one lives 
abroad; only three of them, one of whom is Khomeyni, stili enjoy their freedom! 


In the event of a future change of government, the energizing role of this re- 
pressed clergy would be no negligeabie factor. 


The War of Succession; a Spiritual Authority Contested 


The demise of Ayatollah Khomeyni, now 87, will no doubt be an important factor 
in the future of the Islamic Republic as well. As aman, he no longer has ei- 
ther the prestige or the popularity he formerly enjoyed--at the beginning of 
the revolutionary process--thanks in part to the international media. More- 
over, outside of Iran, the true face of the revolution and of its "guide" is 
coniing to be better known. However, the charism of Ayatollah Khomeyni has not 
completely disappeared. It allows the struggles for influence being waged over 
his succession to be covered up. 


Of the 17 members of the now sadly famous Council of the Revolution, which di- 
rected the country after the fall of the monarchy, seven have died violent 
deaths and one died of illness. Among the nine survivors, Abol-Hassan Bani- 
Sadr, who had been nicknamed the "spiritual son of the imam,'’ sought refuge in 
Paris. Hassan Ali Montazeri was designated successor to Khomeyni at the end 

of the year 1985. But according to the internal logic of the system, this des- 
ignation poses a problem. Actually, under the terms of the constitution of the 
Islamic Republic, the "supreme guide" of the revolution should be chosen from 
among the Shi'ite religious dignitaries at the summit of the hierarchy, alone 
capable of interpreting the law and guiding believers. But Montazeri is only 

a simple mullah, as are so many others in Iran. All the efforts and pressures 
of the regime calculated to confer on him the titles and certificates necessary 
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for his promotion have failed. He has therefore been designated according to 
a hastily contrived administrative procedure. This precipitateness came in 
reply to two preoccupations. First, the authorities in Tehran want to organize 
the post-Khomeyni period by presenting evidence, especially to the outside 
world, of a certain spirit of continuity. And secondly, Hassan Ali Montazeri, 
generally considered an insignificant figure, even a rather naive one, is the 
only man to have gained the unanimous approval of all the clans that make up 
the regime. Each one believes it can take him in and manipulate him easily at 
the right moment. 


A Divided Temporal Authority 


Among these clans and factions with rather undefined contours, moreover, two 
main groups exist. The one, tending to be Marxist and pro-Soviet, especially 
controls the fundamentals of government machinery, the ministry of security, a 
large segment of the militias and the office of the public prosecutor of revo- 
lutionary justice. 


The other, more pragmatic, has as its particular charge the foreign trade sec- 
tor--of which the profits are enormous--and several national corporations. Its 
emissaries travel through foreign countries to conclude or supervise business, 
but also to establish relations. 


On the other hand, the real influence of the "liberal'’ tendency incarnated in 

Mehdi Bazargan, Khomeyni's former prime minister, (who has the advantage of a 

small capital of supportive sympathy in certain strata of the urban bourgeoi- 

sie) seems to be almost nil. The regime still allows him a quasi-liberty, es- 
pecially to make people beyond the borders believe that a "liberalization" of 

the Iranian system is still possible. But his small political party has evi- 

dently been banned and its offices pillaged and put under sequestration. Since 
February 1985 he has thrice been given "corrections" in the purest Nazi style, 
so that he will not make waves! 


A liberalization of the regime, even a limited and progressive one, seems to 
be out of the question, for it would mean its death. Too many corpses incite 
people to vengeance, too much confiscation of property encourages the dispos- 
sessed to want to regain their rights, so that blind violence and terrorism 
may be abandoned as a style of government. Moreover, whatever the faction to 
which it belongs, the ruling class does not cease to declare it openly. 


The chanceries of western nations as well as a number of incorrigible experts 
remain deaf to these public and repeated expressions of position, however. 


The Spoil-Sports 


At a time when the fate and the orientation of the regime will be at stake, the 
final balance could also and especially depend on th attitude of the regular 
armed forces and the various militias. 


Decapitated by the revolution, decimated by the war with Iraq and the succes- 
Sive purges, the army is still under suspicion and always under surveillance. 


The officers are well aware of a system involving frequent transfers and ideo- 
logically sound commissioners appointed to all the units. The police and the 
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gendarmerie are the object of the same constant suspicion and are duplicated 
by neighborhood committees in cities and by committees of struggle against 
contraband in rural districts. 


The solidarity of these three forces remains complete. Although divided be- 
tween monarchists and republicans, they remain profoundly nationalistic. The 
power of attraction and the prestige of the army, to which public opinion jus- 
tifiably gives the credit for safeguarding the independence and integrity of 
the nation against foreign invaders, constitute the ever-present obsession of 
the regime. In fact the army, the police and the national gendarmerie repre- 
sent the only organized forces around which a future national recovery might 
one day be envisioned. 


In addition to these traditional forces, the regime has created a certain num- 
ber of militias over the past seven years. Among them the “Pasdarans" or 
Guardians of the Revolution are certainly the best structured. With forces 
that number 300,000 men, they have their own security ministry, are equipped 
with an armored division, a small air force and benefit from all the concern 
and solicitude of the government. Nevertheless, despite the presence of advi- 
sors from satellite countries of the USSR and Palestinian "professionals"'-- 

6 000 of them last December, according to a specialized British periodical, al- 
though this figure seems exaggerated--their cadre of officers is weak and their 
discipline rather rough around the edges. Although exorbitant privileges have 
been granted them, the Guardians of the Revolution are also affected by the 
general discontent of the populace; acts of insubordination and brawls have 
multiplied within their ranks in recent times. According to certain informa- 
tion, they are even alleged to be infiltrated by networks of opponents. Never- 
theless they still constitute the chief strength available to the radical and 
pro-Soviet element during any future crisis. 


Dissidents and Opponents 


In the Iranian diaspora two tendencies opposed to the present regime are evi- 
dent. 


The first is composed chiefly of former collaborators of the present regime 
who have kept their distance, chosen exile or simply been thrust aside. With 
more or less discretion or guilty conscience, they all bear witness to the 
"ideals of the revolution" and believe they have been betrayed by their former 
friends. They could be qualified as dissidents. 


Within this first branch of the opposition, the Mujaheddin (organization of 
the combattants of the people of Iran), practically eliminated from Iranian 
territory at present, possess a good organization and extensive instruments of 
propaganda that operate outside the country, thanks to sizable financial re- 
sources, the origin of which is very controversial. With respect to them, 
three observations must be made: 


1) First of all, with their Marxist tendencies--they are often called "Islamic 
Marxists''--the Mujaheddin publicize, in their basic documents and their publi- 
cations in Persian, an ideology very close to that which was applied by Pol Pot 
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in Cambodia. Several ideologists belonging to the movement were evidently 
fellow students of the latter in Paris, moreover. 


During the year 1985, anxious to acquire political respectability, the Muja- 
heddin tried to hold to a more moderate line. They met with European figures 
representing the center and the right. Faced with the inertia of the other 
movements, they tried to assert themselves, with claims of offering the chief 
solution for change in the eventuality of a new government in Tehran. The ope- 
ration seems to have fizzled out. 


2) Then, one must not forget that from the beginning of the seventies the Muja- 
heddin have had recourse to violence and terrorism as the sole method of poli- 
tical action. They then allied themselves with Palestinian maximalist terror- 
ist movements, and with the triumph of the revolution they have become the real 
agents for the dirty work of the regime. 


It is difficult to see how their current democratic, nonviolent and pluralistic 
jargon could be believed. 


3) Finally, the Mujaheddin signed an agreement to cooperate with Iraq--a coun- 
try whose aggression has caused the death of more than 500,000 Iranians and 

one that, at the beginning of hostilities, did not hide its desire to destroy 
Iran. On Iraqi territory they have bases and radio transmitters at their dis- 
position, and they publicly claim responsibility for acts of sabotage and at- 
tacks against Iranian armed forces. Whatever aversion Iranians may have against 
the current regime, they cannot help but consider the Mujaheddin as collabora- 
tors with the enemy. 


Under these conditions, it is not surprising that, despite the support that 
comes from European “progressivist" circles and from a few leftist "liberals" 
in the United States, the Mujaheddin are more and more frequently discredited. 


The second tendency is more widespread: if initially a segment of the political 
intellectual elite of the former regime constituted its framework, there has 
now been a progressive changing of the guard. After being divided, ineffective 
and isolated from what was really going on in the country, this movement seems 
to be reassessing itself. 


Two of these movements that had organized themselves around Generals Gholam- 
Ali Oveyssi and Bahram Ariana of the former imperial army fell apart after the 
assassination of the former in Paris in February 1984 and the demise of the 
latter in June 1985, also in the French capital. Both of these movements de- 
clared themselves to be openly monarchist and favorable to a restoration of the 
Pahlavi dynasty. This is also the case with the Free Iran Movement, a very ac- 
tive monarchist organization--led by Princess Azadeh Shafigh--which has been 
rather reticent since the inauguration of the Council for Constitutional Mon- 
archy by Prince Reza. 


On the other hand, two additional opposition movements continue to maintain 
headquarters in Paris and evidently have considerable means and resources at 
their disposal: the National Resistance Movement, led by Mr Shapur Bakhtiar, 
72, the last prime minister of the Shah; and the Front for the Liberation of 
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Iran, under the leadership of Mr Ali Amini, now in his eighties, another former 
prime minister and a man who from 1930 to 1979 was one of the outstanding poli- 
ticians in Iran. The former movement has a radio station that transmits in 
part from Baghdad, as well as several propaganda newsletters that it distrib- 
utes among Iranian exiles. The latter broadcasts a radio program intended for 
the interior of Iran, from a transmitter located outside the country, and it 
also publishes a weekly in Paris. 


The political action of the Iranian Movement for Freedom and Progress, which 
includes a good number of intellectuals and technocrats in the United States 
and Europe and publishes in Paris a newsletter entitled "Le Point sur lL‘ iran’ 
(Focus on Iran), is seen chiefly as a political party of liberal and national - 
ist tendencies that is preparing for an alternative to the present regime; 
whereas the activity of figures like Admiral Ahmad Madani, Prince Ali Pahlavi 
(the nephew of the late Shah) or Me Mohsen Pezeshkpur, the "leader" of the 
Pan-I[ran group, remains rather at the level of individual efforts. 


The monarchists profit from the nostalgia for the past that affects all I[ran- 
ians; but up to now they have created no structured political organization. 

The attempt inaugurated in October 1984 by Prince Reza, the legitimate heir to 
the throne, to promote his own organization (the Council for the Constitutiona! 
Monarchy) is marking time. The supporters of the monarchy--and they are many-- 
are waiting for a more responsible attitude on the part of the prince, a less 
hesitant and more energetic action; in short, a political presence. 


Other groups with more promising futures, however, do stand out. Making allow- 
ances, they try to move beyond--or at least around--the fruitless quarrels be- 
tween monarchists and republicans, to work out designs for a society and to 
reflect on a political strategy. Differences of opinion separate them, al- 
though they are all categorically opposed to the present regime. Some come 
close to approximating socialist ideas; others might be termed "modernist lib 
erals."' Some would have a Spanish-type monarchy as their desired form of gov 
ernment; others strive for a true republic, the expression of the will of the 


people. 


However, on a number of points their positions converge: first, they all admit 
the principle of national sovereignty. For them the future political struc- 
tures of Iran cannot be imposed but should result from the decision of the 
Iranians, to be expressed once they have regained freedom, security and seren- 
ity. In this respect, one must give due credit to Prince Reza, who, while re- 
affirming his rights and claims, has had the wisdom to come around to this 
principle. Secondly, they agree on the need to equip Iran with a democratic 
regime adapted to the socio-political structures of the nation. They all re- 
ject totalitarian ideologies. Thirdly, all groups feel that a period of train 
Sition is inevitable, in order to assure the return to a state of law, the es- 
tablishment of security for persons and property, as well as respect for the 
basic freedoms. Only at the conclusion of this period can the definitive re- 
turn to normal political life be realized. The recent experiences of Argen 
tina, Brazil and Turkey show that such desires are not dreams but plausible 
hypotheses. Nothing rules out the birth of a consensus among these different 
forces--whether it be a question of the adoption of a simple code of good con- 
duct or a truly active and constructive cooperation. 
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Such a jolt could triumph over the inertia, irresponsibility and self-satisfac- 
tion that have thus far paralyzed the Iranian opposition. But how to instigate 
it? 


Tomorrow: the De-Khomeynization of Iran 


Upon the death of Ayatollah Khomeyni (which as we have said will probably con- 
stitute the decisive turning point in the future of the Tehran regime and the 
Islamic Revolution), alas, it will be difficult for Iran to avoid a time of 
chaos and struggle, probably a violent phase in which the complete control of 
power will be at stake. The rapid decline of the influence of the man himself 
could, moreover, bring about this result even before his physical demise. 


The scenario for the takeover of power by Hassan Ali Montazeri, whom the regime 
is trying to accredit abroad, is very difficult to envisage for anyone who is 
familiar with the realities of life in Iran, the state of public opinion and 
certain relationships of strength within the country. This mullah is simply 
nonexistent and will be swept aside. In fact only two hypotheses deserve to 
be considered: 


1) Iran could be transformed into an officially "nonaligned" republic, but one 
that is actively pro-Soviet, that would continue to serve as a support for in- 
ternational terrorism and a base for the subversion and destabilization of the 
Muslim nations that are close to the free world. 


The Afghan experience--among other mishaps--should be dissuasive enough to pre- 
vent the Soviet Union from organizing a direct takeover of power by the Tudeh 
communist party. 


Pro-Soviet in its foreign policy and its strategic options, more and more col- 
lectivist in its domestic economic policy, such a regime--quite similar to the 
Libyan model--would satisfy all the fundamental goals of Moscow on both short 
and median terms. 


The recent evolution of the Tehran regime, the inertia and indifference of the 
West, which bears a large share of the responsibility in triggering off the 
present process, and unfortunately the inability of the Iranian opposition 
thus far to propose any other valid option, render this scheme plausible. All 
the more so in that a superpower such as the USSR, capable of making decisions 
and taking action swiftly by reason of its totalitarian nature, will not fail 
to favor it. 


2) A second possible evolution: Iran could show a trend towards a form of rap- 
prochement with the free world and choose to exercise a moderate domestic pol- 
icy. 


The combined effect of the energizing power of the moderate religious hierar- 
chy, the organized strength of the army, the police and the gendarmerie and the 
gravitational and organizational power of a sensitized and motivated elite could 
well guarantee this change of command. 


Nonetheless, it would be completely deceptive to believe that that would mean 
a return to the past. Whatever the case may be, in order for this hypothesis 
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to come to reaiization, the political support of the western world would be 
indispensable. Does the desire to envisage, prepare and foster such a solu- 
tion exist among the nations of the free world? The question must be asked, 
and one of the fundamental tasks of the Iranian opposition forces is to raise 
a healthy consciousness among the members of all groups. 


Finally, at the conclusion of this perhaps pessimistic analysis--but is an ac- 
tive pessimism not preferable to a demobilizing optimism?--two conclusions 
force themselves on the observer: 


The desired change, the ''de-Khomeynization" of Iran, cannot come from the Ira- 
nians alone; it will be the result of a combination of circumstances and de- 
sires. Nevertheless, the domestic conditions for such a change exist; and 
they are necessary but not sufficient. 


The path to be followed will be very long. But we must agree to take the 
first step, whatever the difficulties to come. Instructed by the logic of 
their history, numerous Iranians have at last seen the need for this step. 


There, no doubt, is the only reason to keep hoping. 
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IRAN 


KHAMENE'I DISCUSSES CHARGES AGAINST UN ENVOY 
LD231628 Tehran IRNA in English 1617 GMT 23 May 86 


[Text] Tehran, May 23, IRNA--Iran's President Khamene'i on Friday lambasted 
the U.S. Government for engaging in some sort of “politicai ruffianism" 
against the Islamic Republic with the idea of manipulating global opinion 
and disreputing the Islamic government. 


Khamene'i who was sermonising at the Friday congregational prayers at Tehran 
University campus referred to news reports about an alleged case of attempted 
shop lifting by Iran's Ambassador to the United Nations Raja'i-Khorassani 

in New York on May 7 as a calculated scheme by Washington against the Islamic 
government. 


Dispatches on Thursday said that on May 7th Iran's permanent representative 
to the United Nations had been questioned by FBI agents for allegedly rip- 
ping a price tag off a raincoat and walking out with it from an Alexander's 
store in New York. 


At the Friday congregational prayers in Tehran, Khamene'i said seconds after 
the Iranian U.N. ambassador was seized he was contacted by an FBI agent who 
told the Iranian ambassador that he would take care of the issue on condition 
that Mr Raja‘i-Khorassani have private talks with him on Iran-U.S. relations. 


President Khamene'i said that the FBI agent had threatened the Iranian am- 
bassador that he would release a report on the story to the news media unless 
he accept his offer which the Iranian ambassador had explicitly rejected. 


Khamene'i said from May 7th the CIA went into operation for tempting or 
otherwise forcing the Iranian official to talk with FBI on undisclosed topics 
but that its efforts failing the CIA eventually opted to defame the Iranian 
official by providing a malignant report to the U.S. media.... 


President Khamene'i who was officiating the Friday mass prayers before a 
multitudinous group of worshippers here Friday said now that the conspiracies 
of the U.S. Government against the Islamic Republic and the Iranian officials 
in the world have been disclosed, Washington and Mr Reagan can no longer pre- 
tend to be a supporter of the human rights or a "super" power. 
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Khamenei said that earlier this year an Iranian ambassador to an African 
capital was attacked by unidentified assailants but escaped unharmed. He said 
investigation into the incident made clear that the U.S. Embassy in that coun- 
try had been behind the attack agairst the ambassador. 


President Khamene'i said the big powers and the international media subservient 
to them have specially more recently been at a loss as to what is happening 

at the battlefronts in the Iraq-Iran war. He said the outlooks of the more 
influential global media in relation with Iraq-Iran war is one of total con- 
fusion, and noted that they publish defamatory reports in relation with Iran 
simply to counterbalance Iran's lead in the war with Iraq. 


Elsewhere in his second sermon President Khamene'i said that Iraq's operations 
in the battlefronts have long since diminished into limited mock-maneuvers 
for merely showing off their presence across the borders. 


Khamene'i said to make good on its set-backs in other parts of the more than 
1,000 kms of battlefronts with Iran, earlier this week the Baghdad regime 
claimed that it had occupied the Iranian border town of Mehran. He said the 
town has long since been evacuated and that it does not have any strategic 
value. The president said also that the strategic heights of the town are 
under Iranian control and that without the heights the town is nothing to 
boast of for any army. 


The president said that the Islamic Republic now has the Iraqi town of Al-Faw 
and other strategic locations in Haj‘Umran and Fakkeh under its full control. 
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IRAN 


ROLE OF MAJLIS STRESSED ON ANNIVERSARY 
GH280738 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 0430 GMT 28 May 86 


[Commentary by the research group of the Central News Unit: "The People's 
Expectations from the Respected Majlis"] 


[Excerpts] Today, 28 May, is the anniversary of the creation of the Majlis. 
This Majlis has played a definitive and vital role during the sensitive and 

fateful years of the Islamic revolution in the guidance of the country's is- 
sues. 


The Majlis is the light and hope not only for the oppressed people in this 
Islamic country but a source of hope for the oppressed of the world. This 
is why the work of the Majlis, the speeches of the deputies, and the general 
directions of this organization are all the focus of public opinion and the 
work of the Majlis is followed with special interest. The Majlis has taken 
revolutionary and basic decisions at sensitive and important times during 
the revolution, thus finding a place for this decisive organization among 
the people of the country. 


Because of the basic and revolutionary actions of the Majlis, its sacrificing 
and sympathetic deputies are continuously under attack by the plots of the 
enemies of revolution, resulting in revered martyrs to the Islamic revolu- 
tion. 


There have been basic changes in the various aspects of society, politics, 
culture, and economy in the country since the success of the Islamic revolu- 
tion and the turning of the cruel monarchy into an Islamic republic. Be- 
cause of this the role of the Majlis, with regard to passing new laws to 
coincide with the aims and strategies of the Islamic republic, is felt 

more than that of other organizations. 


During the past few eyars the fact that a legal vacuum was a basic stumbling 
block in the way of officials in carrying out their duties has been clear 

to everyone. Many, because of the existence of this legal vacuum in the social 
and economic fields, have taken advantage and stolen from the people as much 

as they can. Of course, it will take time to change laws left over from the 
old regime into laws fit for the Islamic regime and in line with the values 

of an Islamic society and some will take advantage of this lapse and will 
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abuse it to their own benefit. But it is up to us and all officials, espe- 
cially the respected deputies of the Majlis, to shorten this period as much 
as possible. By removing the basis for abuse they will bind the hands of 
those who take advantage and loot. 


If Islamic law is made in accordance with Islamic values, no one will ever 
be in a position to break the law or to take advantage of the situation with 
the excuse of not having laws or the existence of un-Islamic laws. 


We must divide laws into two segments: trivial and topical laws, and other 
basic and decisive laws whose existence or nonexistence will have a vital 
effect on various aspects of society. These will directly and indirectly 
affect the running of the society. The respected Majlis deputies must pay 
all their attention and effort in drawing up and passing basic laws. The 
passing of these laws and dealing with the people's problems, especially the 
oppressed levels of society who are pulling most of the weight of the revolu- 
tion and the war, must be the main axis for action. 


If the laws of the past regime were designed to safeguard the interests of a 
special group of people and capitalists, the Islamic Majlis must do all it 
can to pass laws that will benefit the oppressed and return their rights 
from looters and aggressors. 


In the economic field, our Islamic society needs a series of decisive laws 
and basic actions that will lend a helping hand to the poor of society who 
suffered during the cruel years of the monarchy. In the social and cultural 
fields, there is 2 need for a series of basic laws to counter exposure to 
poisonous Western culture. These cultural attacks of the aggressors must be 
fought at the roots, legally. 


Wasting time, with regard to passing the basic and necessary laws and paying 
attention to other minor issues causes abuse and looting and will give the 
enemies of the revolution an opportunity to create dissatisfaction. This 
also will dampen the enthusiasm of the real owners of the revolution. This 
is why it is necessary for the people's representatives to keep in mind their 
vital responsibility at this point of the revolution, as they have done in the 
past. By drawing up important and useful laws in the various fields of 
economy, social affairs, and culture, they should provide the groundwork to 
warm the hearts of the real owners of the revolution--the poor and oppressed 
of society, despite the fact that such action may not be pleasant for some 
people. 
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IRAN 


OFFICIAL SPEAKS ON ROLE OF CULTURAL REPRESENTATIVES ABROAD 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 5 May 86 p 3 


[Interview with Director General of the Office of Cultural Agencies Homayun 
Khosravi by KEYHAN; date and place not specified] 


[Text] KEYHAN political service. Simultaneous with the 
third cultural seminar of the representatives of the 
Islamic Republic abroad, we conducted an interview with 
Homayun Khosravi, the director general of the office of 
cultural agencies, which functions under the 
international deputy office of the Ministry of Islamic 
Guidance. In this interview, he responded to our 
questions concerning the role and duties of these 
agencies and the difference between their work and that 
of the Iranian political agencies abroad, the operations 
of the office over the past several years, and to which 
organization or ministry, according to the law, the 
responsibility for carrying out and coordinating the 
cultural and propaganda activities abroad belongs. 


First we asked: As you know, the people do not have sufficient, correct 
information and understanding of the role and duties of the Iranian cultural 
agencies abroad. Please give a general introduction to the duties of these 
agencies (embassies). 


In response to this question, Khosrow said: On the whole the cultural and 
propaganda activities of the Islamic Republic of Iran abroad are carried out 
through centers and bases called "cultural attache offices," "cultural 
agencies" and "houses of culture." These centers are created either on the 
basis of agreements between countries, in which case the title of the highest 
permanent organizational position approved by the employment affairs office of 
the country is given to the center, or in countries which lack cultural 
agreements with us, the name of the cultural center is determined by the 
highest position approved by the honorable Cabinet. 


The duty of the cultural attaches and officials and the houses of culture 
abroad is to expand cultural relations between the Islamic Republic of Iran 
and other countries of the world. This goal is secured through establishing 
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relations with the cultural personalities and professors and students in the 
universities and cultural and religious centers of that country; holding 
cultural, scientific and literary seminars; establishing culture and art 
exhibitions, such as the exhibition of books and works of artists in that 
country; the formation and creation of Persian language classes and Persian 
language chairs in the accredited universities of that country; the creation 
of research and cultural centers and working on their libraries and valuable 
books, translations, and publications; distributing the works of scholars and 
prominent persons in the science and literature of Iran into foreign 
languages; showing films, pictures, and slides; fighting the negative 
propaganda of the enemies of the Islamic revclution through publications in 
newspapers and holding necessary press and radio and television interviews; 
helping and cooperating with cultural and scientific establishments and 
societies and publications of weekly, monthly or seasonal cultural and social 
journals and distributing such publications among the people. 


Concerning the presence of Iran in the cultural and scientific assemblies of 
the world, the director general of the office of cultural agencies said: 


At the present, unfortunately, we do not have a presence in many of the 
cultural and scientific assemblies or art circles abroad. Not only are we not 
present, but we have no relationship with them. Among the delegations who 
come to Iran or delegations who go from Iran, there are few delegations who 
carry cultural messages. Worse still is that this problem is not discussed 
very often and, therefore, little discussion is held about a solution to it. 


We asked: According to the law, what organization is responsible for carrying 
out propaganda and cultural activities and what initiatives, in your opinion, 
must be taken to better carry out these kinds of cultural and propaganda 
affairs? 


[Answer] According to the decree of his excellency the imam to the previous 
minister of Islamic guidance, the responsibility for carrying out and 
coordinating propaganda and cultural activities abroad is conferred on the 
Ministry of Islamic Guidance. In other words, as the political agencies 
abroad are responsible for coordinating all political and economic affairs and 
relationships, cultural agencies are also responsible for coordinating 
cultural and propaganda activities, of course, within the framework of the 
foreiga policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The reason for the separation 
of these two is merely in order to prevent cultural issues from being 
sacrificed for political expediency. 


In this connection, the organizations that are present abroad and are in some 
way involved in cuitural affairs and propaganda abroad are: the Voice and 
Vision, Islamic propaganda organization, education, the Ministry of Culture 
and Higher Education, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, etc. 


In the conclusion of the interview, we asked the director general of the 
cultural agencies to explain the role of art as a means to nurture propaganda 
activities abroad. 





He said: 


In countries where cultural agencies have been established (especially in 
Europe and the subcontinent), visual, pictorial and exhibition art is useful. 
For this reason, we place special importance on it. We believe that emphasis 
on cultural partnerships between Iran and other countries, particularly the 
subcontinent, and the proper utilization of art as a very important iool will 
help us tremendously in introducing Islamic culture and thought. Hence, the 
more we try to understand through cultural partnerships and the more we 
benefit from art as the voice of culture and thought, the more successful we 
will be in carrying out our mission. 


On the other hand, as you know, through the Persian language, Islam was 
transmitted to the Indian subcontinent. Considering the high percentage of 
Muslims interested in Persian language and writing, the important and valuable 
role of Persian language can be understood in transmitting the Islamic culture 
in that area. For this reason, attention to these two issues is the main duty 
of the agencies. Cultural agencies try, as the case requires, to offer 
cultural and propaganda issues through varicus exhibitions and competitions or 
to establish educational and other classes in the form of art. They also make 
an effort to spread Persian language by establishing Persian language classes 
for beginners and holding seminars to re-train Persian language professors 
abroad. 


He also presented a list of the countries in which the Islamic Repidlic of 
Iran has cultural agencies and said: 


The cultural agencies of the Islamic Republic of Iran are at the present 
active in India, Pakistan, Turkey, Lebanon, Bangladesh, Greece, Syria, Sierra 
Leone, Kenya, West Germany, Austria, and Belgium. 


Our activities in France, Switzerland, Argentina and Zimbabwe have stopped 
temporarily for one reason or another, but will resume after the obstacles are 
removed. The expansion of cultural agencies in the south of the Persian Gulf, 
Central America and Africa is being studied and evaluated. God willing, in 
the not-too-distant future, we will take steps to establish these agencies. 
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IRAN 


OFFICIAL DISCUSSES TEACHING PROBLEMS IN NONPROFIT INSTITUTIONS 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 5 May 86 p 19 


[Interview with Representative Hojjat ol-Eslam Morad'ali of Sanqez, chairman 
of the Majlis committee on education, by KEYHAN; date and place not specified] 


[Text] KEYHAN political service. After the victory of 
the Islamic revolution, in order to create just 
resources, all nongovernmental schools were dissolved. 
From the very beginning, differences existed between the 
authorities of such schools and the Ministry of Education 
concerning the administration and the regulations. 
However, despite these differences, the nonprofit schools 
continued their activities in accordance with their 
special conditions and regulations until ultimately the 
circumstances became critical, even ending in the closure 
of two schools. 


The law also has not been clear on this point so far. 

For this reason, in order to better clarify the issue, we 
spoke to Hojjat ol-Eslam Morad'ali Ahmadi, the 
representative of Sangez and chairman of the committee on 
education of the Majlis, and asked for his views in this 
regard, which follow. 


[Question] Recently the issue of private schools has instigated certain 
events in the country which have even resulted in conflicts. Considering that 
recently the plan for the participation of the people was discussed in the 
committee on education, what is your opinion about these issues? 


[Answer] After the revolution, nonprofit schools were nationalized and came 
under the control of the government. The Revolution Covncil again decided 
that the nonprofit schools should continue their work only in accordance with 
Note 1 of the legislative bill for the administration of nongovernmental 
educational units ratified on 2/12/58 [21 February 1980] for bylaws to be 
prepared for ratification by the Council. The note remained in effect and the 
schools continued their work, creating certain conflicts and differences 
between the authorities of the nonprofit schools and the government concerning 
the administration of these schools. Naturally, since under the present 











conditions these conflicts became widespread and were about to cause problems 
in the whole country and to overshadow the main issues of the country, a 
number of people decided to offer a plan to resolve this issue. The plan was 
for the existing schools to conform themselves to the present system and 
policies in education. Many believed that this plan would solve the problem. 
The proposal came to the committee through the representatives and the 
committee ratified it with certain changes and clarified that the authorities 
ratifying the bylaws of the partnership are the people and the Majlis. The 
Majlis has replaced the Revolution Council, which no longer exists. After 
discussions in the media and other circles, other problems were discussed and 
naturally some individuals spoke both in opposition and support, which created 
some noise throughout the country. There are various views in this regard. 
One of these views is total opposition to these schools in principle, whether 
they be the existing schools or extensions of them. One of the reasons, it is 
said, is that under the present circumstances the regime is responsible for 
distributing the resources fairly so that students are able to make use of 
these resources equally for their growth. It is believed that if these 
schools exist, naturally, considering the salaries paid, they will absorb the 
good teachers and as a matter of course the schools in the southern part of 
the city will lack good teachers, thus creating a class difference. 


There are also some who support these schools absolutely, both the present 
schools and their extensions. In other words, they say that these schools 
result in greater student improvement, faster growth in their abilities, and 
better training. For this reason, they keep a constant and continuous watch 
over individuals. I said absolutely, because those who follow this thesis 
also want to control the administration rather than have the government to so; 
they oppose governmental administration. There also are those who are of 
another opinion: that the existing schools should continue as long they do 
not conflict or differ with the educational system and policies of the 
country. Naturally, if there are conflicts and differences, the educational 
order of the country will be disturbed. They believe that a child must have 
constant and continuous training, which is also the policy of the country. I 
myself and the committee are also of the same opinion. This was ratified 
after being ratified in the first round of discussions and sent back to the 
committee. The committee approved the continuation of these schools, provided 
they conform with the educational regulations of the country. Note 1 of the 
ratification of the Revolution Council is such. From the beginning of the 
academic year 1365-66 [1986-87], Note 1 of the legislative bill for the 
administration of nongovernmental educational units ratified on 2/12/58 

{21 February 1980] by the Revolution Council wiil be void and nonprofit 
schools will be required to conform to the current education laws and 
regulations. Naturally, if they are unable to conform themselves to this law, 
they may not exist. The main part of the bill is the manner of participation 
and will satisfy those who support the expansion of these schools. In other 
words, we have a single article that states: The Ministry of Education is 
charged with preparing the bill for the participation of the people in 
education for ratification by the Majlis within two months. This bill will 
clarify the procedure for the participation of the people in creating the 
administration of such schools. These problems will be resolved and if there 
are people who want to participate and help schools it will be clarified how 
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this must be done. Of course, there are charitable and unknown people who 
help and provide a great deal of resources at the disposal of the government. 
The parent-guardian society of education has taken great strides in this 
direction and the guardians of students provide a great deal of help, which 
must be appreciated. Of course, if they are directed in a clear channel and 
the objectives are clarified, it will be a better incentive for the 
participation of the people. What is clear and is agreed on by the opponents 
and supporters are a few principles. I am saying this to see whether or not 
they can coexist. The first principle is participation. No one denies the 
participation of the people in national affairs, including the proper 
education of their children and the creation of the grounds to nurture their 
talents. We must believe that without the direct presence and participation 
of the people, the system will not continue. Another principle is the proper 
training of and careful supervision over the blossoming and growth of the 
talents of the young people of the country, which is also not denied by 
anyone. Therefore, the children of the nation, who are the children of the 
revolution, must be trained in accordance with the precepts of the Islamic 
Republic and the channel of God's laws. Our martyrs also believe that their 
training must conform to the Constitution and the Islamic Republic. Another 
principle is observation of the laws, regulations and discipline of the 
country, which must govern the whole country. Can anyone consider himself a 
supporter of religious guardianship and in practice violate the law? 
Therefore, the three principles mentioned can coexist. Of course, some of the 
officials of such schools do not want to accept administration by the 
government. They say that if they accept government administration, their 
ideas will not be carried out; but this is not so. We consider the basis of 
the regime and the government to be Islam and God. Naturally, we trust the 
officials that are voted into office by the nation, and we must trust them. 


[Question] We said: As you yourself expressed, without the presence and 
rarticipation of the people, our regime will not stay in power. We believe 
so. However, the people who have proven their presence at the sensitive and 
necessary junctures are mostly from the oppressed strata of the society. On 
the other hand, the registration of students in nonprofit schools is carried 
out through specific channels, such as intelligence tests and so on, and there 
is the high tuition which is charged for registration. Given all this, how do 
you combine the participation of such people and such schools? 


[Answer] The participation of the people must be regulated so as not to 
conflict with the Constitution, because the Constitution states that the 
people must not be obliged to be involved and participate in education. The 
government is responsible to provide educational resources free of charge. Of 
course, some of the prominent people believe that government responsibility 
must be kept within its ability. When the government is unable to do so, it 
must either close down the educational system or somehow manage it. Now, we 
do not argue that the people have to participate. It has not reached that 
stage yet, because when people are so generous on their own, there is no 
obligation for their children to pay tuition. Therefore, a bill is presented 
by the government and the Majlis committee gives its view in order to devise 
it such that the oppressed and destitute are not absolutely put aside and at 
the same time the middle class is not pressured. But the wealthy and 











comfortable strata can and must pay tuition, and we have no problems in this 
regard. 


[Question] We said that the private schools do not accept governmental 
administration. As you also pointed out, they say that if the administration 
is government controlled, their ideas will not be implemented. Cunsidering 
the present situation of the country, abundant policies and various 
conspiracies against the Islamic regime, do you not find it possible that 
private schools will appear which will channel students according to their age 
and high learning ability and train them in accordance with their particular 
political ideas? 


[Answer] This is one of the worries, and the opponents have the same worry. 
They say that these schools have an objective and a particular policy governs 
them, which will prevent the children from following the goals of the 
government, will separate them from the government composition, and make them 
merely knowledge stricken, imposing a series of particular ideas which will be 
dangerous for the future. Of course, we have said the same to some of these 
people, but they deny it. There are worries about such motives; but it is not 
possible for such schools to exist in our country. For this reason, we say 
that the administration must be governmental. Practical supervision of the 
government and the policies of education will not allow such ideas and 
policies. 
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IRAN 


CONDITIONS FOR TEACHERS TRAINING ANNOUNCED 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 5 May 86 p 3 


[Text] Economic service. The administrative and 
employment affairs organization of the country agreed to 
the proposal of the Ministry of Education based on the 
implementation of educational courses for teachers 
equivalent to expertise in elementary, mathematics, 
experimental sciences, Arabic and the teaching of 
religion. 


According to the public relations office of the administrative and employment 
affairs organization of the country, the aim of these training courses is to 
raise the level of scientific and cultural knowledge of the teachers to enable 
them to teach properly at the elementary and Rahnama'i levels and also in 
order to provide more motivation to continue serving in the Ministry of 
Education. In the fields of religion and Arabic, 1,000 persons; in 
experimental sciences, 600 persons; in mathematics, 1,000 persons; and in 
elementary education, 900 persons have been selected to begin their studies. 
Individuals may take part in the course who, in addition to having a high 
school diploma, are officially employed in one of the common fields of 
education, have taught at least 2 years in a village (by the date the course 
begins) or 3 years in a city, whose age does not exceed 35 at the beginning of 
the course, and who pledge to serve in the field they have studied for the 
Ministry of Education for twice the period they study. 


The duration of this course is four years, based on the unit system, which 
includes four terms of personal attendance and a maximum of three terms in 
absentia. 


These units include 20 units of general subjects, 20 units of basic subjects 
and 34 units of specialized subjects, for a total of 74 units. 


At the end of the course, graduaces will be granted a certificate of 
specialization in one of the fields of elementary education, experimental 
sciences, mathematics, Arabic or religion, the value of which will be based on 
the note to Article 10 of the implementation bylaws of the plan for the 
classification of teachers in terms of employment in the professional fields 
of elementary and high school teaching (experimental sciences, mathematics, 
Arabic and religion) equivalent to an associate degree and will be the basis 
for future promotions. 
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CONSTRUCTION OF NEW REFINERY, OTHER DEVELOPMENTS CITED 


London MEED/THE MIDDLE EAST'S BUSINESS WEEKLY in English 24-30 May 86 


pp 12-13 


[Text ] 


Bids called for 

$1,000 million refinery 

The National Iranian Oil Company 
(NIOC) is inviting offers for a contract to 
build a 220,000-barrel-a-day (b/d) oil 
refinery at Bandar Abbas. The turnkey 
project will be worth nearly $1,000 million, 
observers Say. 

Closing date for bids, invited on 19 
March, is 20 July; however, observers say 
the deadline may have to be extended 
because the foreign firms involved want 
more time. Payment is to be made in oil 

Italian, Japanese and, possibly, West 
German companies are bidding for the 
scheme. They include Technipetrol and 
Snamprogetti. both of lialy, and two 
Japanese companies — Chiyoda 
Chemical Engineering Construction 
Company and JGC Corporation West 
Germany's Lurgi is also believed to bé 
bidding; the UK s Lummus Crest was 
invited to submit an offer, but may choose 
not todo so 


The refinery is believed to have been 
accorded priority by NIOC: it will take at 
least three years to build. 

The refinery complex is to include a 
200,000-ton-a-year lube oil plant, anda 
costly hydrocracker for middie distillates. It 
is possible that separate contracts will be 
issued for the lube oti unit and the refinery. 

The site of the complex in the southeast — 
the furthest point from the Gulf wai zone — 
means along pipeline must be built from 
the oil fields in the southwest. As a result, 
there is speculation that the scheme may 
be tied in with plans to set up safer export 
terminals outside the Gulf. 
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iran’s requirement that crude or fuel oi] be 
accepted in payment has kept down the 
number of potential bidders. Even some of 
the firms preparing offers may pull out at 
the last moment. “Finding someone to 
arrange a barter deal in this market ts 
difficult,” one company says. Another 
points out that the refinery construction 
market is So quiet that his firm would be 
“happy to accept any arrangement, so 
long as we get the business.” 

The planned Bandar Abbas complex Is 
the second refinery scheme approved 
since the 1979 revolution — in addition toa 
lube oil plant at isfanan. A 200,000 b/d 
refinery is to be built at Arak — the site of a 
proposed $1,500 million petrochemicals 
complex 

Plans call for three more 200,000-b/d 
refineries to be compieted by the early 
1990s. The five new plants would double 
total refining capacity to 1.5 million b/d 
Proposed sites for the refineries are liam, 
near the Iraq border, Mashad, inthe 
northeast, and Abadan, where the main 
625,000-b/d refinery was destroyed in the 
early months of the Gulf war (MEED 
14:12 85, page 46. Iran. MEED Special 
Report, November 1984, page 19) 


Snamprogetti 
wins LAB contract 


ltaly s Snamprogetti has been awardeda 
design and engineering contract for a $70 
muillion- 100 million linear alky! benzine 
(LAB) complex at isfanan. The plant will 
have capacity to produce 50,000 tons a 
year of LAB. which is used to make 
detergent 





Snamprogetti won the contract against 
competition from three other Italian firms — 
Foster Wheeler Italiana, Technipetro! 
and Eurotecnica Engineering & 
Constructions — West Germany's Uhde 
and Japan's JGC Corparation. Bids were 
Submitted in early February (MEED 
8:3:86). 

Client is the Industries Ministry 
Construction is scheduled to start soon 


IN BRIEF 

@ Stee! Trading Services Company of Iran \<: 
inviting bids for the supply of an ore handling 
system, high pressure substations and spare 
parts. Closing date is 20 July 


@ Arak Machine Tools Development Project is 
studying offers for the supply of three diese! 
locomotives. 


@ Foreign exchange allocations for 280,000 
plants and workshops supervised by the 
Commerce Ministry have been approved »y the 
Economic Mobilisation Headquarters. the 
Official Islamic Republic News Agency {IRNA) 
reports The plants employ 1.4 million people 
The amount of foreign exchange involved is not 
specified; the decision clears the way for 
imports at a time of tough foreign exchange 
restrictions. 


@ The Customs Bureau is expanding its offices 
in the south, to heip exporters of non-o1! goods 
the state radio said in early May. The 
government has been trying to expand non-oil 
exports, particularly to other Gulf countnes 
(MEED 17:5:86). In mid-May, the Mostazafin 
(deprived) Foundation said it had exported 100 
tons of apples to the UAE; it hopes to increase 
the volume to 2,000 tons in 1986 

Earlier, the Iranian Meat Company said |t had a 
contract from Kuwait to supply 7.5 tons of meat 
over two months, and plans to export 15tons a 
month to the Gulf. The company took part in the 
recent Sharjah international trade fair, where it 
sold 1,600 tons of meat products 


@ East Germany is interested in co-operating in 
port, shipping and railway schemes. according 
to ambassador Guenther Fritsch. The 
ambassador met Roads & Transport Minister 
Mohammad Saeeai Kya in mid-May 


@ Iran isto set up a factory making vaccines in 
Tanzama, according to the official Islamic 
Republic News Agency (iRNA) An official of 
Tehran's Razi institute has visited Dar es Salaam 
to sign an agreement and to prepare for the 
project. The Red Crescent Society nas sent 70 
tons of medicines and food to Tanzania and 
Mozambique. 


@ French and Iranian experts are near to 
reaching agreement on the repayment by France 
of a$1,006 million loan extended during the 
regime of the late Shah, Deputy Prime Minister 
Alireza Moayeri said in Paris on 21 May He was 
speaking after a meeting with France's Prime 
Minister Jacques Chirac. Other issues on the 
agenda are Iran's demand for French even- 
handedness in the Gulf war. and the probicm of 
lramian opposition groups based in France 


®The new UK charge d'affaires 
has been prevented from 
taking up his post in 

Tehran in retaliation for 

a British decision to block 
the appointment of a 
revolutionary student as 
head of the [ranian mission 
in London, the UK Foreign & 
Commonweaith Office said on 
15 May. The Iranian diplo- 
mat, Hossain Malaek, was one 
of the militant students who 
seized the US embassy in 
Tehran in November 1979 and 
held 50 US citizens hostage 
for 444 days. The UK 
refused a visa request for 
Malaek, and Iran responded 
by rejecting a similar 
application on behalf of the 
UK's diplomatic representa- 
tive Hugh Arbuthnott. The 
UK diplomatic mission 
operates as an interests 
section in the Swedish 
embassy in Tehran. 

®Ali Shamkhani has been 
appointed ground forces 
commander of the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guards Corps 
(IRGC). He was previously 
deputy to IRGC commander- 
in-chief Mohsen Rezai. The 
IRGC plays a key role in the 
Gulf war: it comprises 
several hundred thousand 
revolutionary guards, and 
can call on up to 3 millioca 
war volunteers of the Baseej 
(mobilisation). 
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®Khosrow Tehrani, former 
head of a security organi- 
sation based at the Prime 
Ministry, has been arrested 
in connection with the 
August 1981 explosion at the 
ministry that killed Prime 
Minister Javad Bahonar and 
President Rajai, reports say. 
Another suspect, Mohammad 
Taqi Mohammadi, recently 
committed suicide in prison 
(MEED 10:5:86). Both are 
said to have been close to 
Alireza Keshmiri, who 
allegedly planted the brief- 
case bomb; Keshmiri is said 
to have fled abroad. 
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BENAZIR URGES CLOSER TIES WITH INDIA 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 12 May 86 p l 


[Text } 


/12379 


NEW DELHI, May 11: Talking to’ 
Miss Benazir Bhutto in Pakistan 
last week, I found her friendly to 
India, with a positive outlook, 
unlike her father Z.A. Bhutto who 
often talked in terms of a thousand 
year wat. 

The Ac Chairperson of the 
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) said 
that Pakistan and India must bury 
the hatchet. “We have had enough 
of it. Let’s start a new chapter.” 
Miss Bhutto said, “India has a new 

eneration leadership and I hope 

at Pakistan will also have a new 
generation leadership. | hope that 
these new generation leadership. will 
be able to settle problems dealing 
with each other without any of the, 


bitterness of the past and without, 


any of the prejudices of the past’: 
At cublic mectings Miss Bhutto 
speaks im chaste Urdu, Pakistan's 
official language which she was 
not fluent in even two years 
ago. She has also worked hard 
to learn the language. She has 
also worked hard to gather 
facts and figures with which to 
condemn the military regime in 
Pakistan. The interview she gave me 
was in English and she was very 
critical of the role of the military 
and Gen. Zia, the President of 
Pakistan. But most of her observa- 
tions were moderate and she gave 
the impression that she does not, 
want to stir up the peoples anger. | 


CSO: 4600/352 


Among many things, Ms., Bhutto 
is the people's catharsis, whereby 
they purge their sense of guilt for 
not having protested against the 
execution of her father, now a 
legend in Pakistan. 

“Bhutto ham sharminda hain, 


tere katil zinda hain’ (Bhutto we are 
ashamed’ because your ers are 
alive) is one of the slogans the 
people chant, while beating their 
chests at the massive gath she 
is attracting even at wayside places. 
The following are questions and 
answers referring to India: . 


You once mentioned that Pakis- ; 


should not play the Sikh card. 
Do you have firm evidence of Pak- 


istan's complicity? 
You see there are times when I 


have information on certain matters 
but I do not believe in ever speaking 


about them because it is not fair to 
somebody, and I being a Pakistani 
it is not fair for me to speak in a 
manner that could further 
embarrass my country wheter I 
agree or do not agree with the 
regime. Let me say that as far as 


PPP is concerned we do not believe . 


in creating tensions. We believe in 
reducing the tensions. It is a matter 
of pride for rt ye that during 
the period of PPP that democratic 
India and democratic Pakistan 
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Were able to arrive at the Simla 
Agreement which has provided the 
longest basis for good relations in 
the Sub-Continent. 

Did you follow the Shah 
Bano case in India? 

I did hear something about how 
it created a rumpus. I personally 
believe that there should be a per 
sonal law and civil law and let 
the individual decide on the basis 
of personal law or on the basis of 
civd law. I do not believe that 
the government should interfere 
too much in the privacy of 
individual's life, but at the same 
time I do not believe in the crucl 
barbaric punishments and laws 
which this regime (Zia's) has tried 
to bring about. We believe in 
equality of man and woman and 
dignity of cach and every 
individual. 

Have you any plans to meet 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi? 

| At present as you can see I am 
very involved with my aims and ob 
jectives for securing clections but 
the Prime Minister of India has taken 
up many challenges and | wish him 
well in the task he is tacing. No 
doubt, India is facing many 
problems but I am sure that he has 
the energy and capacity to deal 
with them because he has a good 
team to help him. — 








BENAZIR ALLEGES CONSPIRACY ON TRANSFER OF POWER 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 11 May 86 p 8 
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Text HYDERABAD, May 10: Miss Pena- Miss Bhutto who was in high 
zm Bhutto, Chairperson of the PPP, spirits, said the people of Pakistan 
alleged here Friday t that were true Muslims “before Zia gra- 
General Zia had sent a letter to bbed power and they will remain 
Prime Minister Mohammad Khan the’ same even if he is ousted” The 
—~ to grant him extension in PPP chief criticised the Govern- 
is capacity as commander of the ment for neglecting the problems of 
Armed Forces but Mr. Junejo, in a the people. “How can they solve 
state of confusion, has not been the problems of the when 
able to decide the matter. they could not open the Khokhra- 
Addressing a historic public par route d their nine year’s 
meeting here, she alleged that the rule,"’ she questioned. Miss Benazir 
government had hatched a conspi- accused the Government of ha 
ay | to create another Kausar Niati created misunderstanding and ill- 
to hinder the smooth transition to feelings among the people of dif- 
democracy. Miss Bhutto informed ferent provinces. She reminded the 
the crowd of hundreds of eople of the words uttered by late 
thousands that a plan had been King Faisal that Pakistan was a 
worked out to hold fresh elections fortress of Islam and Z.A Bhutto 
on party basis with Benazir behind as its guard. 
the bars. “I warn them that the pe- Miss Bhutto who addressed a 
ople who had rejected them, will not Press conference early in the day 
tolerate their tactics any more.” in Badin, said she had ~~ 
Miss Bhutto claimed that General the former chief of Sind PPP 
Zia was now in a fix because he was Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi, before her 
unable to decide whether he should visit to the Sind so that the world 
take refuge under the umbrella of could assess as to what was the 
the civilian government formed by position of Mr. Jatoi in Sind. 
him or beg the army for shelter. Miss Bhutto felt it was an 
She said the President had lost earnest desire of the people of 
his nerve after realising that the Sind to get rid of those who were 
oe of Pakistan had ted not sincere to the cause of the 
im completely. ogy it ting common man, While on her way to 
at the former Defence Ministey Hyderabad the PPP Chairperson 
the Chair nm of the PPP congra- briefly addressed huge crowds at 
tulated the citizens of Hydera Talhar and Tando Mohammad 
District for defeating: a ‘Tara Khan! oe » ' 
Masih,’ She hoped the people of “~—. 
Pakistan will defeat the “real 
Tara Masih.” . 
/12379 
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ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE UNDER Z2IA REG IME ANALYZED 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM i- English 13, 14 May 86 
[Article by Dr Akmal Hussain] 


[13 May 86 pp 4] 





[Text] After 9 years of economic locally and compete more e ffecti- the low celing tw agricultural 
wth conducted under the i Paros domestically Produced Fowth, would combine to restrict 

irection of the World Bank _ It of ubedy ld rise as the growth of Sxport earnings in 

ad iMF it ie ¢: © result of su Y withdrawal, e Saecun Thus the IMF World 

ana ji! it is ume to evaluate Apart) = fom this formerly Bank policy Package while it would 

the prescnptions they have ced an imple n nanee cates Constitu- create the capacity to service debts 

imposed on us It is time also ww ites subsidy to domestic in the short term. would be 

to explore the imperatives of This too coal . y ‘witha adunp ite growth of foreign 

Tr : exchange in ¢ Ong-run, and hence 

building an economy that following exchange rate devaluation. maintain a continted dependence 


eneures national independence As import ©xpenditures followin 


justi the national e onom f 
and social justice. conomy on foreign 


of 
loans. 





In this brief essay, I will firse 
evaluate the development Strategy sy oodl comse quency as, fal Let us ow consider how in the 
implied . conditionality ACUTE pressure on the balance of case of Pakistan the IMF/World 
Clauses of the World Bank and IMF. Payments Hence exchange rate ® conditionality was im lemen 
In the second section the state of devaluation, which is the ird ele. fed , and then examine its implica 
the National Economy will be e.. pacha te IMF/World Bank polic planning pin dustrialisation and 
amined, — in the third section Package, would induce downuant Planning in this country, 
the policy : | for ning adjustment in the exchar rate as 
& seit reliant an equitable eco. device to in j i iso. ‘ ’SIYT ’ I 
nomic growth will be indicated. tion and subsidy wicket, iberalisa CUE SIXT PL AN 
R ~ sy woPment 1. ane ; —— 

<j attial Law regime was ormu- The overall effect of this polj 
lated within the framework arising would be thar resource allocation Plan which wasn, izth Five - = 
out of the IMF/World Bank struc. in the domestic economy would Martial Low Regime reflec. he 
oual masrment Programme. This take Place in Fesponse to world structural Adjustment: Programme 
1s a comprehensive macro economic market prices. This means that the imposed on ou, Planners as 
policy Package which constitutes domestic resources would tend to condition for the loan giver by the 
IMF/World Bank conditionality and concentrated in the agriculeure IMF/World Bank The Sinch Plan 
contains three Principal policy sector where the country has places em hasis on resources 
guidelines. ' — COMpPparative advantage (IN a static allocation based On present 

1. Import liberalisation, sense) and a shift away from the comparative advantage | agticulture 

2. Withdrawal of subsidies Strategy of industrialisation, which as the basis of achieving aggregate 

3. Exchange rate devaluation. ee an oy of national inde p- GNP growth targets and concentra. 

~— : endence in the post coloni tion on agricultural ex orts. Fo 

These guidelines are essentially Period. In such a dondegeest — example de Wests Rank Revie. oa 
inter-related and effectively pro. tegy growth < GNP is predicated 
pose that the economy be “opened Primarily on the agriculture sector Pakistan’s Sixth F ‘¢ Year Plan 
up” to the flows of oreign goods and foreign exchange earnings cri. States. 
and capital and that resources tically dependent On agriculture “The plan’s Principal objectives 
allocation in the domestic economy exports. Accordingly while readily are to achieve 4 Major 
‘take place on the basis of world available agricultural goods would through in agricultural Production 
market prices. Import liberalisation enable an increase in foreign ex. an capanding foothold in export 
and withdrawal of subsidies from chan earnings in the short run markets for agricultural Products, 
local goods means that foreign, the » a in the terms of trade rapid development Of selected 


goods would be freely available against agricultural exporters and industries in which the country has 
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The Sixth Five Year Plan docu- 
ment itself makes clear the strategy 
of making agriculture (rather than 
industry) 5 the spearhead of 
growth in GNP. 

« the gowth stragety of the 
plan is based on a major break- 
through in agriculture 
production... 

The Plan document goes on to 
emphasize the objective of agricul- 
tural exports: 

“The growth strate of the 

Plan relies on a com ination of 

policies including: 

1. A major increase in on 
yields through more efficient use 
of fertiliser water and farm tech- 
nology. 


2 An expanding foothold in 
export markets for wheat and rice 
as well as for fruits, vegetables, 
flowers, poult and meat. , 

3. Increase self sufficiency in oil 
seeds. 

- Rapid development of stecl 
based engneering food modernt 
gation of textile indus and estab- 
lishment of ago industries for 
processing agricultural sur pluses. 


The policy of umport liberali- 
sation, subsidy wit drawal 


resource alloca tion based on * 


market mechanism 3B indicated 
clearly im the World Bank Review 
of the Sixth Plan. 

Another significant feature of 
the Plan is the expanding role assi- 
gned to the private sector. wi 
rivate investment proyecte 
to increase more than twice as 
rapidly a public investment, the 
involvement of the ublic sector in 
manufacturing to ‘decline sharply, 
the attainment of the overall targets 
of the plan will — to a greater 
extent thas in ume past on the 


formance of the private sector. 
As is recognised in the plan major . 
actians mm pricing, deregulation, ' 


tariffs, and import liberalisation 
and other incentives will be needed 
to induce the private sector to play 
the increased role expected of it.. 


MANAGED FLOAT 


———— 





The implementation of the 
chird element in the conditionalit 
package of the IMF/World Bonk 
(indicated above) namely devaiua- 
tion of the Rupee., was done by 
means of de-linking the Rupee from 
the fixed exchange rate with the 
dollar and putting the rupee on a 
“managed Feat” with a weighted 
average of the currencies of Pakis 
tan’s major trading artners. This 
resulted in effectively devaluing 
the Rupee against the dollar by 

37.9% between Jan. 1982 and 
May 1985. . As suggested in the 
foregoing analysis the imperative to 








devalue the exchange tate rises a 
the result of pressure on the 
balance of payment associated 


declining terms of trade. Thus m 
Pakistan, after am initial increase In 
foreign exchange earnings an 

strong balance of payments position 
between 1978 to 982, export car 
nings declined sharply by 7.3% in 
1983. The balance of payments 
continued to deteriorte in subse 


the most important factors in the 
deterioration the balance of 

yments and the resultant increa- 
se in the reliance on foreign loans 
was deterioration in Pakistan's 


rural goods. Thus terms of trade 
have been declining steadily from 
87.5 in 1978-79 to 60 m 1983-84 


We have argued in the foregoing 
analy sis that Pakistan has moved to 
wards the imple mentation ofe 


which it prescribes for 
ving countries, namely : import 
Liberalisation. withdrawal of sub 
sidies and exchange rate devalua- 
tion. The Sixth Five Year Plan has 
explicitly ado ted the framework 
of resource ocation in response 
th world market prices on 
the basis of pmvate profitability 
criteria ie. Agriculture as the spea- 
thead of growth of GNP and agric- 
yltural export as the major indtru- 
ment of — exchange earnings. 
In so far as is has occurred, the 
Sixth Five Year Plan represents @ 
marginalisation of planning in the 
rocess of economic growth. For 
the basic premise of economic pla- 
nning in an underdeveloped eco- 
nomy is that the present compafa- 
tive advantage imposes 4 structure 
of production a specialisation in 
raw  maceri production) that 
works against e long term 
interests of the economy and |the 
free market mechanism merely rein- 
forces the exisitng structure of pro- 
duction. Hence planning is thought 
to be necessary to ull the econo- 
= | out of the existing structure 
of production based on specialis- 
ation in agriculture towards one 
based on industrialisation. The logic 
of planning is that the existing set 
of world prices is not an 4 propria- 
te indicator for resource ocation. 
In so far as the Sixth Five Year 
Plah has explicitly adopted World 
Prices and Comparative advantage 
as the basis of resources allocation 
it consititutes an abandonment of 
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National Economic Planning in the 
strict sense of the term 
The aggregate growth rate of the 
economy since 1977 has been impr- 
essive (over 6 % pet annum) and the 
yernment has consistenuy measu- 
ved its performance in these terms. 
Yet when we go behind the veil of 
agate ete growth we discover an 
economic structure that is both 
fragile as well as inherently incap- 
able of providing the minimum, 
conditions of civilised existence to 
the majority of the people. 


THREE TENDENCIES 





The fragility of the economy is 
manifested in terms of three 
tendencies. 

3) Agricultural growth and the 
food supply situation is based not 
on an institutionalised process of 
technical change but on good 
harvests. Thus after seven good 
harvests when the govt, was aim. 
ing self sufficiency and even an 
export capacity in wheat, one bad 
harvest in 1983-84 threw 
‘agriculture into a crisis. From an 
average annual rowth rate of 
about 3.9 % during 1977-82, 
agriculture growth fell to 6.14% in 
1983-84 There was a short fall 
of about 1.5 million tonnes in 
wheat output, thereby obliging the 
cy pase w _- 
b). The foreign exchan earnin 
of the country we based not on . 
sustainable export of manufactured 
but om the uncertain remitt- 
ances from [’akistani workers in the 
Middle East and the equally uncer- 
tain prices of agricultural exports. 
Thus workers remittances which 
had been growing ra idly in the 
late 1970's. fell by % in 1983- 
4, . Asa result of reduction in 
the growth of export coring and 
an increase in import expenditures 
the country’s gold an foreign exch- 
ange reserves declined by 10.6 % 
during 1983-84.- 

The fragility of the country's 
economy can judged from the 
fact that in one year when a bad 
harvest and reduced remittances 
occurred simultaneously the econo- 
my nose dived: from a position 0 
boom into such a severe crisis that 
300 M dollars worth of State Bank 
reserves had to be liquidated. 


c) . The third tendency that mani- 
fests the fragility of the economy is 
the growing dependence on forei- 
gn ioans on the one hand and the 
gowns difficulty in paying back 
the loans on the other. The total 
jevel of annual loans has increased 





the 1950's to 1.6 billion dollars in 
the 1980's. Phe degree of 
dependence on foreign loans can 
be judged from the fact that about 





O% of gross domestic investment is 
se by foreign ‘cans. The 
owing inabilicy to return loans 
om our own earnings is indicated 


by the fact that in the year 1977, 


as much as 44% of gross disburse-_ 
ments were returned in the form | 


of debt servicing of old loans. By 
1983 this figure had increased to 
87%. The difficulty of paying 
back past loans has meant a 
dramatic increase in our debt bur- 
den from 3 billion dollars in 1971 
to over 13 billion dollars in 1984. 
What is even more alarming is that 
the conditions imposed by the loan 
iving agencies has become 
increasingly severe and all embra- 
cing. As indicated in the earlier 
sections the conditionality clauses 
on foreign loans in effect determine 
the structure and direction of Pakis- 
tan’s economy. World Bank/IMF 
determine our import policy, 
sectoral resource ocation and 
ever, influence the pricing of key 
goods and services—From the price 
of fertiliser , gas, electricity to the 
price af railway tickets and educa- 
tivn. Such an intimate control over 
zconomic policy seriously under- 
mines our national sovereignty. 


ECONOMIC PROSPERITY? 


The govt uses its a te 
growth performance to paint 0 tle. 


[14 May 86 pp 4-5] 


The achievement of an 
equitable growth process based 
on a self-reliant economy, if it 
is to be more than just empty 
rhetoric, requires a set 5 of 
hard policy choices: — 


1) LAND REFORM: If we are to 
come independent of aid and the 
associated conditionality clauses 
which undermine our national 
sovereignty, we must tap the 
considerable potential for domestic 
savings in the agriculture sector. 
- At the moment about 60% of 
rural income is concentrated in the 
hands of landowners with holdings 
above 150 acres. Just over 50% of 
this income is currently being 
wasted on luxury consumer 
durables. Underlying this unequal 
distribution of income is a highly 
unequal distribution of landowner- 
ship: Thus 30% of total farm area 
is owned by less than 0.5% of the 
landowners. | Preventing this 
colossal waste would require a land 
reform that re-distributes land- 
‘ownership to tenants. This in itself 
would increase rural savings because 
‘the 25 to 50 acre operator has a 


ture of economic prosperity. Yet 
when -ve examine the basis of this 
growth, a less healthy picture 
emerges. : 

FIRST: an examination of the 
sources of aggregate growth shows 
that the relative importance of 
the commodity producing sectors 
is declining while that of the 
services sector is increasing, 

Thus the share of the commo- 
dity producing sector in GDP dec- 
lined from 56% in 1979/80 ta 54% 
in 1984-85. On the other hand the 
share of the services sector in 
GDP increased from 44% over the 


same — 

SECOND: When we examine 
the basket of goods underlying agg- 
r¢gate economi growth, we find 
that both the level and range of 
consumption goods of the elite 
are rising rapidly while the 
continue to be deprived of basic 
necessities. According to conser- 
vative estimates mee | by the 
ILO at least 45 % of the population 
2 ee is unable to — 
2300 ories per person per day, 
which is the "ollie Giad c 
requirement for a healthy life. 5. 
62% of the population does not 
have piped drinking water; 84% 
of the population does not hav 
sewerage facilities, finally the 
housing conditions are so 
inadequate that 81% of the housing 
unit have on average 1.5 rooms 
inhabited by 7 persons. 


higher marginal savings rate than 
the 500 oe hatioeinne, Such a 
land reform would not only 
increase savings, but at the same 
time induce a more rapid agricul- 
tural growth. The reason is that 
the large — farmers are close 
to the ceiling on yields with 
available technologies. Further 
growth in agriculture would require 
raising yields of smaller farmers 
who are still far below their 
| potential. Granting ownership to 
‘tenants would create both the 
incesttive to raise yields, as well as 
‘pive them the economic power and 
nvestible capacity to do so. 


we ESTABLISHING A HEAVY 
USTRIAL BASI!: Self-reliance 
also means establishing a heavy 
industrial base through which we 
can produce our own machines and 


|develop our own technologies. It is 


only an indigenous machine 
producing capability which can 
enable the developmen: of labour 
intensive technologies which are 
vital for enhancing the employment 
generation capability of the 
economy. The development of a 
heavy industrial base would fulfill 
three strategic objectives: 
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While the majority of the 
population experiences economic 
deprivation, the nature of 
economic growth since 1977 has 
been such that it has involved rapid 
automation in industry and labour 
displacing mechanisation in agricul- 
ture. The resuit is that the employ- 
ment generation capability of the 
economy has been declining 
rapidly. The number of jobs gener- 
ated per unit of investment in 
industry has been declining at the 
rate of 11% per annum since 1977 


In case of agriculture there is a 
similar tendency of declining emp- 
lr-yment generation capability as 
labour displacing mechanisation 
proceeds fasttr vutput grow- 
th. My study on labour absorption 
in Agriculture shows that if 

esent policies continue, the 
abour absorptive capacity in agri- 
culture would decline by e9 
million households by the year 
2002. Under such conditions 
economic growth in Pakistan seems 
to be bringing affluence to the 
few at the expanse of proverty to 
the may (to be concluded). 





The writer is an eminent econo 
= and teaches at Punjab Univer. 
ty. 


a) A policy of building a heavy 

. jndustrial base for manufacture 
of machines would give the 
economy flexibility with respect 
to technology choice for 
finished goods. At the same 
time it would prevent the loss of 
our resources incurred ox the 
result of wor poe te md over- 

priced packaged technology 

b) The development of labour 
intensive industrial units which 
such a heavy industrial base 
would make possible, would 
increase the employment 


generation — of our 
economy. In doing 80, ee 
equity would also be achieved 
since income distribution 
between capital and labour 
would shift in favour of the 
latter. 

c) The development, of a machine 
noatieaive capability would 
be the basis of establishing a 
dynamic link between indege- 
nous science research and 
technical change. At the 
moment science research in 
Pakistan is divorced from 
domestic industry and is at best 








an outpost of the Western 
academic establishment. Indege- 
nous technical change is 
virtually non existent since 
technology is mostly imported. 
In order to translate the ideas of 
scientific research into new 
technologies the capacity for 
machine design and mans f&cture 
is necessary. Such an industrial 
base by creating a demand for 


Original research would on the 
one hand galvanise our scientific 
research institutions, and on the 
other hand create an indegenous 
basis for continuous technical 
change. Instead of suffering the 
indignity of looking abroad for 
improving technologies, we can 
then have the pride of unleash- 
ing the creative potential of our 
own citizens. 


The industrialisation —_ policy 
indicated above would require an 
enhanced role from the _ public 
sector, since many heavy industries 
such as steel, heavy chemicals, 
tran port, power plant manufac- 
ture, electronics would be beyond 
the organisational and financial 
ability of the private sector. The 

uestion that can then be asked is, 
oes the Public Sector has the 
competence and commitment to 
chart a new course in our industrial 
growth? The existing public sector 
organisations in many cases are 
corrupt, bureaucratic and lacking 
in dynamism and management skill. 
To sustain the indusvrialisation 
programme indicated above the 
public sector would have to be 
drastically reorganised accordin 
to the niost advanced techniques 0 
management, and staffed with 
workers who have a high degree of 
skill and who are charged with a 
sense of commitment to their task 
— they would lay the foundations 
of a new. Pakistan. If the public 
sector is tc deliver the goods, its 
personnel must see themselves as 
the ‘“‘rnissionaries of a new epoch” 
in Pakistan's history. Thus implicit 
in the industrialisation amme 
is; the transformation of culture in 
which a new, creative relationshi 
develops between the worker an 
his work. 

Finally such an industrialisation 


policy while it would bring growth 
with equity and self-reliance, would 
require in the first instance severely 
restricting the existing consumption 
of imported luxury goods. This of 
course would hit the big traders of 
Pakistan. Therein lies the hard 
choice; maintaining the interests of 
a trading elite, or the achievement 
of an equitable and self-reliant 
industrialisation process. 


CU ah pen gh OF INFRAS- 
UCTURE: The third element of 


self-reliance is the establishment of 
an infrastructure that produces ade 
quate electricity transport facilities 
technical know-how and Manage- 
ment Expertise. Currently we are 
essentially depleting the existing 
low level of infrastructure since 
new in itment in this sector is 
lower «aan its depreciation rate. 
Not only is a higher investment 
required but a set of cost effective 
and small gestation projects and 
need to be devised. Establishing 


a low cost infrastructure that 
brings quick benefits to the people 
rather than the elite, involves the 
following kinds of hard choices: 
Small dams rather than large dams, 
cheap public transport rather the 
luxury cars, simple low cost 
housing rather than luxury man- 
sions, nuclear power’ plants rather 
than huge shopping plazas. 

(4) HEALTH AND EDUCATION: 
Self-reliance means developing our 
human capital through radicall 

inproved education and healt 

facilities. An economy where the 
literacy rate is as low as 26% and 
where an increasing n''mber of 
people are suffering “from preven. 
table diseases cannot be self. 
reliant. A drastic expansion of 
coverage in school education and 
a radical improvement in the 
quality of higher education is 
necessary along witha major public 
health programme. ” 
(5) REGIONAL POLICY: Finally, 
self-reliance means involving all the 
regions of Pakistan into the growth 
process and equity also means a 
more balanced regional growth. The 
achievement of regionally equitable 
growth means changing the whole 
conception of planning: At the 
moment economic planning essen- 
tially involves allocating govt. 
resources amongst various “‘sectors”’ 
of the economy such as agriculture, 
industry, energy, irrigation etc. 
The current planning exercise 
basically involves achieving consis- 
tency between sectoral growth 
targets and external and intemal 
financial, resources. Space is assu- 
med out of the planning exercise 
except for sops like Special Deve- 
lopment Programmes, which consi 
der investment in backward areas 
as marginal to the overall plan. 
Regionally equitable development 
requires placing the regional dimen- 


sion into the heart of the planning 
exercise, Each investment package 
must be evaluated in terms of its 
impact on regional growth. 
Pakistan's experience has shown 
that the development of back- 
ward regions cannot be stimulated 
simply by giving tax incentives to 
entrepreneurs for investment in 
backward areas. The attractiveness 
of infrastructure and markets in the 
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devtloped regions far outweight 
the attractiveness of tax incentives 
for the entrepreneur. In rare cases 
where the entrepreneur does invest 
in the area designated “backward”, 
(e.g. Hub Chowki) he indulges in 
“border hopping” i.e. He locates 
the unit just across the border 
between the developed and back- 
ward region. The industrial unit 
draws its inputs and sells its ouput 
in the developed region, and there- 
fore generates secondary multiplier 
effects in the developed rather than 
the backward region. If investment 
is to go deep into the backward 


regions to generate self-sustained 

owth, the development of 
infrastructvre in these regions is 
essential, The question then arises, 
where in the vast ‘‘backward” 
region to set up the infrastructure 
and how haa | A Regional Plann- 
ing Exercise would involve mapping 
the economic and social infrastruc. 
ture, eographic location of 
rh I size and sources of raw 
materials. On the basis of such a 
“map”, potential growth NODES 
could be specified in the backward 
region. These would be locations 
which on the basis of some existin 
infrastructure, closeness to a fool 
market, or raw material deposit, 
qualify for supplementary infras 
tructural investment by the govt. 
These nodes could be so specified 
that as growth begins to occur, 
they begin to inter-act in terms 
of Py oon or factor markets, 
thereby generating — self-sustained 
growth diffusion in the backward 
regions. 

A strategy of regionally equit- 
able growth would — essentially 
involve shifting our planning exer. 
cise perspective from a sectoral 
to a spatial one. 

In this essay I have attempted 
to argue: 

_ First that the economic strategy 
implicit in the loan conditionality 
of World Bank/IMF is essentially 
a prescription to specialise in 
agriculture and jettison the indus 
trialisation objective. By proposing 
that we allocate our resources 
according to World Market prices 
these institutions are in effect 
asking us to abandon National 
Economic Planning in the strict 
sense of the term. Second, I have 
tried to show that the economic 
structure which has emerged under 
the auspices of the “Structural 
Adjustment Programme’ is both 
fragile as well as inequitable. 
Finally I indicated very briefly 
the broad outline of an alter. 


native development strategy that 
would link together the objectives 
of self-reliance, growth and equity: 

1, Land Reform by giving 
ownership _— to smaller tenants, 
would provide small farmers with 
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both the incentive and the econo- 
mic powes to raise yields. As 
income of the small farms increases 
a re-distribution of income would 
occur simultaneously with growth 
of total agricultural output. At the 
same time the shift of income away 
from the biggest landowners who 
engage in ostentatious consump- 
tion would raise savings and invest- 
ment in agriculture. 
2. An_ industrialisation _pro- 
amme that establishes a heavy 
ustrial base would enable the 
development of indigenous labour 
intensive technologies in the con- 
sumer goods sector. Such a policy 
would increase the employment 
generation capability of the econo- 
my. As more a get employed 
pe unit of capital, income distri- 
ution would shift in favour of 
labour while at the same time 
accelerating growth, through a 
reduced capital/output ratio. 
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3. Third the development of 

low cost infrastructure, health and 
education apart from improving 
access of citizens over basic servi- 
ces, would also improve the quality 
of human capital, so essential for 
an industrialisation programme. 
’ 4, Finally a transformation of 
the concept of planning from a 
Sectoral to a Regional one would 
enable the ach':vement of regiona- 
lly equitable growth. 

e alternative development 
strategy in linking growth, equity 
and self-reliance would create the 
basis of national independence and 
social justice. But if it is to work 
there must at the same time occur 
a transformation of hearts and 
minds: A new relationship between 
the individual and his work and a 
new relationship between the ind} 
vidual and community is essential. 
The process of reconstituting the 
economy would bé an integral part 
of the process of humanising and 
liberating our society.—(Concluded) 
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SBPF LEADER HINTS AT BROAD-BASED ALLIANCE 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 11 May 86 p 8 





Text} PESHAWAR, May 10: Mumtaz any type of confrontation since our 
Ali Bhutto, Convener. Sind prampemne weg 4 1. different 
and likewise was the goal’, 
Baluch Pakhtoon Front has Replying to a question whether 
hinted at furtheri clase coop- his Front would take part in likely 
eration of his Front which wih. elections, - y: : had 
ese are he . 
could, ata later stage, lead toa tal Assembly giving equal repre- 
broad-based alliance with the ' sentation to + bree four pony oe 
; ; ; ; i . taz Bhutto said we are 
- —_— — the ccqnaletionth stage for the time 
° . nd hence ‘there was no 
He said it was high time to bring pore, of entering into an alliance 
‘closer the parties with a common with any party but we would certai- 
ogramme instead of framing a nly extend our whole-hearted co- 
fefesse party or alliance, operation to the nationalist parties 
Informally taliting to newsmen who stand for more autonomy for 
at Bilour House last night, where he the smaller provinces. 
was guest of honour at a dinner, Replyingto another question, 
also attended by Khan Abdul Wali Mumtaz Bhutto told a questioner 
Khan, leader of NDP, Mumtaz that Abdul Hafiz Pirzada, Secretary 
Bhutto who has grown a beard late. General of the Front may return 
ly, said he —. en home next month, 
negotiations with the leaders o 
nationalist parties during his MEETS WALI: Later Mr. 
current tour of the NWFP. He said Mumtaz Bhutto met the President 
it was a very pleasant experience to of NDP, Khan Abdul tes khan. 
come tace Xo tace with the people According to reliable sources, 
of this resion who torm a part of the two leaders exchanged views on 
our Front. \ different issues, including the curr- 
Mumtaz Bhutto, commenting ent political situation in the count- 
on Benazir’s statement in which ry, and explained their points of 
she had termed the S. B, P, Front view to each other. It is expected 
an anti-PPP front, said if advocat- that the Front will soon merge into 
ing the rights of smaller provinces the Awami National Party which 
meant opposing any party, we are has recently been created. After 
ready to accept this allegation. this Mumtaz Bhutto who was taken 
When asked as to what would to “‘Kisan House”, in north Hasht- 
be the impact of Ghulam Mustafa nagar, where he addressed a large 
Jatoi’s ouster from the PPP's public gathering. Explaming the 
Sind presidentship, he said it would objectives of the Front Mr. Bhutto 
make absolutely no difference. He said, the Sindhi, Baluchi association 
said he was a mere paper lion, pain. already exists but it was renamed as 
ted as such even by the newspapers “Pukhtoon Sindhi Baluchi Front, 
and those who were resigning from He said the demand of ‘‘confederat- 
party ‘offices in his favour were ion’’ should be accepted, and that 
mostly his paid servants. As far as if in future, another martial law was 
the fear of any clash of his Front imposed, the provinces should have 
with the PPP was concerned, he the right to declare independence. 
said “I do’not see any reason’ for _ PPI 
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POLITICAL PRISONERS REPORTEDLY NUMBER 200 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 12 May 86 p 8 


[Text] 
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LAHORE, May 11: “The 
Pakistan Government asserts that 
only a handful of = prisoners 
are now detained and that new 
detentions have been scarce since 
January. We estimate, however, 
that over 200 political prisoners 
remain in detention in all four 
provinces. These include 12 of an 
original 100 students arrested 
in Sind in 1984 after the military 
opened fire on busloads of students, 
. . « some long-standing prisoners, 
including political leaders Rasul 
Bakhsh Palejo and Fazil Rahu, have 
remained in prison without trial 
for several years even though Mr 
Palejo, whose detention was 
recently renewed for another three 
months, has suffered from pro- 
longed and serious illness. 

his was said by an American 
lawyer representing the New York 
based Lawyers Committee for 
Human Rights while testifying 
before the Sub-committee on 
Foreign Operations of the Cong- 
ressional Committee on Appro- 
priations. 

A copy of the testimony given 
before the Sub-committee 
received here Sunday also highlights 
the efforts made to dispose of a 
large number of cascs before 
military courts immediately prior 
to the lifting of martial law in 
November and December 1985. 
It alleges that 26 people were 
sentenced to death in political 
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cases held before special military 
courts in December. 

The document further points 
out that no attempt was made by 
the Government to reinstate the 
oe ge Court and High Court 
judges dismissed after General Zia 


replaced the Constitution with 
the Provisional Constitutional — 
Order in 1981. 


As for censorship the testimony 
gave the example of the news. 
paper ‘Amn’ wherein the 
government had demanded that the 
newspaper retract its criticism of 
torture in the Sind town of Sukkur 
and threatened to stop its publi- 


-cation for three months. 


Advising the U.S. Congress to 
encourage “democratisation 
and future stability” in Pakistan by 
tying its aid package to the country 
-tO progress on these fronts and 
committing funds for one year only 
at one time, the human rights 
lawyer warned that “many Pakis- 
tanis believe that huge U.S. 
military assistance packages have 
helped General Zia remain in power 
and that the United States has 

ursued policies which follow the 
seneral's blueprints. Public 
statements by the U.S. Ambassador 
in Islamabad critical of the 
moderate democratic opposition, 
particularly during the period 
surrounding the 1985 elections 
have further fuelled anti-American 
sentiment. 
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POLITICAL PARTIES PLEDGE SUPPORT TO STRIKING WORKERS 


[slamabad THE MUSLIM in English 14 May 86 pp 6,8 


[Article by Badarul Islam Butt] 


[Text ] 


LAHORE, May 13: The pen-down 
strike of the clerks in Government 
departments has spread to the 
whole of Punjab, and work in 


all Government as well as semi-: 


Government organisations has slow- 
ed down, Meanwhile, thousands of 
clerks, on Tuesday again staged a 
protest rally a emonstrated 
on the city roads on the third 
consecutive day. Bias oi 
Thousands of clerks, from 
various Government and autono- 
mous bodies, assembled in front of 
the Punjab Civil Secretariat. They 
were wearing black arm-bands, 
carrying placards and banners in- 
scribed with their demands for 
higher scales and other facilities. 
They staged a demonstration out- 
side the Civil Secretariat, raisin 
slogans against the Provincia 
Government, and in favour of 
their demands. a 
The demonstrators later 


marched towards the Governor’s: 
House and dispersed after staging ' 


a peaceful demonstration. _ 

Meanwhile, political leaders 
from different parties have suppor‘ 
ted the struggle of the clerks 
community for a fair deal and 
have urged the Government to 
introduce radical changes in the 
age-old institution of clerkdom 
established by the British rulers to 


serve their colonial interests. 

Shaikh Rafiq Ahmad, Central: 
Information Secretary of the Pakis-. 
tan People’s Party expressed 
complete solidarity with the  cler- 
ical workers on behalf of his Party. 
In a statement he said that the PPP 
stood for the cause of all low-paid 
categories of rofessionals, 
including clerks, teachers, nurses, 
doctors, junior engineers and 
officers in different Govern- 
ment departments. It was an 
established fact, he said, that the. 


prices of consumer goods nave re- 
corded a rise upto 300 per cent 
since 1977 but the salaries of the 
said categories were lagging far 
behind. 

According'to Shaikh Rafiq, the 
problem of ameliorating the con- 
ditions of low-paid employees 
could not be solved only by ad- 
ministrative measures but réquired 
thorough and far-reaching cianges 
in the present adminisirative 
structure evolved by the British 
rulers by introducing radical socio- 
economic policies. The PPP, he 
said, if came into power would 
brin — in the distressing 
conditions of the poor masses as 
envisaged in its programme. 

Pervaiz Saleh, Senior Vice 
Chairman, Qaumi Mahaz-e-Azvadi 
has supported the demands o 


clerks and urged the Government 


to accept their genuine demands. 


In a statement he said the unrest 
among the clerical staff and other 
‘low-paid employees was the 
outcome of the policies of the 
present Government which, he alle- 
ed, has failed to solve the prob- 
Sans of the people. Riaz Lone, 
Senior, Vice President QMA, 
Punjab, has also supported the 
demands of clerks. 

Ehsan Wyne, President Na- 
tional Democratic Party, Punjab, 
also §= attributed =o tthe ~—s unrest 
among the clerks’ community to 


the administrative and economic | 


policies of the Government. 

In a statement he said the in- 
stitution of clerkdom established 
by the British imperialists had been 
kept intact in Pakistan which 
created a class of ‘Baboos” under 
the hegemony of big bureaucrats, 
These “Baboos”, Ke said, were in 
fact pen-workers who: run the 
entire 
in conditions of utter deprivation. 
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The NDP leader said his party 
stood for a complete change 
in the age-old administrative system 
and called upon the Government to 
accept the genuine demands of 
the clerks community. 

Ch, Bashit Ahmad, Secretar 

General Pakistan Trade Union Fed- 
eration, expressed complete solidar- 
ity with the clerks in their struggle 
tor higher pay scales and other 
facilities. 
- Main Khalid Rashid, member, 
National Working Committee, Teh- 
rik-e-Istiqlal, has endorsed 
the demands of All Pakistan Cleri- 
cal Staff Association. In a Press 
conference he said that the clerical 
staff was in fact the real strength 
of the governmental machinery 
in a country and their welfare 
was the concetn of every indi- 
vidual, 

' Mian Khalid Rashid said that 
the Tehrik fully upholds the deman- 
ds of All Pakistan Clerical Staff 
Agsociation and urged their 
immediate acceptance. 

Bashir Ahmad Bakhtiar, 
President All Pakistan Federation 
of Trade Unions has also supported 
the clerks’ demands for a raise in 
salaries. In a statement. He said the 
prices in Pakistan had recorded 
60-fold increase since independ. 
ence while the salarics had not 
been raised in that proportion. He 
urged the Government to acce 


the demands of the clerks 
community. 
OUR ISLAMABAD STAFFER 


ADDS: On the fourth day of their 
pendiown protest, the clerks in 
all the four districts of Rawal- 
indi Division observed complete 
cosestt of their offices. Similar 
reports have been received from 
Attock, Jhelum and  Chakwal, 
where provincial as well as 
federal clerical staff observed the 


protest. 














/12379 
CSO: 


Mr. Muhammad Aslam Butt, 
the president and other Rawalpindi 
Division leaders of the clerks 
Association, including Mr. 
Fazlur Rehman, Mr. Aijdz Bhatti 
and Raja Abdul Khaliq in a joint 
statement have expressed their 
complete satisfaction over the 
qoeeees of the protest on the fourth 
ay. 


A team. of the Association 
leaders headed by the divisional 
president, Mr. Aslam Butt, visited 
various offices of administrative, 
educational, health and con- 
struction departments and addres- 
sed their clerical staff. They expres- 
sed the full determination to 
carry on the struggle until the 
acceptance of their demands. 

Meanwhile, Qazi Zafarul Haq 
Zafar, president, and Arif Keyani, 
vice president, of the Education 
Department branch of the All 
Pakistan Clerk Association have 
in a joint statement urged their 
community to remain peaceful 
thanked various clerk organisations 
and other forums for extending 
support to them. 

ja Muhammad  Basharat, 
Chairman, District Council, Rawal- 
pindi, has announced full support 
to the clerks community. In a 
statement issued here today he 
urged the President and Prime 
Minister Junejo to accept the 
clerks"demands and do justice to 
this “oppressed section of the 
society’. He said the clerks were 
suffering from economic hard- 
ships for a long time and their meag- 
resalaries could hardly help them 
cope increasing dearness. Raja 
Basharat stated that restlessness 
among small employees had to be 
removed if an efficient workinge 
of vernment institutions was 
required at all. 
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At Islamabad the T&T clerical 
staff also observed complete pen. 
down protest. However, in the 
Federal Secretariat a negligible 
number of clerks responded to the 
protest call. Federal clerks, receiv- 


ing better salariesand other fringe 
benefits, proved to be the weakest 
link in the nation-wide protest. 


MULTAN: In Multan the pen down 
strike of ministerial staff of WAPDA 
Forest, Education, Excise and 
Taxation and District Council 
entered the fourth day of their pro- 
test to press the authorities for 
acceptance of their demands. More 
than 62,000 clerks of various 
Public departments and autono- 
mous bodies today installed their 
camp in district courts and wore 
black armbands. 

Railways Workers Union Punjab 
Teachers Union, Municipal Corpo- 
ration Employees Union, Oriental 
Teachers ganisation, Secondar 
Board Employees Union and Ait 
Pakistan Fourth Class Employees 
Union have assured them their full 
support and cooperation. 


QUETTA: In accordance 
with the decision of the All 
Pakistan Clerks Association, the 
Baluchistan clerks have also joined 
the countrywide protest to press 
the government to provide better 
facilities to the clerical staff all over 
the country. 

A spokesman of Baluchistan 
Clerks Association told ‘'The 
Muslim’’, that the clerks would 
wear black arm bands till May 13 
and afterwards would go on pen- 
down token strike from May 14. 
Complete strike would start from 
May 16 which would continue till 
the acceptance of the demands, he 
said. 














WOMEN'S ORGANIZATIONS PROTEST STONING SENTENCE OF WOMAN 





Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 14 May 86 p 8 


[Text] 
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LAHORE, May 13: Three women’s 
organisations have ex d their 
great concern over the reported 
sentence of death by stoning 
awarded to a woman in Attock. 
They reiterated their condemna- 
tion of the law which allowed such 
inhuman mode of punishment, and 
described it as barbaric, and a 
crime against humanity. 

In a , Press conference, 
they said that to justify this 
barbarism in the 
Islam was nothing more than 
disloyalty and disrespect to the 
religion. They said that their views 
were supported by the Federal 
Shariat Court when it held that the 
punishment of ‘rajam’ was not 
Islamic, but a part of the pre- 
Islamic tribal law. This judgement 
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name of 


. incidently was reversed by the 


Supreme Court when the Govern- 
ment went into appeal against the 
judgement of the Shariat Court. 
These women’s or tions 
also strongly criticised the passage 


of the Muslim Women (Protection 


of Rights of Divorce) Bill 1986, 


by the Indian Lok Sabha, in 
which Muslim women had been 
deprived of the right to mainte- 
vl beyond the period of 


All the three women’s organisa- 
tions, the ‘4 Women Lawyers’ 
Association, the Women’s Action 
Forum and the Anjuman Bahbood- 
e-Khawateen, ledged their 
solidarity with af the suppressed 
women of the world and in parti- 
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cular with their Muslim sisters in 
India. 

Meanwhile Aitzaz Ahsan, a 
spokesman of the Malik Ghulam 
Jilani Foundation, has expressed 
grave concern over the inhuman 
punishment of stoning to death 
awarded to a woman, by a court 
in Attock. In a Press statement, 
the Foundation official condemned 
such a cruel and inhuman mode of 
punishment and said that it would 
activate all international human 
rights organisations on this issue. 


He said that the Foundation haa 
assigned prominent lawyers and 
human rights activists to locate 
the prisoner and také up this 
case. The Foundation had also 
decided to invite an international 
jurist as an observer to the appeal, 
when it would comeup for hearing 
before the Shariat Court. 
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BRIEFS 


SBPF-ANP MERGER DENIED--PESHAWAR, May 11: Mumtaz Ali Bhutto has contradicted a 
news item which said that the Sindhi, Baluch, Pashtun front would merge in the 
Awami National Party. Talking to delegations of political workers and students 
at his hotel prior to his departure for Karachi after a one-week visit to NWFP, 
he stressed there was absolutely no truth in the new Leftist Party being 
launched by merging four progressive parties. However, he said, that the two 
could cooperate if the ANP agreed with the one-point confederation programme of 
the SBPF. Mumtaz Bhutto claimed the enthusiasm generated by the SBPF's 
confederation idea during its first three months of existence was much more 
than the response received by the late Zulfikar Ali Bhutto's socialism slogan 
in its early phase. The SBPF Convener said he was returning fully satisfied 
from NWFP where there was a lot of appreciation for the confederation 
programme. He told questioners that the National Democratic Party sympathised 
with the Front's programme while the Pakistan National Party outrightly 
disagreed. He also clarified that no Convener of SBPF had been appointed thus 
far. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 12 May 86 p 8] /12379 
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TERRORISM IN COLOMBO DISCUSSED 


Terrorist Out To ‘Destroy Democracy' 


Colombo THE ISLAND in English 21 May 86 p 2 


[Article by Suresh Mohamed and Hana Ibrahim] 


[Text ] 


Prime Minister R. 
Premadasa winding up 
the debate on the exten- 
sion of the emergency 
said that it was now 
very clear that the in- 
tention of the terrorists 
was to destroy demo- 
cracy. 

The only person who 
claims that she can 
solve the present prob- 
lem in twenty-four 
hours is Mrs. Bandar- 
anaike. We must cer- 
tainly look into this. 
She wants a General 
Election to be held. 
When asked why a 
General Election is 
necessary to solve the 
problem, her reply is 
that it will enable the 
Tamils to elect their 
representatives. She 
claims that when India 
is told that a General 
Election will be held the 
terrorists will be asked 
to lay down arms. 

Nowhere have the 
terrorists said they are 
fighting for a General 
Election in Sri Lanka. 
Mrs. Bandaranaike 
wants the Sixth Amend- 
ment, which she calls an 
obstacle, removed. The 
removal, she claims will 
result in the terrorists 


agreeing for a general 
election which would 
enable the Tamils to 
elect their own repre- 
sentatives. 

When -the sixth 
Amendment was intro- 
duced the SLFP said 
that the amendment 
was something long 
overdue. Now Mrs. 
Bandaranaike wants it 
removed. Are the ter- 
rorists fighting for the 
removal of the Sixth 
Amendment. The SLFP 
leader has told Sri 
Lankans in Australia 
that the Sixth Amend- 
ment should be re- 
moved. They have sent 
me the tape containing 
this the Prime Minister 
. Said. a ' 
,». When Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi was Prime 
Minister of India, I cal- 
led upon India to in- 
vade us if she had any 
grouse against us. I said 
that we should not be 
pinched here and there. 
I was scolded by all for 
making that statement. 
We have found out 
where the terrorist 
camps in South India 
are located and how 
they receive various in- 
centives. Trained offic- 
ers of the Central Gov- 
ernment are working in 
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those camps. We have 
got a comprehensive re- 
port on that. I read the 
report throughly before 
I made that statement. 
Some in the SLFP and 
outside called me a 


boaster. Had we united 
at that time and 
appealed to Mrs. Gan- 
dhi, the situation would 
have definitely 
changed. Now the 
Opposition leader ts cri- 
ticising India. 

The former Indian 
High Commissioner to 
Sri Lanka had once de- 
clared that it was possi- 
ble for India to invade 
Sri Lanka before a 
cigarette burns out. 

A British journalist, 


_Mrs. Willis who was 


held captive by terror- 
ists for a month had in 
an article in her native 
Cornwell newspaper 
said that it was apparent 
that the majority of the 


‘Tamil people do not 


want the terrorists. 
When Mrs. Gandhi de- 
nied the existence of 
terrorist camps on Indt- 
an soil, the Sri Lankan 
leader of the Opposi- 
tion asked why Sri 
Lanka was not believing 
her. the Opposition 
leader said at one time 














that Mrs. Gandhi de- 
spite all pressure from 
Tamil Nadu would not 
interfere with Sri 
Lanka. Now the 
Opposition leader is cri- 
ticising India. On May 


8, he slated India for. 


continuing to stubborn- 
ly turn a blind eye to the 


existence of terrorist | 


camps in Tamil Nadu. 
Hlow many years did it 
take for ae Opposition 
leader to realise what I 
said. What is the realis- 
tic situation today? 
The Prime Minister 
charged that the SLFP 
was playing with human 
lives. “When the Kanta- 
lai tank bund breached 


I did everything 
possible to ensure that 
the victims got immedi- 
ate assistance. Hlowev- 
er, the Opposition lead- 
er said that it was wrong 
of me to have gone 
abroad. I don’t care to 
which country the 
Opposition leader goes 
— be it London or Ger- 
many. 

In one way it is 
good when he is away 
so that Lakhsman 
Jayakody can act as 
Opposition leader. Mr. 


Jayakody is a clever cri- | 


tic and values good 
music. There is a nice 
song titled ‘Winny win- 
ny pooh’ which I am 
sure he would like. I 
heard it in London. I 
will send it to him no 
sooner I get it. 


The Prime Minister 
further said that a Pres- 
idential Commission 
has been appointed to 
probe the Kantalai 
breach. The Commis- 
sion is to be headed by a 
Supreme Court judge. 


The official announce- . 


ment would be made 
shortly. 

The British team of 
experts have also sub- 
mitted their report. 

Mr. Anil Moonasing- 
he: Parts of the report 
appeared in the news- 
papers. 

Prime Minister: Yes, 
that is right. 

Continuing Mr. Pre- 
madasa said that the 
Government criticised 
Mrs. Bandaranaike, 
only because she is a 
politician. 

Referring to how Mr. 
Anura Bandaranaike 
had reacted to Mrs. 
Bandaranaike being 
called an ‘Ammandee’ 
he read an extract from 
an affidavit where 
Anura had called her a 
‘dictator’, and ques- 
tioned what was wrong 
with the word ‘Amman- 
dee , 

Referring to how Mr. 
Anura Bandaranaike 
had been appointed 
leader of the Opposi- 
tion, he said that it was 
the duty of th. Speaker 
to appoint an Opposi- 
tion leader. 

He said that the MP 
for Kalawana would 
have been the best 
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Leader of the Opposi 
tion, but claimed that 
Anura Bardaranaike 
was the best Leader of 
the Opposition for th 
United National Party 

He said he was a per- 
son who had helped 
even his enemies and 
added that he had not 
achieved his political 
stature by harming 
others. 

He said he had come 
to this position through 
sheer dedication and 
not by having a mother, 
father or uncle in poli- 
tics. 

Referring allegations 
made by Anura Ban- 
daranatke that the 
Prime Minister was 
against the President 
pardoning Mrs. Ban- 
daranaike, he said that 
he had appealed for the 
restoration of Mrs 
Bandaranaike’s civic 
rights even in Parlia- 
ment. 

The decision to res 
tore her civic rights the 
Prime Minister said was 
ihe presogaiive of the 
President. 

He asked whether he 
would lose anything if 
her civic rights were res 
tored, and asked who 
would lose his position 
if she came back to Par 
liament. 

Mr. Premadasa 
charged that Mr. Upali 
Wijewardene started 
the ‘Divaina’ and ‘Is 
land’ newspapers to 
destroy Premadasa 

He further said that 
loans obtained by Mr: 
Wijewardene to Start 
commercial concerns 
have still not been re- 
paid. 

For the ‘Island’ and 
the ‘Divaina’ whatever 
we do is wrong. “They 
attack us’, the Prime 
Minister said 


Terrorists Resist Troop Movement 


Colombo SUN in English 20 May 86 pp 1-2 


[Text ] 


Government troops now 
on the fourth day of their 
offensive in the Jaffna 
peninsula encountered 
stiff resistance from ter- 
rorists as they continued 
their dual purpose opera- 
tion to facilitate a troop 
turn around and secure 
freedom _ off movement 
around camps in the hbat- 
tle areas. 

One of the soldiers injured 
in the incidents died yester- 
day brineine the death toll in 
this operation so far to two. 
‘Seven others who sustained 
injuries were flown’to Col. 
omho yesterday. Six of them 
were hit outside the Fort 
when the soldiers were clear- 
ing a route to police head- 
quarters in Jaffna, while the 
seventh was tniured in an en- 
counter at Vasavilan. 

Terrorists attacked the Vasa- 
vilan school near’ the Palaly 
Northern Command head- 
quarters where troops had 


taken temporary shelter, infil- . 


trated the airfleld to attack 
installations on the ground, 
fired at a helicopter at Velvet- 
titural Camp and _ pounded 


Jaffna, Thondamannar = and 
Point Pedro Camps’ with. 
mortar sells. 

The Jont Operations Com- . 


mand 
attacks were repulsed and the 
troops have _ inflicted heavy 
casualties. 

Terrorists attacked the sect 
rity forces camp at the Jaffna 
Fort yesterday forcing the 
security forces to resort to 
aerial attacks to rePulse them. 


in Colombo said the. 


! 
| 
' 


Helicopters and -fixed wing 
aircraft bombed certain ‘terro. 
rist positions in a bid to drive 
them away. ; 

The security forces were 
moving in a pincer movement 
to thelr destpnated targets. 
Ome Jaree column backed by 
troop carriers set out for 


Jaffna from the Elephant Pass , 
base. They were reported to be | 
engaged in a pitched gun battle 
with terrorists at Palali 
pootereey. The terrorists had 
dug in bunkers and lald land- 
mines along the road to pre- 
ong the troops from advamc- 


QZ. 

Before this column reached 
Pallai, they had to fight their 
way through gimilar. obstruc- 
tions at lIyyakatchch! and at 
Soranpattu§ where they spent 
Sunday night. es 

Another column which left 
the Northern Command head- 
quarters on Sunday moved 
into the Vasavilan Central 
College — an observation point 


—_——~ 


—— 


from which terrorists had 
monitored acttvities at the 
Palaly . afrport and the 


surrounding base. Troops spent 
the night there ‘and came ‘ 
under heavy fire from the | 
terrorists A hee 
++ Yesterday, they spread out 
to the nelczhbourine areas and. 


were; encdintering terre 
tist ; resistance, There were 
unconfirmed reports that, | 


the terrorists had fired anti- 
tank shells but a JOC official . 
said there was no confirmation. 

Resides the Vasavilan Cen- 
tral College troops also moved 
into two leading schools in 
Kayts and Myliddy yesterday. 
They will temporarily operate 
from these roints. 
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_ rorist transmissions 


‘public tras 


‘jn the offensive 


_Fort.. 


The JOC statement said ter- 
rorists have so far blown up 
one important causeway at 
Thaliadv. a bridge at Pallai 
on the Jeffna Kandy Road and 


‘caused eytensive damarce_ to. 


two roads. The JOC also said 
captured terrorists and ter: | 
had re- | 
vealed that the LIVE was’ 
havine a spate of resienations 
and desertiors from its ranks. 
and was trvyine hard to keep 
the croun together. The Jaffna 
dissitisfied with 
the LTTE over its clashes 
with other groups, the state 


* ment added. 


At least 15 terrorists are 
reporied to have been killed 
yesterday 
bringing the death toll so far 
to 50. e number arrested {is 
said to be around 150. They 
are expected to be moved to 
a camp shortly, 

The gtationine of a fleet of 
armoured tronp carriers on 
the Pannaj causeway led to 
speculation yesterday that 
terrorists had pinned them 
down. To the contrary, the: 
convoy had been positioned 
facing the Mandativu end to 
prevent terrorists from fleeing 
to the Jaffna side. At Manda- 
tivu and  nefghbouring areas, 
troops had already bren 
moving towards the Jaffna 
The parked fleet had 
given the impression to on-: 
lookers that it had been cut 
off bv terrorists. 

Since the Iimited offensive 
was launched by the security 
forces -on May 16, civilian 
movements to Jaffna had been 
severely curtailed. All tvs 
services came to a 8&tandstill. 
Nearly 1,400 people who were 
travellinc from ‘Jaffna and 





other areas towards Colombo 
have been stranded in a schcol 
at Kilinochchi 

The Jaffna Government 
Agent M. Panchalingam, said 
yesterday that he was making 
arrangements to move them 
out of the peninsula 

The town of Jaffna re 
sembled a ghost city yester- 
day. All private and public 
transport came to a standstill. 
Schools and government de- 
Partments remained closed and 
the streets were completely 
deserted. 

In marked contrast piles of 
sand bags lay at various inter- 
sections of the town. Armed 
terrorists had faken up position 
in large numbers according to 
eye witness accounts from 
Jaffna, One resident told SUN 
On the telephone that the 
terrorists were asking the 
people to remain indoors and 
not to venture out. 

Reconnaisance' aircraft and 
helicopters were flying. over 
the town in a bid to spot 
points at which the terrorists 
were having thelr bulld ups. 
Some helicopters also dropped 
Tamil leaflets explaining ta 
Jaffna residents that the secu- 
rity forces were not launching 
an offensive against them but 
against the terrorists who 
were Setting up obstructions. 
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Citizens Asked To Help 


Colombo DAILY NEWS in English 26 May 86 pp 1, 12 


[Article by Norton Weerasinghe] 


[Text ] 


President J. R. Jayewardene said yesterday that 
only the Government could wipe out terrorism 
from this country and urged the Opposition and all 
citizens to extend their fullest support to the gov- 
ernment to achieve this end. 


Addressing a massive gathering at Attanagalla 


where he opened the Ranpokunugama housing 
complex the President referred to the midnight 
massacre of 20 villagers at Mahadiulwewa by ter- 
rorists and said that although one could be happy 
about the government’s development efforts, he 
grieved at the destruction by terrorists of innocent 
lives. ! 


Those innocent victims are our brothers and 


sisters. We are trying our best to stop this 
bloodshed. We ‘are training the army, providing 
arms. but it is difficult to stop it. We request the 


Opposition and everyone to support the government. 


to do so, he said. 

“As long as there is a President and Cabinet 
clected by the people. it is the duty of ail to support 
it to eradicate this epidemic. It is only the gov- 
ernment which can solve this problem either by 
negotiations, arms or non-violence”, the President 
said. 

Referring to housing he said the housing project 
of the Prime Minister was only one aspect of the 
government's development efforts. 

Another was the accelerated .Mahaweli project 
which was geared not only to store water for cul- 
tivation and settle people but also to provide the 
country's clectricity needs. 

When the UNP assumed office in 1977, repre- 
sentatives of the World Bank, International Mone- 
tary Fund and Asian Development Bank called on 
him and discussed the country’s future economic 
and financial policies. They were in complete 
agreement with him on the introduction of the 
policies this government initiated and have followed 
since, he said. 
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It was not a question of one group following the 
other but a consensus reached by realising what had 


_ happened to the country by the policies of the 


previous government. 

The SLFP had said that if it came to power it 
would end queues. The question was to find out the 
reason for queues which were found in plenty 
during their regime. Shortages and rationing were 
the main cause. | 

The UNP has succeeded in eliminating these 
shortages and queues. Its economic policies had 
created a revolution. 

These policies have been accepted by the majority 
in the country and by the major Opposition party, 


‘the SLFP. which governed for seven years. The 


beneficial results of the UNP’s policies could be 
seen in goods, shops and buildings throughout the 
land. 

There may be shortcomings in these policies. It 
was the duty of the Opposition through Parliament 
and other democratic methods like publications, 
point out these shortcomings and the government 
would take steps to rectify them, he said. 

He went on to say that the biggest problem facing 


the coun. y today was terrorism in the North and 


East. The Government was making all efforts to 
eliminate the menace. It was useless blaming cach 
other when the main task was to eliminate terrorism 
and terrorists. “If we succeed it would mean the 
re-establishment of democracy in the North and 
East and the future well being of the people living 
in those areas. now being murdered and oppressed 
by gangsters and criminals,” he said. 

The President also recalled his visits to Attana- 
galle on previous occasions and said when he came 
there when Mrs. Bandaranaike was Prime Minister, 
he and his party men were greeted with stones 
during the Attanagalle satyakriya. 





He recalled how trees were felled across the road, 
and cars of certain UNPers damaged. Some of 
them went back to Colombo with injuries. 


When he was walking up to the Rajamaha 
Viharaya to offer flowers. the President said. some 
persons accosted him with clubs. One of them 
asked him, ‘why are you doing this, very soon you 
will become Prime Minister.” 


He said he explained to them that they were on a 
non-violent mission and asked them to join him. 
Their clubs fell from their hands and they joined 
him to go to the temple, he said. 


The President said that when he raised this 
matter in Parliament. Mrs. Bandaranaike said ‘that 
is the Attanagalla doctrine. No outsiders should 
come to Attanagalla without the permission of the 
voters of Attanagalla’. He said he told her that that 
was a wonderful doctrine, not known anywhere else 
in the world. 
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He said he would never allow an Opposition 
Leader or member to be treated in that manner 
Any citizen in this counti, should be free to 
any part of the country ifortunately one co 
not go to the North anc t but the g nm 
was taking steps to wipe oul terrorism im 
these areas safe once again, he said. 


He paid a tribute to Mr. Lakshman Jayakody 
and wished him many years as a MP under a de- 
mocratic set up. “ He is a good friend of mine. His 
father supported me when I first contested Kelaniya 
in 1943,” the President said 


Prime Minister R. Premadasa, Mr. Ariyaratne 
Jayatileka, District Minister for Gampaha, Mr. E 
P. Paul Perera, MP for Kaduwela, Mrs. Kulaseel 
Perera, UNP Organiser for Attanagalla, Mr. W. D. 
Ailapperuma, Chairman, National Housing Au- 
thority and Brigadier K. V. J. Rodrigo, G. A. 
Gampuaha also spoke 
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